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For, by and about the people of Antrim.

Dyegirls Designs
 “Live Free and Wear Tie dye”

Joan	Gorga

In	need	of	a	midwinter	fix	of	color	and	cheer,	I	stopped	in	at	
Dyegirls	Designs	to	see	what	their	Clinton	Road	tie-dye	opera-
tion	was	all	about.	Dyegirls	Designs	is	located	in	what’s	known	
as	 the	 old	 Creamery	 building	 at	 the	 intersection	 of	 Old	Han-
cock	Road	and	Clinton	Road,	the	longtime	home	of	Caughey	&	
Pratt,	followed	by	GH	Edwards	and	more	recently	Old	Hancock	
Glassworks,	among	others.	After	a	cheerful	greeting	by	owner	
Meegan	Collier,	 I	was	 invited	 into	 the	shop.	Walls,	 tables	and	
racks	 seemed	 to	be	packed	with	 tie-dyed	garments	 and	acces-
sories,	but	Meegan	told	me	her	inventory	was	low	after	a	very	
busy	holiday	season.	
Meegan	and	a	partner	started	Dyegirls	Designs	as	a	fun	side-

line	more	than	eight	years	ago.	At	that	time	it	was	mostly	a	sum-
mer	 weekend	 enterprise,	 for	 which	 they	 traveled	 to	 different	
craft	 fairs	 and	music	 festivals	 to	 sell	 their	 goods.	Her	 partner	

Candidates for Town Offices
Town	 elections	will	 be	 held	 on	Tuesday,	March	 9,	

from	8	a.m.	to	7	p.m.	upstairs	at	Town	Hall.	Candidates	
for	 town	offices	were	contacted	via	 the	email	address	
they	gave	when	filing	and	given	the	opportunity	to	sub-
mit	 short	 statements	 introducing	 themselves	and	sum-
marizing	their	motivation	for	running.	

SELECTBOARD
3-year term, 1 open position

Thomas Davis
My	name	is	Tom	Davis	and	I	am	very	interested	in	the	

opportunity	to	run	for	Antrim	board	of	selectmen	mem-
ber.	I	am	61	years	old,	semi	retired	from	from	the	busi-
ness	end	of	heavy	construction	which	includes	Structural	
Steel,	Civil,	and	Electrical	fields.	My	wife	and	I	current-
ly	operate	a	small	hobby	development	company	build-
ing	homes.	Long	time	resident	of	Antrim	and	a	former	
selectmen	and	planning	board	member	in	the	early	90s.	I	
am	quite	proud	of	the	work	we	did	back	then	as	a	board	
in	particular	closing	the	Tri	Town	landfill	and	Town	Hall	
renovations.	 Both	 these	 project	 came	 in	 on	 time	 and	
within	budget	which	is	very	important	for	me.	In	clos-
ing	 I	 am	 looking	 forward	 to	working	with	 the	various	
boards	in	town	using	my	previous	local	government	and	
construction	experience	to	try	to	keep	Antrim	the	great	
place	it	is	to	live	and	work.	I	would	appreciate	your	vote.	
Brandon Larouche
What	a	time	to	be	alive	&	living	in	the	quiet	town	of	

Antrim,	NH.	Times	like	these	make	me	want	to	stay	in	
this	quiet,	beautiful	 town	for	the	rest	of	my	life	&	for	
that	reason	I’ll	be	running	for	town	selectman	in	2021.	
I	want	the	best	for	this	safe	&	family	friendly	town	&	
I’m	sure	the	residents	want	the	best	as	well.	I	can	see	
the	town	of	Antrim	growing	dramatically	in	the	future	
&	would	 love	 to	be	 involved	 in	 the	 long-term	capital	
improvement	planning	&	decision	making	for	the	town	
as	much	as	possible.	It	would	be	the	towns	best	interest	
to	have	a	young,	diverse	&	motivated	 individual	with	
the	proper	communication	skills	to	fill	this	position	&	
plan	for	the	present	&	future	of	Antrim.
I	wouldn’t	be	running	for	this	selectman	role	if	I	didn’t	

care	about	the	town	of	Antrim	&	the	people.	We	need	to	
put	politics	aside	when	it	comes	down	to	the	best	inter-
ests	for	our	town.	I	also	want	more	community	involve-
ment	in	meetings	&	make	sure	the	people	know	what’s	Photo	by	Joan	Gorga
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The Limrik was founded November 1991 by Beverly Tenney, 
Lois Harriman, and Nancy Timko.

The Limrik is published quarterly: March, June, September, 
and December and is delivered free to every mailing address 
in Antrim. The Limrik does not receive any town funds and is 
supported entirely by subscription and advertising revenue.	

— SUBSCriPTiOnS —
Subscriptions	are	available	at	$15	per	year.	Please	make	
checks	payable	to	the	Antrim	Limrik	and	mail	order	to:

	 Subscriptions
	 Antrim	Limrik
	 PO	Box	84
	 Antrim,	NH	03440

— adverTiSinG raTeS —
	 Half	Page	(Back	Page)	 $75	per	issue
	 Half	Page	(Inside	Page)	 $65	per	issue
	 Quarter	Page	 $45	per	issue
	 Business	Card	size	 $30	per	issue
	 	 or	$100	for	4	issues
Advertising	 copy	 is	 due	February	 10,	May	10,	August	 10,	
and	 November	 10.	 Ad	 content	 is	 subject	 to	 approval	 by	
the	Managing	Editor	and	the	Business	Manager.	For	more	
information	and	specifications	on	sizes,	contact	Frank	Gorga	
at:	588-2569	or	business@antrimlimrik.org.

— SUBMiSSiOnS —
The Limrik	 welcomes	 submissions	 of	 articles,	 drawings,	
photographs,	news	and	calendar	items	by,	for	and	about	the	
people	 of	Antrim.	 Submission	 deadlines	 are	 February	 10,	
May	10,	August	10,	and	November	10.	Submissions	should	
be	no	more	than	1500	words	in	length	and	should	be	submit-
ted	in	digital	form	as	a	Microsoft	Word-compatible	document	
attached	to	an	email.	Submissions	should	be	sent	by	email	
to	Joan	Gorga	at:	editor@antrimlimrik.org.	Call	588-2569	for	
more	information	or	to	discuss	ideas.

— LeTTerS TO THe ediTOr —
The Limrik	accepts	letters	to	the	editor	of	maximum	length	of	
250	words.	Publication	is	subject	to	the	Editor’s	discretion.	
Email	letters	to	Joan	Gorga	at:	editor@antrimlimrik.org.

— WeBSiTe —
www.antrimlimrik.org
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Oil & Gas Heating Systems Water Pumps & Filters
Water Heaters Drain Cleaning Service
New Construction Remodeling

588-588-588-588-588-24422442244224422442

HHHHHAAAAARDINGRDINGRDINGRDINGRDING
Plumbing & Heating

Servicing Monadnock & Contoocook Valley Region
24 Hour Emergency Heating Repairs

NH License #2456

HHHHH

We are commited to careful service 
during this critical time. Stay safe.

588-2442
NH License #2456

A Round of Applause for Ral Burgess
Joan	Gorga,	Limrik	Editor

Fifteen	years	ago,	 in	March	2006,	Ral	Burgess	stepped	
up	to	the	plate	(tee	might	be	a	better	fit	in	his	case)	to	take	
on	 the	 roles	of	advertising	manager	and	 treasurer	 for	The 
Limrik.	When	Missy	Taylor	moved	 south	 about	 ten	years	
ago,	Ral	quietly	 took	over	managing	 the	Limrik	 subscrip-
tions,	too.	Ral	also	played	a	big	part	in	constructing	the	on-
line	Limrik	and	Antrim Reporter	archives.
The	work	 that	 goes	 on	 behind	 the	 scenes	 to	 keep	The 

Limrik	rolling	off	the	presses	every	quarter	isn’t	flashy	and	
doesn’t	tend	to	bring	in	accolades	or	even	much	in	the	way	
of	acknowledgement,	but	we	at	The Limrik	send	out	a	heart-
felt	“Thank	You!”	to	Ral	as	he	steps	away	due	to	health	con-
cerns.	We’ll	miss	his	calm,	steady	approach,	ever-ready	as-
sistance	and	sage	advice	as	we	try	to	carry	on	without	him.

authors Wanted
The Limrik	welcomes	stories,	reports	or	
observations	from	anyone	with	an	Antrim	
connection.	If	you	have	a	tale	to	offer	or	
would	like	to	share	a	story	about	your	home,	
life	or	interests,	please	consider	submitting	
it	to	The Limrik.	We	welcome	occasional	
offerings,	as	well	as	regular	submissions.

Saved By Ral
Lyman	Gilmore,	Ex-Limrik	Editor

When	Ral	Burgess	joined	the	Limrik	staff,	I	didn’t	real-
ize	how	much	I	needed	him.	Which	was	a	lot;	he	saved	me.	
I	was	pretty	good	at	some	aspects	of	managing	the	Limrik,	
but	lousy	at	others.	As	it	turned	out—luckily	for	me—Ral	
was	both	smarter	than	I	with	financial	and	business	matters,	
and	physically	stronger	in	carrying	heavy	boxes	of	Limriks	
from	the	printer	to	the	Town	Hall	for	sorting,	and	then	from	
the	Town	Hall	 to	 the	Post	Office.	Also	 luckily	for	me,	he	
turned	out	to	be	a	great	guy	and	a	good	friend.	Ral,	be	well,	
and	I	hope	you	enjoy	retirement	as	much	as	I	have.			ª
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Edmunds            Hardware 
 

 
OPEN 

Monday – Saturday  •  7 am – 5:30 pm 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Now offering              shipping 
at our Antrim location 
RICK EDMUNDS, PRESIDENT 

www.edmundsstore.com 

MAIN STREET 
Antrim 

588-6565 

MAPLE STREET 
Henniker 
428-3265 

2020	will	be	the	year	none	of	us	will	ever	forget.	Hope-
fully	2021	will	be	the	year	we	return	to	a	new	normal	with	
the	virus	behind	us.	
Antrim	was	 one	 of	 the	 last	 towns	 in	 the	 state	 to	 hold	

Town	 Meeting	 before	 COVID–19	 protocols	 shut	 down	
large	gatherings.	
The	Select	Board	tightened	up	spending	in	the	spring	due	

to	uncertainty	of	property	tax	collections	and	revenue	from	
the	State.	We	were	still	able	to	complete	most	of	the	projects	
that	were	voted	on	at	Town	Meeting	in	March.	
Property	 tax	bills	went	out	 in	 June	and	we	are	pleased	

to	report	that	what	was	collected	was	consistent	with	past	
years.	At	 this	writing	 it	 is	a	 little	early	 to	predict	 the	col-
lected	taxes	for	the	December	tax	bill	but	so	far	we	are	on	
track	with	previous	years.	
2020	was	the	first	full	year	of	operation	for	the	wind	farm	

and	 payments	were	 received	 for	 a	 full	 year	 of	 operation.	
Early	 on	 there	were	 some	 issues	with	 the	 FAA	 approved	
radar	lighting	for	the	towers	but	these	have	since	been	re-
solved.	There	 have	 also	 been	 complaints	 about	 the	 noise	
coming	from	the	wind	farm	which	are	currently	being	ad-
dressed	by	the	Site	Evaluation	Committee.
The	contractor	 is	 ready	 to	 install	 the	new	upper	Pleas-

ant	 Street	 Bridge	 as	 soon	 as	 the	Department	 of	 Environ-

mental	Services	 (DES)	permits	are	 received.	Applications	
have	been	submitted	to	DES	but	due	to	the	pandemic,	DES	
is	experiencing	delays	in	processing.	We	hope	to	have	the	
project	 completed	 in	 the	 spring.	 Once	 complete,	 we	will	
move	on	to	replace	the	lower	High	Street	Bridge	which	was	
voted	on	at	last	year’s	Town	Meeting.	The	last	bridge	to	be	
replaced	 in	our	bridge	program	 is	 the	Liberty	Farm	Road	
Bridge	over	the	North	Branch	River.	This	project	will	also	
require	 changes	 to	 the	 road	 approach	 to	 the	 new	 bridge.	
State	funding	for	the	State	Bridge	program	has	more	or	less	
come	to	a	stop	but	it	is	important	that	we	put	away	money	in	
our	capital	reserves	to	be	ready	to	replace	this	bridge	when	
State	funds	become	available	once	again.	
This	year	we	completed	a	Capital	Improvement	Plan	for	

the	Gregg	Lake	Dam.	This	was	necessary	to	correct,	over	
time,	the	deficiencies	in	the	dam.		
2021	Town	Meeting	will	include	a	warrant	article	from	

the	Water	and	Sewer	Department	for	a	new	water	line	un-
der	the	Contoocook	River.	The	current	water	line	under	the	
river	is	over	fifty	years	old.	The	current	water	system	well	
serving	 the	downtown	Antrim	area	 is	 located	 in	Benning-
ton.	A	 new	well	 has	 been	 drilled	 but	 still	 requires	 a	 new	
pump	house	for	water	treatment	and	distribution	needs.	The	
Water	and	Sewer	Commissioners	are	asking	that	non-user	
residents	share	the	cost	with	the	users	of	the	system.	At	the	
time	of	this	writing,	the	Select	Board	is	still	trying	to	work	
out	a	payment	ratio	that	will	be	reasonable.	
Another	 potential	 warrant	 article	 for	 2021	 will	 be	 for	

space	 to	 be	 added	 at	 the	Highway	Department.	This	will	
allow	more	room	in	the	Highway	Barn	to	garage	more	of	
our	 larger	 vehicles.	This	will	 also	 provide	 the	 road	 agent	
with	more	adequate	office	space	and	it	will	create	a	more	
suitable	space	for	the	Highway	staff	to	go	to	during	breaks,	
especially	while	working	 long	 hours	 plowing.	The	 added	
space	will	also	benefit	the	staff	from	the	Transfer	Station.
The	Select	Board	would	like	to	thank	all	our	first	respond-

ers	and	town	employees.	You	have	done	a	great	job	dealing	
with	all	 the	 issues	created	by	COVID–19.	We	would	also	
like	to	thank	the	town’s	residents	who	have	been	patient	and	
understanding	with	all	the	changing	guidelines	we	have	had	
to	follow.	We	continue	to	work	together	and	hopefully	will	
see	an	end	to	the	pandemic	in	2021.			ª

Antrim Select Board
Mike	Genest

Need to Use a Computer for a 
Confidential Matter?

The	Tuttle	 Library	would	 like	 you	 to	 know	 that	 they	 re-
cently	purchased	a	laptop	specifically	for	patrons	to	use	for	
telemedicine,	 job	 interviews,	 and	 court	 appearances.	 The	
library	can	accommodate	you	in	a	private	space	while	you	
use	the	computer	for	confidential	matters.			ª	
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Main	Street
P.O.	Box	265

Antrim,	NH	03440

Ofc:	603-588-2130
Fax:	603-588-3036

Paul E. Hardwick,	Broker
Cell:	603-491-3928		•		Res:	603-588-2724

Maria Isotti,	Realtor		•		533-5413
E-mail:	appleshedrealty@tds.net

has	since	moved	on	to	a	different	venture,	but	for	Meegan,	
Dyegirls	Designs	(now	perhaps	more	appropriately	named	
Dyegirl’s	Designs)	has	gradually	become	a	full-time	occu-
pation	as	well	as	a	passion,	and	 for	 the	past	year	 she	has	
not	had	to	support	herself	with	another	job.	Try	as	I	might,	
I	 couldn’t	 disguise	 the	 old	 child-of-the	 sixties	 in	me,	 but	
Meegan	 insisted	 that	most	of	her	customers	are	not	aging	
hippies—just	people	who	love	tie-dye.
For	most	of	Dyegirls	Designs’	existence,	sales	were	made	

predominantly	at	weekend	events.	In	her	previous	longtime	
career	as	a	radio	disc	jockey,	Meegan	went	to	concerts	non-
stop	with	free	tickets	as	part	of	her	job,	but	when	she	moved	
on	 to	 another	 line	of	work,	 she	had	 to	 face	 the	 reality	of	
paying	for	concert	and	festival	tickets	herself.	As	a	vendor,	
however,	she	often	receives	two	free	tickets	and	can	make	
money	while	enjoying	the	music,	usually	more	than	cover-
ing	her	costs.	For	many	years	the	bulk	of	her	business	came	
from	spending	every	weekend	out	at	fairs	and	festivals,	but	
the	COVID	pandemic	forced	her	to	come	up	with	different	
things	 to	 try.	She	has	moved	more	of	her	business	online	
through	 her	 Facebook	 page,	 https://www.facebook.com/
DyegirlsDesigns/,	 and	 her	 website,	 https://www.dyegirls-
designs.com/,	 and	much	of	her	business	now	comes	 from	
regular	customers	and	word-of-mouth	referrals.	
Meegan	has	been	very	busy	recently	with	custom	orders.	

The	first	 time	I	stopped	to	talk	with	her,	she	was	heading	
off	to	deliver	two	gorgeous	sweatshirts	to	staff	at	Taco	Be-
yondo	in	Hillsborough.	During	my	second	visit,	a	customer	
and	now	friend	wearing	two	layers	of	tie-dye	stopped	in	to	
pick	up	some	more	Taco	Beyondo	sweatshirts.	Meegan	also	
recently	dyed	100	T-shirts	for	Tooky	Mills	Pub	in	Hillsbor-
ough	to	sell,	as	well	as	180	T-shirts	for	Penuche’s	Ale	House	
locations,	and	80	for	the	band	Roots	of	Creation.	She	has	at	
times	employed	other	people	to	help	with	the	tie-dyeing,	but	
says	she	prefers	doing	it	all	herself.
She	transitioned	early	on	from	craft-level	to	professional	

dye	supplies	and	high	quality	garments.	She	purchases	unique	
dyeable	 white	 clothing	 and	 accessory	 items	 in	 bulk	 from	
some	favorite	suppliers.	Meegan	showed	me	an	impressive	
selection	of	clothing	styles	and	sizes,	 from	infants’	onesies	
and	toddlers’	clothes	to	XXXL	T-shirts	to	lacy	women’s	sun-
dresses,	V-necked	and	 long-sleeved	T-shirts.	She	explained	
that	 she	 uses	 only	 quality	 cotton	 or	 rayon	materials,	 since	
polyester	and	other	synthetics	don’t	hold	dyes	as	well	or	at	
all.	For	regular	and	long-sleeved	T-shirts,	she	uses	5.2-ounce	
Gildan	100%	cotton	that	she	says	is	“heavy	enough	but	still	
soft	and	comfortable.”	She	adds,	“You	have	to	make	a	quality	
product	and	be	able	to	sell	it	at	a	reasonable	price.”
Meegan	explained	 that	 she’s	an	artist	 at	heart	 and	 loves	

the	 design	 process.	This	 year,	 she	 invested	 in	 a	 computer-
controlled	cutting	plotter	called	a	Cricut	and	a	heat	press,	and	
with	her	design	skills,	she’s	now	able	to	add	logos	and	other	
designs	to	her	tie-dyed	creations.	There	are	many	other	tech-

niques	she’d	like	to	try,	but	as	a	one-woman	operation,	she	
simply	hasn’t	had	the	time	to	experiment	with	them.	Meegan	
also	 carries	 hand-made	 hemp	 jewelry,	 which	 she	 says	 she	
loves	to	make,	but	hasn’t	had	much	time	for	recently	because	
she’s	been	so	busy	with	the	tie-dye	business.	She	has	displays	
of	buttons	and	pins	made	by	mutually	supportive	friends—	
racks	set	up	at	an	event	can	entertain	children,	for	instance,	
while	their	parents	are	looking	at	tie-dyed	garments.	
Besides	shirts,	blouses	and	dresses,	Meegan	has	an	ex-

tensive	display	of	tie-dyed	socks,	babies’	hats,	scrunchies,	
headbands,	 bandanas,	 small	 concert	 bags	 and	 larger	mes-
senger	bags.	When	the	COVID	pandemic	started,	Meegan	
dyed	bandanas	 for	use	as	masks;	now	she	also	has	a	dis-
play	 rack	 full	 of	 gorgeous	 triple-layer	 face	masks	 in	 tie-
dyed	glory.	She	also	showed	me	some	spectacular	garments	
made	by	a	“reverse-dye”	or	“bleach-dye”	process,	in	which	
she	 bleaches	 denim	 jeans	 or	 a	 black	T-shirt,	 for	 instance,	
and	then	dyes	the	garment.	This	is	a	relatively	long	process	
because	before	she	can	begin	the	dying	process	she	has	to	
stop	 the	 bleach	 action	 so	 it	 doesn’t	 continue	 to	 eat	 away	
the	fabric.	She	has	a	selection	of	mandalas	on	T-shirts	and	
tapestries	(wall	hangings).	The	complex	geometric	manda-
la	designs	are	a	little	trickier	to	make	because	of	the	strict	
symmetry	required,	but	they	are	a	customer	favorite.	With	
Valentine’s	Day	on	the	way,	Meegan	was	making	shirts	with	
hearts	on	 them,	and	other	 seasonal	designs	would	 follow,	
like	shamrocks	for	Saint	Patrick’s	Day	and	red,	white	and	
blue	designs	for	Memorial	Day	and	the	4th	of	July.	She	says	
tank	 tops	 are	huge	 sellers	 in	 the	 summer,	 as	well	 as	 sun-
dresses	for	little	girls.
Meegan	invites	you	to	come	in	and	check	out	her	hand-

dyed,	locally	made	goods.	You	won’t	be	disappointed.	She	
has	many	pre-dyed	garments	and	accessories	available,	as	
well	 as	 racks	of	 “whites”	 in	 an	 incredible	 range	of	 styles	
that	 she	 will	 custom-dye	 for	 you.	 She	 is	 normally	 in	 on	
weekdays—after	all,	she	works	from	home—and	hangs	her	
OPEN	sign	out	front,	but	she	says,	“Don’t	be	afraid	to	ring	
the	bell.”	You	can	just	stop	by	or	call	603–831–8508	if	you	
prefer	to	set	up	an	appointment.	Custom	orders	are	her	spe-
cialty,	so	just	ask!			ª

Dyegirls Designs continued from page 1
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MIKE’S
Towing & Recovery

• Towing • Lock Outs
• Recovery • Jump Starts
• Fuel • Equipment Transport
• Junk Car Removal

Bennington, NH 24 hr. cell 554-6465
www.mikestowingandrecoverynh.com

It	has	been	a	rough	three	months	for	ConVal	School	Board	
members.	Providing	deft,	thoughtful	leadership	throughout	
this	 stretch	have	been	Board	Chair	Rich	Cahoon	and	Su-
perintendent	Dr.	Kimberly	Rizzo	Saunders.	Board	members	
have	 been	meeting	Tuesday	 nights,	 sometimes	 for	 longer	
than	 five	 hours,	 and,	 of	 course,	 there	 have	 been	Monday	
night	committee	meetings.	The	board,	in	addition,	conduct-
ed	an	all-day	Saturday	workshop	during	which	we	agonized	
over	fiscal	alternatives.	Adjusting	to	more	than	$3.15	mil-
lion	in	unexpected	COVID-related	expenditures	has	been	a	
formidable	task.	As	of	this	writing,	the	district	has	received	
a	little	over	$2	million	in	state	and	federal	COVID-related	
funding,	leaving	a	massive	$1.15	million	gap	to	fill.
Long-Term Impediments
ConVal	continues	 to	operate	under	 three	 long-term	im-

pediments.	First,	the	current	New	Hampshire	tax	structure	
forces	us	to	rely	on	local	and	state	property	taxes	for	about	
73%	of	ConVal’s	 total	funding.	The	property	tax	is	 inher-
ently	 regressive	 in	 that	 it	 does	 not	 reflect	 the	 individual	
taxpayer’s	ability	to	pay.	(Think	of	the	seventy-six-year-old	
widow	living	on	Elm	Avenue	in	a	house	that	she	and	her	late	
husband	bought	for	$30,000	in	1975.	In	2021,	her	house	is	
assessed	at	$250,000	and	she	has	to	depend	on	Social	Se-

curity	and	a	modest	pension	to	pay	her	substantial	property	
taxes.)
The	second	handicap	is	the	state	government’s	decision	

in	2011	 to	download	all	employee	retirement	costs	on	 lo-
cal	governments,	such	as	ConVal.	Our	proposed	2021–2022	
budget	reflects	a	$705,445	increase	in	teacher	retirement	ex-
penses	(compared	to	the	2020–2021	budget)	and	a	$198,940	
increase	in	non-teacher	retirement	payments.		
The	third	albatross	is	the	ConVal	Articles	of	Agreement,	

which	 mandate	 the	 existence	 of	 four	 elementary	 schools	
in	 towns	 that	 currently	 have	 enrollments	 between	 45	 and	
49.	Regrettably,	 the	path	 to	consolidating	 these	schools	 is	
strewn	with	sizeable,	but	understandable,	political	barriers.	
(Think	of	how	you	would	feel	if	a	future	school	board	de-
cided	 to	 relocate	our	 elementary	 students	outside	Antrim.	
Admittedly	this	scenario	is	quite	unlikely	given	that	Antrim	
Elementary	has	a	healthy	enrollment	of	122.)	
Board Actions
Despite	the	COVID	crisis,	 the	board	has	tried	to	be	re-

sponsive	by	transforming	Great	Brook	School’s	Fridays	into	
“flex	days”	dedicated	to	intensive	tutoring	and	one-to-one	
counseling.	Moreover,	the	district	has	provided	virtually	ev-
ery	student	with	a	laptop,	as	well	as,	where	necessary,	“hot-
spots”	 that	enable	 internet	connections.	Finally,	 the	board	
has	wrestled	with	 the	 issue	 of	winter	 sports.	The	ConVal	
COVID	Monitoring	Team	supplied	indispensable	advice	as	
we	examined	the	unquestionable	benefits	of	athletic	com-
petition	for	high	school	students,	as	opposed	 to	 the	 indis-
putable	need	to	safeguard	community	health.	(Talk	about	a	
rock	and	a	hard	place.)	The	guidance	from	physicians,	Fire	
Chief	Marshall	Gale	and	other	town	officials	has	been	es-
sential	 to	ConVal’s	daily	7	a.m.	decision-making	sessions	
about	just	how	to	provide	instruction.
Free Advice
Please	examine	the	warrant	articles—I	am	strongly	in	fa-

vor	of	all	thirteen.	And	if	you	have	questions	or	comments,	
please	email	me	at	stephenhullman@gmail.com.			ª

Reflections of a Rookie School Board Member
Steve	Ullman
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going	on	in	town	because	they	have	the	right	to	know.	My	
promise	is	that	you	won’t	be	disappointed	&	I’ll	be	working	
for	the	town	needs.	Let’s	see	what	the	future	brings.
Again	it’s	time	for	a	fresh	face,	a	new	perspective	in	town.	

I	don’t	see	too	many	individuals	in	my	generation	getting	
involved	with	there	towns	&	it’s	time	for	that	to	change.	We	
need	to	be	more	welcoming	&	listen	to	all	point	of	views.	I	
would	like	to	be	more	involved	&	this	is	a	perfect	position	
for	me	&	the	people	of	Antrim,	New	Hampshire.

PLANNING BOARD
3-year term, 2 open positions

William Fluhr
I	have	had	the	privilege	of	being	a	resident	of	Antrim	for	

over	20	years.	Daily,	I	think	of	lucky	I	am	to	live	in	such	a	
wonderful	community	and	I	never	tire	of	it.	
I	was	recently	contacted	by	a	current	member	of	the	plan-

ning	board	about	running	for	one	of	the	open	planning	board	
positions.	After	my	conversation	with	her	I	felt	I	may	be	a	
good	 fit	 for	 the	 planning	 board.	We	 discussed	 that	my	 35	
years	in	the	building	trades	and	the	past	5	years	as	a	home	in-
spector	may	bring	a	fresh	perspective	to	the	planning	board.
Serving	my	town	in	this	capacity	would	be	an	honor	for	

me.	I	would	do	my	best	to	help	steer	Antrim	in	a	direction	
that	would	help	to	preserve	our	towns	beauty	and	move	us	
in	a	direction	that	is	necessary	to	meet	the	changing	needs	
of	the	town	and	its	residents.
I	would	very	much	appreciate	your	vote.

Marissa Frosch
I’ve	 lived	 in	Antrim	 for	 nine	years.	 In	 2018,	when	we	

started	house	hunting,	 I	promised	my	husband	 I’d	get	 in-
volved	in	town	politics.	Well,	here	I	am,	keeping	my	word.	
The	Planning	Board	 seemed	 like	 a	 great	 fit.	My	husband	
(who	you’ll	notice	is	also	running)	has	been	on	the	Board	
before.	Makes	learning	a	new	role	easier.	
As	for	my	values,	I	lean	more	towards	personal	freedom.	

Even	so	I	will	always	uphold	existing	regulation.	They	were	
voted	and	agreed	upon	already.	My	goal	is	to	help	the	peo-
ple	of	Antrim	through	the	processes	they	need	the	Planning	
Board	for	and	to	uphold	existing	regulation.
I’m	also	an	author	and	local	business	owner.	I	run	Raven’s	

Quill	Publishing	and	help	authors	with	editing	and	marketing.
Michael H. Frosch, Jr
I’m	Michael	H	 Frosch	 Jr	 and	 I’m	 running	 for	 Planning	

Board.	I	was	on	the	Planning	Board	about	four	years	ago	un-
til	 I	got	a	 late-night	 shift	where	 I	 couldn’t	 run	again.	After	
getting	a	new	job	I	now	have	availability	in	my	schedule	to	
serve	my	community.	I	also	serve	my	community	through	the	
VFW(Veterans	 of	 Foreign	Wars)	 post	 in	 Bennington	 since	
2012.	 I	was	 the	Commander	 in	2016	and	now	serve	as	 the	
Quartermaster.
Like	before,	I	will	uphold	the	rules	and	regulations	set	by	

previous	boards.	I	believe	you	should	have	the	freedom	to	do	

what	you	want	with	your	property.	The	planning	board	should	
help	guide	you	to	achieve	your	goals.	They	should	never	just	
say	no	and	turn	you	away	without	telling	you	what	is	wrong	
with	the	application.	Vote	the	Froschs	in.
Michael Redmond
I’m	Mike	Redmond,	candidate	for	Planning	Board.	My	

wife	and	6	children	moved	to	Antrim	in	2016	after	searching	
for	the	perfect	place	to	raise	our	children.	I’ve	been	a	Plan-
ning	Board	alternate	for	a	year,	and	have	been	 the	Scout-
master	of	Boy	Scout	Troop	2	for	four	years.	We	wanted	a	
town	that	was	quaint,	with	a	strong	sense	of	community…	
the	quintessential	old	New	England	town.	We	didn’t	want	
shopping	centers,	large	office	complexes,	etc.	We	would	pa-
tronize	the	local	shops,	and	take	“the	drive”	when	needed.	
We	found	that	in	Antrim,	and	we’d	like	it	to	stay	that	way.	
I	support	decisions	 that	 foster	small	business	and	agricul-
ture	 in	 town,	and	balance	 the	rights	of	property	owners.	 I	
am	 against	 large	 shopping	 centers,	 industrial	 complexes,	
and	over-development.	In	short,	I	want	to	help	keep	Antrim	
quaint.	If	you	feel	similarly,	I	ask	for	your	vote.	Thank	you.	

LIBRARY TRUSTEE
3-year term, 2 open positions

Susan Bartlett
I	am	delighted	to	offer	my	services	as	Library	Trustee	for	

this	upcoming	term.	Since	I	moved	to	Antrim	in	1985,	the	
Tuttle	Library	has	been	my	family’s	second	home:	a	cozy	
place	to	read,	to	chat	with	the	staff,	and	to	see	what’s	cur-
rent.	We	are	so	lucky	to	have	such	a	well-resourced,	com-
petently	run	and	beautiful	library	in	town	and	I	am	eager	to	
support	and	further	its	mission.
My	experience	in	the	non-profit	sector	and	twenty	years	

as	an	educator	and	program	director	 in	adult	 literacy	will	
be	 valuable	 to	 the	 library	 board.	Most	 recently	 I	worked	
for	NH	Humanities,	 coordinating	“Connections	Literacy,”	
a	book	discussion	program	for	adult	learners.	I	have	a	Mas-
ters	of	Literacy	Education	from	Lesley	University	and	will	
be	completing	a	Masters	in	Creative	Writing	and	Literature	
from	Harvard	Extension	School	in	April	2021.
Thank	you	for	considering	my	candidacy!	

Michelle Caughey
Candidacy	withdrawn

R. Shelly Connolly
My	name	is	Shelly	Connolly	and	I	am	currently	the	Trea-

surer	of	 the	Library	Trustees.	This	past	year	was	quite	an	
eye-opening	experience.	Our	creative	and	innovative	library	
staff	certainly	came	through	for	the	whole	town,	keeping	us	
grounded	and	sane	by	providing	us	with	contactless	drive	
thru	book	delivery,	introducing	us	to	the	online	services	that	
we	have	had	all	along,	but	perhaps	had	never	used,	guiding	
us	 through	 the	 intricacies	 of	 setting	 up	 a	 Zoom	 call,	 and	
adding	 new	 equipment,	 such	 as	 laptops	with	 cameras,	 to	
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At	one	of	our	Avenue	A	programs	a	couple	weeks	ago,	
I	 had	 a	 conversation	with	 a	 teen	who	 told	me,	matter-of-
factly,	“I	haven’t	existed	for	nine	months.	I’ve	been	going	
to	school,	but	I	haven’t	really	been	doing	anything	else.	I	
came	here	tonight,	and	I’m	existing	here.	I	feel	like	I	exist.”		
His	words	capture	some	of	what	we	hope	to	do	at	Avenue	

A.	This	 teen	came	here	and	felt	seen.	People	noticed	him	
and	cared.	He	felt	connected.	He	experienced	community.	
In	feedback	from	parents	and	teens,	one	of	the	things	I	hear	
the	most	is	that	Avenue	A	provides	a	“healthy	community.”	
It’s	 not	 surprising	 that	 this	 is	 a	 common	 thread,	 because	
community	is	important	for	any	thriving	human.	
Contemporary	 neuroscientists,	 backed	 by	 hundreds	 of	

studies,	have	proven	that	social	connection	is	as	much	a	hu-
man	need	as	food,	water,	and	shelter.	(UCLA	professor	and	
cognitive	neuroscientist	Matthew	Lieberman	expounds	on	
this	in	his	book	Social: Why our Brains are Wired to Con-
nect.)	After	the	last	year,	we	probably	didn’t	need	neurosci-
entists	to	tell	us	this!	It’s	easy	to	see	how	social	distancing	
and	isolation	have	taken	a	toll	on	everyone.	
We	may	assume	that	 teens	automatically	have	commu-

nity	 because	 they	 attend	 school,	 are	 on	 social	 media,	 or	
have	 close	 friendships.	These	 things	 don’t	 equal	 commu-
nity,	though.	When	thinking	about	what	community	really	
is,	and	how	we	can	foster	 it,	 it’s	helpful	 to	 look	at	public	
health	definitions	of	the	term.	(Yes,	community	is	consid-
ered	a	public	health	factor!)	In	the	study	“What	Is	Commu-
nity?	An	Evidence-Based	Definition	for	Participatory	Pub-
lic	Health,”	published	 in	The American Journal of Public 
Health,	community	is	defined	by	five	key	elements—locus,	
sharing,	joint	action,	social	ties,	and	diversity.		

News from Avenue A: Finding a Place to Exist
Jacqueline	Roland,	Avenue	A	Coordinator

Locus	is	a	sense	of	place.	It	can	be	a	geographical	area	
or	a	setting,	for	example,	our	Teen	Center!	Sharing	refers	
to	common	interests	or	perspectives.	At	Avenue	A	this	of-
ten	 looks	 like	 shared	activities	 (music,	 art,	woodworking,	
writing,	basketball,	etc.).	Joint	action	is	a	sense	of	cohesion	
or	identity,	which	can	be	fostered	through	activities,	social-
izing,	or	giving	input.	Engaging	youth	to	develop	and	lead	
programs	strongly	contributes	to	the	sense	of	shared	action	
at	 Avenue	 A.	 Social	 ties	 are	 interpersonal	 relationships,	
such	as	mentors,	neighbors,	or	supportive	peers.	This	is	why	
community	goes	beyond	friendship—it’s	a	rich	tapestry	of	
relationships	with	different	roles	and	often	a	variety	of	age	
groups	 represented.	Diversity,	 in	 the	sense	of	community,	
refers	 to	 social	 complexity.	Healthy	 communities	 contain	
interwoven	groups,	like	teens	from	different	towns,	schools,	
and	backgrounds	coming	together	at	our	programs.	
To	make	community	accessible	for	as	many	teens	as	pos-

sible,	 we	 continue	 to	 offer	Avenue	A	 programs	 virtually,	
in-person	 indoors,	 and	 outdoors.	We’ve	 started	 new	 pro-
grams	this	winter,	 like	our	pool	group	and	manga	art.	We	
launched	“Upstanders,”	a	bullying	prevention	program	for	
middle	school	students	led	by	Arlene	Soule.	And,	we	started	
a	goal-setting	program	for	16–19	year	olds	 in	partnership	
with	Friends	Forever	International,	a	dynamic	youth	leader-
ship	organization.	
I’m	grateful	to	the	teens,	volunteers,	and	local	support-

ers	(like	you!)	who	make	our	Teen	Center	a	community!	If	
you	would	like	to	join	us	as	a	volunteer,	or	if	you	know	a	
teen	who	might	enjoy	connecting	with	us,	please	visit	our	
website	 (avenueatc.org)	or	email	Jacqueline	at	avenuea@
grapevinenh.org.			ª	

Are	you	interested	in	learning	more	about	social	justice?	Perhaps	you’re	wondering	what	can	be	done	in	our	little	corner	
of	the	world	to	make	a	difference.	Those	of	us	in	the	Antrim	Racism	Study	Group	have	these	same	feelings.	Most	of	our	
meetings	focus	on	discussions	of	books	we	have	chosen	to	read	in	common.	However,	we	are	beginning	to	consider	ac-
tions	that	can	promote	social	justice	locally.	We’re	researching	fiction	and	nonfiction	to	find	books	that	tell	the	stories	of	
people	from	diverse	backgrounds,	which	could	be	added	to	
our	 town	and	school	 libraries.	We’ve	reached	out	 to	 local	
educators	 for	 their	 ideas	 about	materials	 they	 need	 to	 in-
crease	diversity	awareness	and	appreciation.	We’re	follow-
ing	legislation	in	our	state	to	ensure	that	voting	is	as	open	
and	accessible	as	possible.	We	meet	via	Zoom	at	6:30	p.m.	
on	 the	 third	Thursday	of	 the	month,	 and	welcome	you	 to	
join	us,	whether	as	a	drop-in	or	a	regular.	We	are	now	read-
ing	Caste,	by	Isabel	Wilkerson,	for	the	next	three	meetings:	
Parts	I	and	II	for	February	18;	Parts	III	and	IV	for	March	18;	
and	the	rest	of	the	book	for	April	15.	Contact	Linda	Bundy	
at	n_bundy@mcttelecom.com	or	(603)	588–2254.			ª

Antrim Racism Study Group
Linda	Bundy
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use	on	Zoom	job	interviews.	I	would	 love	to	be	a	part	of	
the	full	re-opening	of	our	library,	to	welcome	our	patrons	
back	to	programs,	to	continue	to	promote	our	many	virtual	
resources	and	to	chat	with	you	in	“Antrim’s	living	room.”	I	
would	be	very	grateful	for	your	support	on	March	9.	
Diane Kendall
Greetings	neighbors!	I	am	running	for	the	position	of	Li-

brary	Trustee.	I	was	appointed	in	2020	to	fill	a	vacant	posi-
tion.	I	have	a	been	a	resident	and	active	community	member	
for	23	years.	I	am	a	certified	public	manager	and	bring	seven	
years	of	municipal	management	experience	to	the	position.	
Our	public	library	is	a	remarkable	and	necessary	societal	

institution	and	service	provider.	The	staff	and	trustees	have	
demonstrated	 compassion,	 strength	 and	 resilience	 during	
this	challenging	time.	
If	 elected	 I	 will	 continue	 to	 work	 alongside	 my	 col-

leagues	to	continue	the	great	work	already	in	progress.
TOWN CLERK

3-year term, 1 open position
Diane Chauncey
I	have	worked	for	the	Town	of	Antrim	since	2005	when	I	

was	hired	part	time	to	“do	all	of	the	things	that	no	one	else	
has	time	to	do”.	I	gradually	accumulated	jobs	as	the	years	
went	 by	 and	 the	 job	became	a	 full	 time	position,	when	 I	
became	Secretary	 for	 the	Planning	Board	and	 the	Zoning	
Board	of	Adjustment.	I	was	Deputy	Town	Clerk	from	2010	
to	 November	 of	 2014,	 when	 I	 was	 appointed	 as	 interim	
Town	Clerk	(when	the	former	Town	Clerk,	Donna	Hanson	
became	town	Administrator).
There	are	many	 services	 that	 the	Town	Clerk	provides	

for	Antrim’s	residents:	Motor	Vehicle	Registration	–	Town	
&	State;	Boat	Licensing	–	for	residents	and	non-residents;	
Fish	&	Game	Licenses	–	 for	 residents	 and	non-residents;	
OHRV	 Licensing	 –	 for	 residents	 and	 non-residents;	 Dog	
Licensing;	 Elections	 –	 Create	 ballots,	 send	 out	 absentee	
ballots,	 recruit	 election	workers,	work	with	moderator	 to	
run	a	smooth	election;	Vitals	–	Issue	birth,	marriage,	death	
certificates;	Bank	Deposits	–	All	town	deposits	go	through	
the	Clerk’s	 office;	Minutes	 at	Town	Meeting	 –	Take	 and	
post	minutes	and	send	to	DRA;	Notary	services.
Years	ago,	the	Town	Clerk	position	did	not	require	any	

special	training	or	skills	–	most	of	the	training	was	done	“on	
the	job”.	But	in	today’s	complicated	and	fast-paced	world,	
many	aspects	of	the	job	are	complicated	and	can	be	confus-
ing.	Without	a	Town	Clerk	that	has	a	thorough	understand-
ing	of	the	laws,	the	required	procedures,	and	command	of	
the	many	different	computer	programs	used	daily,	it	would	
be	impossible	to	run	an	efficient	Town	Clerk’s	office.	I	see	
my	job	as	making	your	trip	 to	 the	Town	Clerk’s	office	as	
easy	and	painless	as	possible.
Please	support	me	by	voting	Diane	Chauncey	for	Town	

Clerk	on	March	9,	2021	at	the	Town	Hall	from	8AM	–	7PM.	
Thank	you.

TRUSTEE OF THE TRUST FUNDS
3-year term, 1 open position

William Bryk
I’ve	been	privileged	to	serve	Antrim	as	a	library	trustee,	

cemetery	trustee,	and	planning	board	member.	I	contribute	
occasional	 essays	 to	 The Limrik and	 other	 publications.	
After	 30	years	 as	 a	 lawyer,	 I	 retired	 from	 the	practice	of	
law	 in	2020.	As	 the	court-appointed	guardian	of	 an	 inca-
pacitated	person,	I’ve	been	a	bonded	fiduciary	for	the	last	
14	years.	I’ve	studied	the	state’s Handbook for Trustees of 
Trust Funds, Cemetery Trustees, Library Trustees.	I	believe	
my	professional	experience	as	a	 lawyer	and	fiduciary	has	
prepared	me	to	serve	as	a	Trustee	of	Trust	Funds.	I	ask	my	
friends	and	neighbors	in	Antrim	for	the	honor	of	their	votes.

WATER & SEWER COMMISSIONER
3-year term, 1 open position

Samuel Harding
No	statement	submitted

TREASURER
3-year term, 1 open position

Kara Penny
No	response

Eric Tenney
No	statement	submitted

SUPERVISOR OF THE CHECKLIST
1-year term, 1 open position

William Bryk
When	I	lived	in	New	York	City,	I	worked	numerous	elec-

tions	as	a	polling	site	inspector,	ensuring	that	the	polling	place	
to	which	 I	 was	 assigned	 performed	 its	 part	 in	 accordance	
with	the	law.	The	events	of	the	last	year,	even	the	last	month,	
underline	the	importance	of	upholding	Antrim’s	tradition	of	
fair	and	honest	elections.	I	want	to	help	that	continue.
The	Constitutional	oath	that	I’ve	now	taken	several	times	

as	a	lawyer	and	town	official	reads:
I do solemnly swear that I will bear faith and true al-

legiance to the United States of America and the State of 
New Hampshire, and will support the constitution thereof. 
So help me God.
I	will	take	that	oath	again	as	a	Supervisor	of	the	Check-

list.	I	will	continue	to	keep	it.
SUPERVISOR OF THE CHECKLIST

4-year term, 1 open position
No Candidates Filed

CEMETERY TRUSTEE
3-year term, 1 open position

No Candidates Filed

If	you	have	not	stepped	up	to	put	your	name	on	the	bal-
lot	 to	 serve	Antrim	 in	one	of	 these	capacities,	how	about	
considering	accepting	one	of	the	many	available	volunteer	
or	appointed	positions	around	town?			ª
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A Year into the Pandemic
Joan	Gorga

The	 US	 has	 gone	 from	 11	million	 cases	 confirmed	 in	
the	8	½	months	between	early	March	and	mid-November	
to	more	 than	27.7	million	cases	by	mid-February,	a	 jump	
of	16.7	million	cases	 in	 three	months.	COVID–19-related	
deaths	across	the	US	have	gone	from	250,000	by	mid-No-
vember	 to	over	485,000	by	mid-February.	Over	 the	 same	
time	frame,	New	Hampshire	jumped	from	14,671	positive	
cases	 and	 499	 COVID-related	 deaths	 by	 mid-November	
to	71,017	cases	and	1,135	deaths	by	mid-February.	How-
ever,	the	good	news	is	that	both	the	US	as	a	whole	and	the	
State	of	New	Hampshire	are	headed	down	the	back	side	of	
the	huge	spike	in	cases	that	occurred	in	response	to	people	
moving	inside	for	the	winter,	as	well	as	holiday	travel	and	
gatherings	 that	 took	 place	 over	 Thanksgiving,	 Christmas	
and	New	Year’s.
At	the	peak	on	January	10,	New	Hampshire	was	record-

ing	a	7-day	average	of	866	new	cases	per	day.	By	February	
15,	 the	 7-day	 average	 had	 dropped	 to	 344	 new	 cases	 per	
day,	still	slightly	higher	than	the	318	cases	we	were	seeing	
in	mid-November	and	well	above	the	spring	peak	of	96	cas-
es	on	May	6.	The	Greater	Monadnock	Region	had	seen	a	to-
tal	of	3,277	confirmed	cases	and	45	COVID-related	deaths	
as	of	mid-February.	This	translates	to	3.2%	of	the	popula-

tion	(or	about	1	in	31	residents)	of	the	Greater	Monadnock	
Region	having	tested	positive	for	COVID–19,	and	0.032%	
(or	about	1	in	3100)	having	died	from	COVID–19.	COVID	
cases	and	death	 rates	have	been	 relatively	 low	 in	Greater	
Monadnock,	especially	compared	to	the	Greater	Manches-
ter,	South	Central	and	Greater	Nashua	regions	(Figure	1).
Antrim	had	seen	a	 total	of	86	confirmed	COVID	cases	

as	 of	 February	 15,	 and	 had	 only	 one	 active	 case.	At	 one	
point,	we	had	at	least	17	concurrent	active	infections.	This	
puts	Antrim	around	the	middle	as	far	as	infection	rate	per	
capita	among	area	towns	(Figure	2),	with	about	3.2%	of	the	
Antrim	population	(about	1	in	31	residents)	having	had	con-
firmed	infections.	At	this	point,	no	towns	in	the	area	have	
completely	escaped	COVID	infections.		
The	new	challenge	for	the	state	and	the	nation	is	to	get	as	

many	people	as	possible	vaccinated	as	quickly	as	possible,	
in	the	face	of	new,	more	infectious	virus	variants	beginning	
to	 circulate.	The	 first	 case	 of	 a	 highly	 contagious	 variant	
from	 the	UK	was	 detected	 in	New	Hampshire	 on	 Febru-
ary	12.	That	variant	and	others	have	been	spreading	rapidly	
across	the	US	and	the	world.	Two	vaccines	were	approved	
for	use	in	the	US	in	December;	both	appear	to	be	about	95%	
effective	in	preventing	symptomatic	COVID–19,	but	the	ef-
ficacy	against	the	rising	variants	remains	to	be	seen.	Others	
vaccines	are	expected	to	be	approved	soon.	
We	still	face	multiple	challenges	in	combating	the	COV-

ID	pandemic,	including	producing	and	distributing	enough	
vaccine	doses	to	get	people	vaccinated,	and	organizing	the	
process	of	administering	two	doses	of	vaccine	at	the	proper	
intervals,	starting	with	the	most	vulnerable	residents.	New	
Hampshire	faces	the	additional	challenge	of	being	the	only	
state	 that	 doesn’t	 have	 a	 functional	 vaccination	 registra-
tion	 system	 in	 place	 at	 this	 time.	 Thus,	 New	 Hampshire	
has	opted	to	use	the	CDC’s	“VAMS”	registry	system	until	
the	state	 finishes	developing	 its	own	system.	The	vaccine	
rollout	went	reasonably	efficiently	through	Phase	1a,	when	
about	110,000	health	care	workers,	first	responders	and	res-
idents	of	long-term	care	facilities	were	targeted.	But	when	
the	system	was	opened	to	the	approximately	325,000	state	
residents	targeted	in	Phase	1b,	including	all	residents	age	65	
and	over,	medically	vulnerable	younger	residents,	residents	
and	staff	of	other	residential	facilities	and	correctional	facil-
ity	staff,	confusion	was	widespread.	Unfortunately,	Phases	
1a	and	1b	include	many	residents	who	are	simultaneously	
at	higher	risk	for	COVID	complications	and	less	likely	to	
have	access	to	or	be	comfortable	with	using	email	and	the	
internet	for	scheduling.	The	state	is	working	on	building	its	
own	vaccine	registration	system,	which	it	hopes	to	have	op-
erational	by	 the	 start	of	Phase	2a	vaccinations,	which	are	
anticipated	to	begin	in	March.
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A Year into the Pandemic continued from page 9

As	of	February	15,	 nationwide,	12%	of	 the	population	
had	received	at	least	one	dose,	4.2%	had	received	both	dos-
es,	and	75%	of	the	available	doses	had	been	used.	In	New	
Hampshire,	10.8%	of	the	population	had	received	one	shot,	
4.5%,	two	shots,	and	67%	of	the	available	doses	had	been	
used.	The	vaccination	rate	is	expected	to	increase	as	more	
vaccine	doses	become	available.
The	Tuttle	Library	and	The	Grapevine	are	both	set	up	to	

help	anyone	who	needs	guidance	through	the	vaccine	reg-
istration	process,	either	in	setting	up	an	appointment	online	
or	through	the	2-1-1	hotline.	Please	reach	out	to	them	if	you	

would	like	help.	They	can	also	connect	you	with	the	CVTC	
or	other	people	that	may	be	able	to	provide	transportation	to	
vaccination	sites.
Data	for	this	article	were	obtained	from	the	NH	Dept.	of	

Health	and	Human	Services	(https://www.nh.gov/covid19/)	
and	the	New	York	Times	COVID	database	(https://www.ny-
times.com/interactive/2020/us/coronavirus-us-cases.html),	
both	updated	with	current	data	for	February	15,	2021.			ª

The	Town	Clerk	office	has	continued	to	operate	with	reg-
ular	hours	by	appointment	only.	Most	people	have	been	ac-
commodated	in	a	time	frame	that	suits	them.	Appointments	
only	will	continue	until	further	notice.	Appointments	are	for	
new-to-customer	vehicles	 and	 registrations	 that	 cannot	be	
easily	done	by	drop	box	(to	the	left	of	the	Town	Hall	door)	
or	US	Mail.	Renewals	 are	 done	by	drop	box,	 even	 if	 the	
registration	is	late.	
All	Antrim	residents	who	have	a	registered	vehicle(s)	re-

ceive	a	“renewal	mailer”	approximately	4–6	weeks	before	
their	birthday.	The	notice	is	a	courtesy—not	all	towns	send	
the	mailer.	The	mailer	has	all	the	information	necessary	to	
register	by	drop	box	or	US	Mail.	Once	the	renewal	informa-
tion	 is	 received	at	Town	Hall,	 the	 registrations	are	usually	

processed	and	sent	out	within	24	hours	(Monday–Thursday).	
The	 Town	 Clerk’s	 office	 also	 processes	 vital	 records	

(birth,	death,	marriage,	divorce)—the	Vital	Record	Appli-
cation	form	is	on	the	town’s	website	at	www.antrimnh.org.	
On	the	Home	Page,	click	on	“Find	It	Fast.”
Election	information	is	also	on	the	website:	Sample	bal-

lots,	Application	for	Absentee	Ballot	and	Return	form	are	
all	in	“Find	It	Fast.”
You	are	encouraged	to	subscribe	to	News	on	the	Home	

Page—you	will	receive	notifications	by	email	to	a	variety	
of	events	occurring	in	the	Town.	Easy	to	subscribe—easy	to	
unsubscribe.
Town	Clerk:	588–6785	x	223	or	antrimatc@tds.net.			ª

Message from the Town Clerk
Diane	Chauncey

Figure	1.	COVID-19	Case	and	Death	Rates	for	NH	Public	Health	Regions	
as	of	February	15,	2021 Figure	2.	Confirmed	COVID-19	Infection	Rates	by	Town
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Office	 603-827-3726
Cell	 603-209-2858

hal grant
real estate

Email:	halgrantrealestate@myfairpoint.net
110	Nelson	Road
PO	Box	328	 		Harrisville,	NH	03450

We	are	coming	up	on	the	one-year	anniversary	of	being	
aware	of	COVID–19,	and	our	first	lockdown.	As	a	church,	
we	have	made	major	adjustments	in	how	we	function,	but	
our	desire	to	connect	with	and	help	the	community	remains	
strong	and	a	priority	for	our	ministry.	Life	on	Zoom	has	en-
abled	us	to	not	only	virtually	worship	together,	but	also	have	
some	 fun	 interactions,	with	weekly	 trivia	 on	Mondays	 at	
6:30	p.m.,	weekly	coffee	chats	on	Thursdays	at	11:00	a.m.,	
and	 monthly	 murder	 mystery	 evenings	 having	 the	 added	
blessing	of	getting	to	know	each	other	better.	We	also	have	
the	 bonus	 of	 people	 joining	 us	 for	worship	 and	 activities	
from	a	distance.
In	the	life	of	the	church,	we	are	now	in	the	season	of	Lent,	

which	is	a	time	of	inward	thought	as	we	prepare	for	the	res-
urrection	of	Jesus	on	Easter	morning.	It	represents	the	forty	
days	that	Jesus	spent	in	the	wilderness.	During	Lent,	people	
traditionally	have	given	up	something	such	as	chocolate	or	
meat	as	a	sacrifice,	or	have	taken	on	a	new	tradition	such	as	
meditation,	prayer	or	helping	someone	else.
In	one	church	that	I	served,	a	former	Catholic	had	the	tradi-

tion	of	attending	church	throughout	Lent,	and	after	Easter	the	
church	would	not	see	her	until	the	following	Ash	Wednesday	
service.	I	was	unaware	of	this,	but	during	my	first	year	at	that	
church	she	showed	up	the	first	Sunday	in	Lent,	and	after	Easter	
she	continued	to	attend	worship.	One	day	she	told	me	of	her	
tradition	but	that	I	had	made	her	stay.	Of	course,	my	response	
was,	“It	wasn’t	me,	but	rather	it	was	God.”	I	explained	that	
God	was	using	me	to	help	her	on	her	faith	journey	to	experi-
ence	the	whole	Christian	year,	and	not	just	Lent	and	Easter.	
At	this	point,	we	plan	to	continue	to	worship	exclusively	

on	Zoom	through	at	least	March	21st.		At	our	March	Session	
meeting	we	will	make	a	decision	as	to	whether	or	not	we	will	
be	back	in	the	sanctuary	for	Palm	Sunday	on	March	28th.	We	
are	waiting	to	make	the	decision	in	March	so	that	we	have	the	
latest	information	on	the	COVID–19	virus	in	our	community.	
When	we	are	back	in	the	sanctuary	for	worship,	we	will	fol-
low	the	CDC	and	state	guidelines	that	are	current	at	the	time.	
In	addition,	when	we	do	return	to	in-person	worship,	we	will	
continue	to	use	Zoom	so	that	people	at	home	or	at	a	distance	

The Presbyterian Church
Jan	Howe,	Pastor

have	the	opportunity	to	continue	to	worship	with	us.	Please	
check	the	church	website	or	Facebook	page	for	the	current	
information,	or	e-mail	pastorantrimfpc@gmail.com.	
Our	special	worship	services	for	Holy	Week,	which	will	

either	be	on	Zoom	or	in	person,	are	as	follows:	
March 28 •	Palm Passion Sunday	at	10:30	a.m.
April 1	•	Maundy Thursday Service	at	7:00	p.m.
April 2	•	Good Friday Service	at	7:00	p.m.
April 4	•	Easter:	

Sunrise Service	at	6:30	a.m.	Antrim	Baptist	Church	lawn
Easter Worship Service	at	10:30	a.m.
The	Church	building	is	currently	open	only	for	the	Re-

vival	 Shop	 to	 be	 open	 every	 other	 Saturday	 (3/13,	 3/27,	
4/10,	4/24,	5/8	and	5/22)	10:00	a.m.–2:00	p.m.	We	are	also	
accepting	clean	clothing	during	these	hours.	As	always,	if	
you	wish	to	access	the	shop	at	another	time,	please	leave	a	
message	at	the	church	office	(588–2209),	and	someone	will	
coordinate	a	time	with	you.	The	shop	fulfills	a	vital	need	in	
the	community,	especially	during	the	cold	weather,	and	we	
make	sure	that	no	one	goes	without	necessary	clothing.
Finally,	please	know	that	you	are	welcome	to	join	us	for	

our	Zoom	worship	and	various	activities.			ª

Operation Santa Thank You
Tamasine	Wood-Creighton

AB	Lions	Treasurer

Happy	New	Year	and	THANK	YOU	to	this	community	
for	a	very	successful	Operation	Santa	2020.	The	generosity	
of	gifts	this	season	far	exceeded	expectations.	Santa’s	elves	
did	an	excellent	job	helping	68	children	to	have	a	wonder-
ful	Christmas.	Operation	Santa	was	also	able	to	donate	to	a	
few	organizations	 that	directly	assist	children	 in	our	area:	
The	Grapevine,	Avenue	A	Teen	Center,	Antrim–Benning-
ton	Food	Pantry,	and	End	68	Hours	of	Hunger;	and	the	el-
ementary	schools	in	Antrim	and	Bennington	received	dona-
tions	to	further	their	assistance.	All	of	these	efforts	would	
not	 have	 been	 possible	 without	 the	 cooperation	 of	 local	
businesses.	Antrim	Bennington	Lions	Club	 thanks	Antrim	
Lumber,	which	built	the	stands	for	the	Christmas	tree	sales	
and	Chief	Gale	and	the	Antrim	Fire	Department	for	assis-
tance	with	Santa	Claus’s	visit	 at	Tenney	Farm,	which	we	
also	 thank	for	 the	use	of	 their	parking	area	 to	sell	Christ-
mas	trees.	AB	Lions	Club	also	thanks	all	the	locations	that	
sponsored	Operation	Santa	donation	cards:	Tuttle	Library,	
Trends	of	Fashion,	Bank	of	New	Hampshire,	Dodge	Library	
and	Bennington	Garage.	It	was	the	generosity	of	the	people	
of	the	Antrim	and	Bennington	communities	who	donated	to	
Operation	Santa,	however,	that	made	all	the	purchases	and	
donations	possible.	THANK	YOU	again	for	all	YOUR	sup-
port.	Have	a	happy,	healthy	2021!			ª



				12	 The Limrik	•	March	2021	 	

In	his	inspirational	Inaugural	Address,	Governor	Sununu	
spoke	 of	 the	 division	 in	 our	 country,	 in	 our	 state,	 in	 our	
communities.	And	he	challenged	us	to	heal	the	divide	at	the	
local	 level—with	neighbors	helping	neighbors	and	people	
supporting	each	other	where	they	live,	relying	less	on	“the	
system”	 and	more	 on	 each	 other.	The	Governor’s	 speech	
was	a	 resounding	endorsement	of	 the	Antrim	Community	
Board	and	all	it	will	do	to	provide	many	new ways	for	us	to	
connect	with	and	support	each	other	on	an	ongoing	basis—
and	to	give	us	the	structure,	resources	and	follow-through	
to	carry	out	those	community	projects	we	all	want	and	need	
but	often	never	get	off	the	ground.	Like	this	passage:	

What is it that compels us to put aside our own instincts 
of self-preservation and make the sacrifices we have? It is 
faith, love of our family and respect for those who don’t 
have the fortunes of good health and capacity. It is those 
individuals who silently wait in the wings praying for us to 
live up to our end of the bargain that comes with the Live 
Free or Die spirit. It is naive and selfish to think that Live 
Free or Die speaks to the individual alone. With freedom 
comes great responsibility of fellowship and care for one 
another. And in that we may not depend solely on the un-
reliable compassions of a government system, but on the 
steadfast durability of our Granite State neighbors.
The	Governor	 is	 talking	about	community,	where	 local	

government	is	made	up	of	neighbors.	And	as	part	of	that	lo-
cal	government,	the	Antrim	Community	Board	will	provide	
the	structure and tools	to	harness	the	“steadfast	durability”	
of	neighbors	and	ensure	that	we	follow	through	and	sustain	
our	visions	for	ourselves	and	our	town.
Over	the	years	we	have	seen	and	participated	in	dozens	

of	 community	 planning,	 engagement,	 stakeholder	 events	
and	study	committees.	The	Antrim	2020	Community	Pro-
file	 identified	 the	 need	 for	 transportation	 and	 other	 com-
munity	 improvements,	 and	 the	 recent	 increase	 in	 suicides	
has	become	an	 issue	of	great	concern.	Over	and	over,	we	
hear	what	the	community	wants	and	needs;	the	ideas,	hopes,	
and	visions	we	have	to	make	Antrim	a	better	community	for	
all.	But	without	detailed	project	plans	and	follow-through,	
these	visions	fade.	
What	we	lack—what	we	need—is	a	town	board	specifi-

cally	tasked	with	and	accountable	for	assessment,	planning,	
development	and	project	management	for	community	ser-
vices	to	improve	the	health	and	well-being	of	residents.	The	
Antrim	Community	Board	or	ACB,	as	made	possible	for	us	
to	establish	by	State	Law	RSA	678,	will	ensure that the is-
sues most critical to our town are addressed	by	bringing	the	
necessary	 resources	 to	bear	and	providing	 the	mechanism	
with	which	to	manage	and	sustain	community	projects.

Antrim Community Board:
aLiGned WiTH a BrOader viSiOn FOr nH

Diane	Kendall
Kristen	Vance	McCormick

Where	will	we	find	these	resources—the	volunteers—for	
the	ACB	and	the	projects?	The	answer	is	in	the	primary	pur-
pose	of	 the	ACB	 itself—by	discovering	 the	 skills,	 talents	
and	interests	of	our	citizens.	By	building	a	database	of	these	
hometown	assets	and	connecting	interested	people	with	op-
portunities	to	get	involved,	and	by	rolling	up	our	sleeves	to	
work	on	projects	 that	 tap	our	gifts	and	interests,	 the	ACB	
will	continuously	discover	new	volunteers	who	will	bring	
their	 skills	 and	 talents	 to	 improving	 community	 life,	and	
will	help	to	grow	our	future	civic	leaders.	
The	Governor	closes	with	this	challenge:	
We are at the precipice of a paradigm shift. We each have 

the opportunity to live with independence and freedom, 
while fiercely fighting for the best interests of our neighbors, 
our state and our country. Let’s not waste this chance. As we 
often do, let New Hampshire lead the way.
Let	Antrim	lead	the	way.	Vote	YES	on	the	Warrant	Arti-

cle	at	our	2021	Town	Meeting	to	establish	the	Antrim	Com-
munity	Board.			ª

SCHEDULE A TOUR WITH TOBY
TODAY 603-924-3691

INDEPENDENT LIVING, ASSISTED LIVING, AND MEMORY CARE

NON-PROFIT 501(C) CHARITABLE ORGANIZATION

What is home? At Scott-Farrar home is not worrying about 
plowing the driveway, shoveling walkways, and other winter 
chores. Home is having friendly staff from our housekeeping 
team stop by to tidy up your apartment. Home is selecting a 
good book from our library and enjoying the calm 
atmosphere as you read.

SCOTT-FARRAR IS HOME

NOW
AVAILABLE
Assisting Living
Apartments
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James A. Tuttle Library
Cindy	Jewett,	Library	Director

Antrim Historical Society News
Bill nichols

The	Antrim	Historical	Society	has	been	very	busy	since	
the	Apple	Crisp	Social	last	fall.	Along	with	entering	infor-
mation	on	over	6500	artifacts	into	our	archiving	system,	our	
new	exhibit	dividers	have	arrived	and	the	museum	is	under-
going	a	bit	of	a	transformation	from	last	year.	Several	new	
exhibits	have	been	planned	out	and	are	taking	shape	quite	
nicely.	New	cabinets	are	being	built	to	house	all	of	our	ad-
ditional	items	and	will	be	completed	this	month.
If	you’re	visiting	the	library,	there	is	usually	someone	in	

the	museum	that	can	help	you	with	any	questions.	You	can	
also	email	us	if	you	need	help	with	any	research.
It’s	membership	time	again!	Thanks	to	everyone	who	has	

already	mailed	in	their	dues.	If	you’ve	been	meaning	to	mail	
in	your	dues	but	forgot,	our	mailing	address	is	P.O.	Box	172,	
Antrim.	If	you’re	not	a	member	but	have	been	thinking	about	
joining,	yearly	dues	are	only	$15	for	an	individual	or	$25	for	
the	whole	family.	Your	dues	help	us	procure,	preserve	and	
protect	the	artifacts	of	Antrim’s	past.
We’re	still	looking	to	fill	a	couple	of	seats	on	the	board.	If	

you	think	you	might	be	interested,	give	us	a	shout.
Are	there	things	in	Antrim	that	you’re	curious	about?	For	

example,	 “Why	 does	Antrim	 have	 a	Bandstand	 but	 not	 a	
band?”	or	“Who	was	Phillip	Riley?”	and	“Are	there	really	
Native	Americans	buried	in	the	cemetery	on	Meetinghouse	
Hill?”	Well	if	there	are,	send	your	questions	to	antrimhis-
toricalsociety@gmail.com	 and	 we’ll	 find	 the	 answer	 for	
you,	or	at	least	we’ll	try.
For	more	information	on	the	Historical	Society,	you	can	

visit	 our	 website	 by	 going	 to	 the	AntrimNH.org	 website.	
You’ll	find	us	listed	under	the	Committees	tab.
Until	 next	 time,	 remember	 what	 Theodore	 Roosevelt	

said,	 “The	more	you	know	about	 the	past,	 the	better	pre-
pared	you	are	for	the	future.”
Stay	safe	and	stay	in	touch.			ª

We	are	pleased	to	announce	that	the	James	A.	Tuttle	Li-
brary	has	been	selected	as	one	of	200	libraries	in	the	country	
to	participate	in	Libraries	Transforming	Communities:	Fo-
cus	on	Small	and	Rural	Libraries,	an	American	Library	As-
sociation	(ALA)	initiative	that	helps	library	workers	better	
serve	 their	 small	 and	 rural	 communities.	The	 competitive	
award	comes	with	a	$3,000	grant	that	will	help	the	library	
have	a	community	conversation	about	reimaging	the	library	
(similar	to	Antrim	2020).	Our	goal	is	to	gather	information	
from	the	community	to	create	a	strategic	plan.	As	part	of	the	
grant	we	are	planning	to	purchase	laptops,	databases	and	a	
Zoom	license,	and	set	up	hotspots.	Once	we	have	the	new	
devices,	please	contact	the	library	to	make	an	appointment	
for	 any	 telemedicine,	 court,	 education,	 or	 job	 interviews	
that	require	this	type	of	technology.

Library Hours
Monday	 2:00–6:00
Tuesday	 2:00–8:00
Wednesday	 2:00–6:00
Thursday	 2:00–8:00
Friday	 10:00–4:00	(temporary	hours)	
Saturday	 10:00–4:00

TeCH HeLP—a Free ServiCe
Problems	 with	 your	 iPad?	 Confused	 by	 your	 comput-

er?	 Frustrated	 with	 Facebook?	 Make	 an	 appointment	 on	
Wednesdays	from	3:00–5:30	with	Christopher	for	any	type	
of	tech	help.			

neW daTaBaSeS
Newsbank America’s News	
Explore	 stories	 from	 newspapers	 across	 the	 United	

States.	NewsBank	consolidates	current	and	archived	infor-
mation	from	thousands	of	newspaper	titles,	as	well	as	news-
wires,	 web	 editions,	 blogs,	 videos,	 broadcast	 transcripts,	
business	journals,	periodicals,	government	documents	and	
other	 publications.	 Do	 you	 homeschool?	 NewsBank	 has	
daily	 lesson	plans	 for	you	 to	use.	NewsBank’s	 school-fo-
cused	solutions	include	primary	sources	and	inquiry-based	
projects	 that	 support	 learning,	 enhance	 research	 and	 help	
develop	critical	thinking	skills.	Log	on	to	read	Monadnock 
Ledger-Transcript,	Union Leader,	Concord Monitor,	Bos-
ton Herald	and	so	much	more	 in	full	 text.	Call	us	for	 the	
password	and	if	you	need	help	navigating.	.
Transparent Language (computer and app)
If	you’re	looking	to	learn	a	language,	chances	are	Trans-

parent	Language	has	it.	This	app	and	website	has	programs	
for	more	than	100	languages.	Included	is	KidSpeak,	a	learn-
ing	resource	for	young	children	to	use	to	broaden	their	ho-
rizons	 as	 they	work	 their	way	 through	 fun	 and	 engaging	
activities.	 Content	 is	 age-appropriate—designed	 for	 ages	
six	and	up,	children	will	 learn	words	and	phrases	suitable	

for	their	age,	needs,	and	interests.	Call	the	library	for	help	
creating	an	account.
Please	 check	 our	 website	 at	 https://www.antrimnh.org/

james-tuttle-library	for	programs	and	updated	information.
We will be closed on the following days:	
Monday,	February	15		•		President’s	Day
Monday,	May	31		•		Memorial	Day

ª

Thank you ...
to	Richard	Verney,	owner	of	the	Monadnock	Paper	Mills,	for	his	
generous	donation	of	the	paper	on	which	the	Limrik	is	printed.
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Dry Firewood For Sale 

We only sell dry firewood because that is the best & safest 
way to burn it.  We have been producing this year’s fire-
wood all winter. Order today for fall 2021 delivery.  
Price:$270/cord delivered for 3 or more cords. $280/
cord for 1 or 2 cords. Ask our customers—it is dry!  Call: 
603-588-3272 or email at levesque@inrsllc.com 

We are taking 
orders for dry 
firewood for 
delivery in fall 
of 2021.  We 

sell out early so 
it is not too 

early to place 
an order now. 

 
Old Pound Road Fire-
wood and Sugar House  
Divisions of: Innovative Natural 
Resource Solutions LLC 

37 Old Pound Road 
Antrim, NH 03440 
Charles Levesque 
President 
levesque@inrsllc.com 
603-588-3272 

We also have plenty of maple syrup from this year’s crop!  
We will have our sugar house OPEN HOUSE on Sat. 
March 20 and Sun. the 21   10am - 4pm  COVID safe 

Conservation Corner
Peter	Beblowski

Chair,	Antrim	Conservation	Commission

This	 issue	 of	Conservation	Corner	 discusses	 trails	 and	
upland	invasive	plants	again.	It	is	the	intent	of	the	Antrim	
Conservation	Commission,	in	conjunction	with	the	Antrim	
2020	Trails	Group,	to	have	the	Lily	Pond	Trail	placed	on	the	
regional	 trail	 database	 system	 administered	 by	 the	Upper	
Valley	Trail	Alliance	through	UNH	Extension	and	available	
at	www.trailfinder.info.	This	will	be	the	second	town-main-
tained	 trail	 documented	 on	Trail	 Finder.	Two	other	 trails,	
one	maintained	by	NH	Audubon	at	the	DePierrefeu-Willard	
Pond	Wildlife	Sanctuary	and	one	maintained	by	The	Nature	
Conservancy	 at	 the	 Loveren’s	Mill	White	Cedar	 Swamp,	
are	 also	 located	 in	Antrim	 and	 featured	 in	 this	 database.	
The	Antrim	Conservation	Commission	will	be	working	on	
trails	at	the	Hurlin	properties	in	Antrim	Center	in	the	com-
ing	year.	The	commission-maintained	trails	have	trailhead	
mailboxes	with	trail	information	and	note	pads	for	leaving	
messages	on	how	you	 liked	 the	 trail	 or	what	 the	weather	
was	like.	Some	also	have	guidebooks	in	them	to	help	with	
tree	IDs.	In	the	future	we	hope	to	set	up	“Friends	of”	work-
ing	groups	for	each	of	the	trails.	If	you	would	like	to	help	
on	a	particular	trail	or	would	like	to	know	when	events	are	
occurring	on	a	particular	 trail,	please	contact	Linda	Bryer	
at	tlbryer@comcast.net	or	any	other	member	of	the	Antrim	

Conservation	Commission.
One	of	the	other	things	the	Conservation	Commission	is	

planning	on	doing	this	spring	is	an	inventory	of	the	upland	
invasive	plant	species	on	town-owned	properties.	Spring	is	
a	good	time	to	take	this	on.	This	is	an	enormous	task,	and	if	
anyone	needs	a	hand	with	identifying	invasive	plants	such	
as	Norway	Maple,	Autumn	Olive,	Japanese	Barberry,	Ori-
ental	Bittersweet,	Burning	Bush	or	Japanese	Knotweed,	to	
name	a	few	that	have	a	significant	hold	on	some	properties	
downtown,	please	take	a	look	at	the	following	Department	
of	Agriculture	website:	https://www.agriculture.nh.gov/di-
visions/plant-industry/invasive-plants.htm.	 It	 has	 a	 ton	 of	
great	information.	If	you	have	additional	questions,	please	
feel	free	to	contact	a	member	of	 the	Antrim	Conservation	
Commission	 and	we	will	 try	 to	 answer	your	questions	or	
obtain	 the	 information	for	you	 if	an	answer	 is	not	 readily	
available.			ª

Snow dog
Bruce	McGuffin

She’s	up	then	down,	a	whale	sounding,	
A	spray	of	flakes,	then	back	below,	
Her	tail	a	flag	to	find	this	bounding	
two-foot	dog	in	three-foot	snow.
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Antrim Bennington Lions Club
Nancy	F.	Blair,	President

Well,	the	pandemic	hasn’t	slowed	the	Lions	Club	down!	
It	may	have	changed	the	way	that	we	do	things,	but	we	sure	
are	still	“doing”!	In	a	separate	article,	you	can	read	about	
how	very	successful	Christmas	tree	sales	and	our	Operation	
Santa	drive	were	this	year,	but	the	club	is	still	busy	in	lots	
of	other	ways.
Thanks	to	Tamasine	Wood-Creighton	and	Rick	Wood	we	

have	ramped	up	our	Facebook	page	and	our	Lions	Club	web	
page.	Please	visit	to	keep	up	with	all	that	is	going	on.
We	had	a	very	successful	membership	drive	before	 the	

holidays	 and	 have	 welcomed	 three	 new	 members	 to	 our	
club.	We	are	always	happy	to	welcome	new	members	and	
would	love	to	hear	from	anyone	who	would	like	to	be	part	
of	 a	 very	 fun	 group	who	 continue,	 even	 in	 very	 difficult	
times,	to	offer	support	and	service	to	our	community!	Pres-
ently	there	is	a	waiver	for	the	new	member	fee	until	July	1st.	
This	is	a	great	time	to	join	and	take	advantage!
In	addition	to	Operation	Santa,	the	club	recently	donated	

to	Antrim	Elementary	and	Pierce	Schools,	Avenue	A,	The	
Grapevine,	End	68	Hours	of	Hunger	and	the	Antrim	Food	
Pantry.	During	the	past	fiscal	year,	we	have	donated	to	the	
NH	Sight	 and	Hearing	Foundation,	 the	First	 Presbyterian	
Church,	the	New	England	Honor	Flight,	Monadnock	Com-
munity	Hospital	COVID–19	research,	Lions	Club	Interna-
tional	and	Dog	Sight.	As	you	can	see,	the	club	is	very	busy	
supporting	our	community!	The	club	also	collected	socks	
and	underwear	for	the	Lions	Youth	Services	socks	and	un-
derwear	drive	that	was	held	for	Waypoint	(formerly	Child	
and	Family	Services).
We	continue	to	meet	on	Zoom,	thanks	to	our	Zoom	Mas-

ter,	Victor	Rosansky,	 and	 continue	 to	 have	 a	 speaker	 pro-
gram	at	our	second	meeting	of	the	month.	On	February	16th,	
we	heard	from	Sylvia	Pelletier	from	the	Childhood	Cancer	
Lifeline.	Support	of	childhood	cancer	is	a	new	initiative	for	
the	Lion’s	second	century	of	service.	On	March	16th,	we	will	
host	Scott	Wilson	from	the	NH	Sight	and	Hearing	Founda-
tion,	and	on	April	20th,	Brenda	Slongwhite,	who	is	Director	
of	Public	Welfare	for	the	Town	of	Antrim,	will	join	us.	These	
sessions	are	usually	about	a	half-hour	presentation	with	a	Q	
and	A	session	to	follow.	If	anyone	is	interested,	please	join	
us!	Contact	me	at	588–8015	or	blairhouse@mcttelecom.com	
and	we	will	get	you	a	link	to	the	Zoom	meeting.
We	look	forward	to	when	we	can	meet	again	in	person.	

But	for	now	the	AB	Lions	Zoom	along,	doing	what	they	do	
best...Serving	Our	Community!			ª

2021 Dog Licenses are due by April 30
Register	by	mail	or	drop	box:		your	name,	dog(s)	name(s),	
address,	 phone	 number,	 self-addressed	 stamped	 envelope	

($0.75	 for	one	 to	 three	dogs)	 and	
a	check	made	payable	to	“Town	of	
Antrim”	 to	Town	of	Antrim,	Dog	
License,	PO	Box	517,	Antrim,	NH	
03440–0517.
Each	 dog	 over	 4	 months	 old	

must	 be	 licensed	 by	 its	 owner	 or	
keeper	 prior	 to	 April	 30	 of	 each	
year.	The	 license	 is	effective	May	
1	 to	 April	 30	 of	 the	 subsequent	
year.	Proof	of	updated	rabies	vac-
cination	must	 be	 presented	 at	 the	
time	of	licensing.	Any	person	who	

keeps	five	or	more	dogs	may	apply	for	a	group	license.	Veri-
fication	must	be	furnished	that	each	dog	has	been	vaccinated	
against	rabies.

FeeS
Male	or	Female	Dog—$9.00
Spayed	or	Neutered	Dog—$6.50	(please	bring	paperwork)
Puppy—Under	7	months	of	age—$6.50
1st	Dog	owned	by	a	Senior	(65	and	over)—$2.00
Group	License	(5–10	dogs)—$20.00
Group	License	(10	or	more	dogs)—$25.00

In	 addition	 to	 the	 license	 fees	 listed	 above,	 there	 is	 a	
charge	of	$1.00	for	each	month	or	any	part	thereof	that	the	
fees	remain	unpaid	after	May	31st.
Failure	to	license	your	dog	is	a	violation	of	State	law.	A	

civil	 forfeiture	 fee	will	 also	be	assessed	 in	 the	amount	of	
$25.00,	which	is	payable	within	fifteen	(15)	days	of	receipt	
of	the	notice	of	failure	to	register	your	dog(s).	If	the	forfei-
ture	fee	is	not	paid	within	that	time,	a	summons	to	appear	in	
court	will	be	issued	by	the	Antrim	Police.	
Please	notify	 the	Town	Clerk’s	 office	 if	 you	no	 longer	

own	the	dog.			ª

Reliable, Quality, Professional 
Service at Competitive Rates

JCL SEPTIC SERVICE LLP

588-2520 464-4802
924-4433529-8818

Frank’s Septic Service
Septic Tank Pumping • Septic Installation • Leach Field Inspection 

Cover Extensions • Pipe Repair • Complete Excavation • Baffl  e Repairs

LICENSED BY THE NEW HAMPSHIRE
DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES24-HR

Emergency
Service www.JCLSEPTICSERVICE.com

SEPTIC SERVICE LLP

Thanks to …
Marguerite	Roberts,	Karen	Weisswange	and	
Ruth	Benedict	for	faithfully	delivering	The Limrik	
to	sites	all	over	town	every	quarter.	 	 	 	 	 	 	

—	Editor	
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Tyler’s small engine
SALES & SERVICE

Route 202, Antrim, NH 03440

588-6200

MON—FRI  8 am to 5:30 pm
SAT  9 am to 1 pm

POWER EQUIPMENT

www.tylerssmallengine.com

                   

                                           Jeannette Anderson 
                                                                                       26 Main Street 
                                                                                    Antrim, NH 03440  
                                                                              603-588-3600 
                                                             janderson@bellowsnichols.com                                                                              

                                                                                      
                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
                                                                                                                                    

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               Home  Auto 
                                  Business 

                                       
                                      Life  Health 

                                       Long Term Care 
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In	the	late	19th	century,	travelers	heading	north	from	Ben-
nington	 and	 crossing	Great	Brook	where	Goodell	Park	 is	
now	could	look	to	the	east,	towards	where	Richard	and	Lor-
raine	Edmunds	now	live	on	Depot	Street,	and	be	greeted	by	
a	lovely	two-and-a-half-story	building	known	as	the	Carter	
House.
In	1787,	a	man	by	the	name	of	Ebenezer	Kimball,	born	

in	Wenham,	Massachusetts,	moved	 to	Antrim	 and	 built	 a	
house	on	Depot	Street.	Local	historian	Rev.	W.	R.	Cochrane	
wrote	 that	 it	was	 a	 “long,	 low	house,	with	 the	 gable	 end	
standing	square	up	to	the	road.”	The	following	year,	Ebene-
zer	opened	the	first	retail	store	in	the	town	of	Antrim,	which	
was	operated	from	the	rear	of	his	home.	Ebenezer	married	
Polly	Aiken	 in	1792.	Polly,	 the	 first	white	person	born	 in	
Antrim,	had	made	her	appearance	on	April	15,	1768,	and	
was	the	daughter	of	Deacon	James	Aiken,	who	had	become	
the	second	Antrim	settler	in	April	1767.	Ebenezer	operated	
his	store	for	the	next	five	or	six	years	and	eventually	sold	
it	to	Andrew	Seaton.	The	store	passed	through	the	hands	of	
many	others,	 including	Moses	McFarland,	William	Whit-
temore,	“Miller	and	Caldwell”	and	James	Campbell,	before	
they	moved	on	to	other	things.
George	Duncan	came	to	Antrim	by	way	of	Hancock	in	

the	early	1800s.	He	worked	for	a	while	at	the	tannery	at	the	

The Carter House
Bill	Nichols

foot	 of	Poor’s	Hill,	 the	bottom	of	High	Street,	 and	 even-
tually	purchased	that	business.	In	1820,	George	began	op-
erating	 the	 store	 at	 the	 “old	 low	house”	 on	Depot	Street.	
He	made	vast	improvements	and	enlarged	the	building,	the	
“chief	part	of	which	was	built”	by	him,	according	to	Rev.	
Cochrane.	George	was	also	a	selectman,	moderator,	repre-
sentative,	postmaster	and	town	clerk	 in	Antrim	during	his	
time	here.	George	passed	away	in	January	1840.
Not	much	 is	known	about	 the	owners	of	 the	house	be-

tween	1840	and	1860,	when	Charles	H.	Carter	came	along	
from	Amherst.	Charles	was	in	Antrim	to	engage	in	manu-
facturing	 the	 “People’s	Pump,”	 a	 residential	 fire	 suppres-
sion	 system	 of	 sorts.	 Charles	 moved	 to	 Peterborough	 in	
1870,	but	 returned	 to	Antrim	 in	1876	when,	 according	 to	
Rev.	Cochrane,	he	“enlarged	and	extensively	improved	the	
George	Duncan	place	in	South	Village,	making	the	public	
house	known	as	the	Carter	House.”
In	the	July	27,	1876,	edition	of	the	Peterborough Tran-

script,	it	was	reported	that	“Charles	Carter,	recently	of	your	
town,	has	remodeled	and	improved	his	residence	in	the	vil-
lage,	and	is,	we	hear,	soon	to	open	a	hotel—a	much	needed	
improvement	in	the	town.”	By	October	of	that	same	year,	
the	Transcript	was	reporting	that	Antrim	“seems	to	be	the	
liveliest	 little	 business	 town	 in	 the	 vicinity”	 and	 that	 the	
Carter	 House	was	 “nicely	 finished	 and	 furnished,	 and	 as	
neat	as	wax,	and	affords	the	most	pleasant	accommodations	
to	the	weary	traveler.”	
Weary	 travelers	weren’t	 the	 only	 ones	 that	 saw	 a	 ben-

efit	to	the	newly-opened	Carter	House.	On	January	1,	1877,	
Mr.	and	Mrs.	David	Goodell,	owners	of	Goodell	Company,	
hosted	a	New	Year’s	dinner	party	at	 the	Carter	House	for	
eighty	employees.	This	consisted	of	a	turkey	dinner	at	1:00	
p.m.,	followed	by	a	“very	social”	affair.
In	 January	 1880,	 Charles	 was	 finishing	 off	 a	 little	 30-

foot	by	60-foot	addition,	no	doubt	to	accommodate	all	those	
dinner	parties	and	weary	travelers,	but	by	September	1881,	
things	were	about	to	change.	C.	H.	Neal	advertised	a	Sep-
tember	17th	auction	of	“all	 the	furniture	and	furnishings	of	
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Community Calendar

MarCH 2021
 9	 VOTE Town Elections	•	Antrim	Town	Hall	•	8:00	a.m.	–	7:00	p.m.
	 11 Town Meeting	•	Antrim	Town	Gym	•	7:00	p.m.
	 13 Virtual Tea Party for Adults	•	The	Grapevine	RSVP	(588-2620)	by	March	10
	 16 NH Sight & Hearing Foundation speaker	•	Lions	Club	•	Zoom	meeting	contact	Nancy	Blair	588-8015
	 18 Racism Study Group	•	Zoom	meeting	contact	Linda	Bundy	588-2254
	 20-21 Sugar House Maple Weekend	•	various	locations	around	Antrim	(see	article	on	page	20)
	 26 Maps, Quests and Treasure Hunts	•	The	Grapevine	•	9:00	–	11:00	a.m.	McCabe	Forest		 	

aPriL 2021
	 4	 Easter Sunrise Service	•	Antrim	Baptist	Church	lawn	with	First	Presbyterian	Church	•	6:30	p.m.
	 15 Racism Study Group	•	Zoom	meeting	contact	Linda	Bundy	588-2254
	 20 Brenda Slongwhite, Dir. Public Welfare	•	Lions	Club	•	Zoom	meeting	contact	Nancy	Blair	588-8015
	 24 Searching for Spring at McCabe Forest	•	The	Grapevine	•	10:00	–	11:30	a.m.	 	 	

May 2021
 8	 Annual Spring Walk for Families	•	The	Grapevine	•	details	coming:	www.grapevinenh.org	 	

anTriM reCreaTiOn SkaTinG On GreGG Lake

Photo	by	Celeste	Lunetta

anTriM BaPTiST CHUrCH neWS
Charlie	Boucher,	Pastor

March 28–April 3 • Holy Week • A	special	Holy Week 
video service	with	church	members	participating	in	drama,	
music,	and	readings.	Email	abcantrim@gmail.com	to	
receive	a	video	link	to	YouTube.
April 4	•	Easter:
Joint	Easter Sunrise Service	at	6:30	a.m.	with	the	First	
Presbyterian	Church	on	the	lawn	of	the	Baptist	Church.
Easter Service	at	10:30	a.m.

FirST PreSByTerian CHUrCH
Jan	Howe,	Pastor

March 28 •	Palm Passion Sunday	at	10:30	a.m.
April 1	•	Maundy Thursday Service	at	7:00	p.m.
April 2	•	Good Friday Service	at	7:00	p.m.
April 4	•	Easter:	

Sunrise Service	at	6:30	a.m.	Antrim	Baptist	Church	lawn
Easter Worship Service	at	10:30	a.m.

For	more	information	e-mail	pastorantrimfpc@gmail.com
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the	‘Carter	House’	in	Antrim—a	large	and	attractive	sale,”	
and	 a	week	 later	C.	H.	Neal	was	moving	 to	Nashua,	 and	
Milton	Tenney,	who	was	born	in	Marlow	in	1836,	was	the	
new	proprietor	of	the	Carter	House,	although	Charles	Cart-
er	still	owned	the	building.	By	April	1888,	Milton	Tenney	
had	bigger	 and	better	 ideas.	He	 left	 the	Carter	House	 and	
opened	a	new	hotel	 fittingly	called	 the	Antrim	House	and	
later	referred	to	as	the	Maplehurst	Inn.	Along	with	running	
the	Carter	House	and	 then	 the	Antrim	House,	Tenney	was	
well	 involved	 in	 town	 affairs,	 serving	 as	 overseer	 of	 the	
poor,	selectman	and	representative	before	his	death	in	1916.	
It	appears	 that	a	Mr.	&	Mrs.	
Henry	 B.	 Farwell	 took	 over	
as	 the	 proprietors	 of	 the	
Carter	 House,	 possibly	 after	
managing	 it	 for	 Tenney	 for	
several	 years	 before	 he	 sold	
the	rights	to	the	Carter	House	
business.
Rooms	at	the	Carter	House	

were	available	by	the	day	or	
for	 more	 permanent	 stays.	
Those	who	made	 the	Carter	
House	 their	 home	 occasion-
ally	passed	away	there.	One	notable	death	was	that	of	Pro-
fessor	A.	G.	Sherlock,	a	musical	and	theatrical	director	well	
known	 throughout	New	England.	According	 to	 the	Tran-
script,	he	had	recently	conducted	“operette	entertainments	
with	local	talent	in	Nashua,	Manchester,	Concord,	Wilton,	
Milford,	Hillsborough	and	 last	at	Antrim.”	He	died	at	 the	
Carter	House	of	a	cerebral	hemorrhage	in	1886	at	the	age	
of	40.
In	January	1889,	considerable	damage	was	done	 to	 the	

interior	walls	of	the	hotel.	It	seems	someone	thought	add-
ing	 kerosene	 to	 an	 already	 burning	 coal	 fire	was	 a	 novel	
idea.	Luckily,	 there	was	no	 report	 of	 injury	or	 any	major	
damage,	but	 that	wouldn’t	be	 the	only	excitement	 the	ho-
tel	would	see.	According	to	the	latest	town	history,	Parades 
and Promenades,	the	Carter	House	“at	least	once	had	been	
raided	and	found	to	be	in	violation	of	the	liquor	laws.”
On	February	12,	1894,	several	horses	hitched	to	a	snow	

roller	 went	 running	wildly	 through	 town	with	 the	 driver,	
Robert	Shea,	hanging	from	the	pole	between	the	horses.	He	
eventually	managed	to	get	control	of	the	horses	as	he	pulled	
into	the	yard	of	the	hotel.	And	100	years	ago,	David	Cohen	
was	pulling	his	chain-drive	vehicle	 into	 the	Carter	House	
yard	when	the	chain	broke.	With	no	emergency	brake,	the	
runaway	car	crashed	into	the	home	of	Margaret	Shea	at	the	
corner	of	Depot	and	Water	Streets.	According	to	the	Antrim 
Reporter	on	February	16,	1921,	“the	enclosure	where	 the	
driver	sat	was	well	smashed	to	pieces	but	Mr.	Cohen	was	
not	injured.”
In	1892,	 records	 indicated	 that	Charles	Carter	was	still	

The Carter House continued from page 16

the	owner	of	the	Carter	House	property	and	living	in	the	res-
idence.	However,	between	1892	and	1922,	the	Carter	House	
would	see	no	less	than	eight	different	hoteliers.	This	might	
explain	 the	change	 in	 the	name	from	 the	Carter	House	 to	
the	New	Antrim	House,	not	to	be	confused	with	the	Antrim	
House	being	run	by	Mr.	Tenney,	and	with	the	new	name	the	
old	Carter	House	had	a	new	owner...Mr.	George	F.	Cluff.
By	 the	 spring	 of	 1924,	Mr.	Cluff	was	 putting	 consider-

able	money	into	the	New	Antrim	House’s	repair	and	furnish-
ings,	and	business	was	going	well.	An	Antrim Reporter	ar-
ticle	reported	that	the	New	Antrim	House	had	just	put	up	a	

“very	 attractive	 new	 electric	
sign,”	 but	 unfortunately	 that	
sign	 wouldn’t	 survive	 to	
see	 Christmas.	 Shortly	 be-
fore	 1:00	 a.m.	 on	December	
23,	 1924,	 someone	 noticed	
smoke	 and	 fire	 in	 the	 New	
Antrim	House,	and	 the	 town	
fire	alarm	was	sounded.	The	
fire	 department,	 along	 with	
many	 other	 residents,	 re-
sponded	 to	help,	but	 the	 fire	
had	a	head	start.	Everyone	es-

caped	safely,	but	two	people	were	injured,	one	jumping	from	
a	second-story	window,	and	attended	to	by	the	local	doctor.	
Almost	all	clothing	and	personal	effects	were	destroyed,	and	
although	the	adjoining	properties	were	saved,	the	old	Carter	
House	was	a	total	loss.
Unfortunately,	because	of	the	fire,	there	is	nothing	tangi-

ble	left	of	the	Carter	House,	barring	a	beautiful	photo	taken	
by	Antrim	photographer	Fred	Nay	and	some	pool	table	li-
censes,	most	likely	preserved	by	Town	Hall.	The	old	Carter	
House	served	the	town	proudly	for	137	years,	seeing	dozens	
of	owners	and	landlords,	providing	work	for	hundreds	of	lo-
cal	people	and	accommodations	for	thousands.
Although	the	structure	was	gone,	the	Carter	House	would	

still	 provide	 one	more	 thing	 for	 the	 town.	At	 some	 point	
after	the	fire,	Route	202	was	being	built	and	the	Otis	Smith	
tenement	house,	which	sat	just	opposite	Goodell	Park,	was	
in	the	way.	Instead	of	tearing	it	down,	the	owners	decided	
to	move	it,	and	the	old	Carter	House	foundation	provided	a	
place	for	it	to	sit	for	a	few	more	years.
Please	visit	our	website	to	see	photos	of	the	Carter	House	

and	other	artifacts.	Is	there	another	building	in	town	you’re	
curious	about?	Send	us	an	email	at	antrimhistoricalsociety@
gmail.com.			ª		

The Limrik	is	printed	by
Savron Graphics,	Jaffrey
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Antrim	Recreation	is	plugging	along	in	these	pandemic	
times!	Our	winter	programs	included	pop-up	activities	like	
treasure	hunts,	holiday	lights,	basketball	and	lacrosse	at	the	
Town	Gym,	music	and	movement	for	preschoolers,	yoga	at	
the	gym	and	online	virtual	yoga	and	strength	classes.	
We	 participated	 in	 a	 Southern	 NH	 Regional	 Tour	 of	

Lights,	in	which	people	from	several	area	towns	decorated	
and	 included	 their	 homes	on	 a	map	 for	 people	 to	 use	 for	
personal	 festive	 driving	 tours.	 In	Antrim,	we	 had	 several	
participants,	and	the	Sloan	families	were	the	(surprisingly)	
random	winners	of	our	drawing,	taking	home	a	gift	certifi-
cate	to	Edmunds	Ace	Hardware.	There	were	many	beautiful	
displays	on	the	tour,	and	we	believe	this	will	be	an	ongoing	
tradition!	 The	 Recreation	Department	 joined	 in	 the	 spirit	
and	decorated	the	Bandstand	at	Memorial	Park,	an	activity	
that	hasn’t	taken	place	for	several	years.	
At	Gregg	Lake	Beach,	we	created	a	skating	area,	and	are	

very	grateful	to	volunteers	from	the	community	that	helped	
us	keep	it	clear,	and	to	the	Fire	Department	for	helping	us	
flood	 it	 after	 it	was	marred	by	 some	 four-wheeler	 tracks.	
We	had	great	winter	 conditions	 for	 activities	 in	 the	 snow	
and	on	the	ice.	
Looking	forward	to	spring,	our	activities	are	starting	to	

diversify,	as	we	gain	an	advantage	on	the	pandemic,	as	well	

as	fluency	with	providing	safe	programming	during	a	pub-
lic	 health	 crisis.	 In	March,	we	 are	 holding	 two	weeks	 of	
recreation	 youth	 programming	 during	 the	 ConVal	 school	
vacation,	including	a	residency	with	Lisa	from	New	Hamp-
shire	Dance	Institute	for	kids	in	2nd	through	5th	grade.	We	are	
also	holding	spring	sports	clinics	(baseball,	softball	and	la-
crosse),	and	are	supporting	small	groups	of	basketball	play-
ers.	We	will	have	continued	arts	projects	 to	go,	and	some	
“Smart	Art”	activities.	We	are	bringing	archery	and	fencing	
to	Antrim	 residents	beginning	 in	April.	More	 information	
and	 the	 registration	 information	 for	 all	 of	 these	programs	
can	be	found	on	the	town	website,	at	the	library,	on	the	bul-
letin	board	at	Town	Hall,	and	by	calling	us	at	588–3121.	
We	 anticipate	 restarting	 our	 community	 bus	 trips	 and	

movie	series	in	April	and	May	this	year.	Also,	after	a	very	
successful	beach	summer	in	2020,	we	will	continue	to	staff	
Gregg	Lake	beach	on	weekends	in	May,	with	beach	staff	on	
duty	full	time	at	the	end	of	June.	Summer	camp	programs	
will	 be	published	 in	March,	with	 registrations	opening	 to	
Antrim	residents	only	on	March	8.	
For	information	on	our	programs	as	they	open	up,	please	

watch	the	Parks	and	Recreation	page	on	antrimnh.org.
You	can	find	us	on	Facebook,	as	well,	or	you	can	call	us	

at	588–3121.			ª

Antrim Recreation
Celeste	Lunetta,	Director
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Innovative Natural  
Resource Solutions, LLC 

We provide full forestry services.  Let us 
come to your Antrim woodlot and do a free 

site visit to discuss your forestry options.  
 Charles Levesque NH Licensed Forester #281  

Call 603-588-3272  or e-mail levesque@inrsllc.com 

www.inrsllc.com        

Happy Winter to all Bobcats!
Kat	Foecking
Principal,	GBS

It	is	hard	to	believe,	but	we	are	just	over	halfway	through	
the	2020–2021	school	year.	I	continue	to	be	grateful	to	our	
students,	families,	and	staff	members	for	their	constant	dili-
gence	to	our	district’s	COVID–19	mitigation	strategies.	By	
washing	hands,	wearing	masks,	and	keeping	our	distance,	we	
have	been	able	to	keep	our	doors	open	for	most	of	this	school	
year.	 I	 have	 many	 educator	 and	 administrative	 colleagues	
across	the	country	who	are	not	able	to	make	that	statement—
I	am	so	proud	to	be	a	part	of	the	ConVal	School	District.	
On	Wednesday,	February	3,	we	held	the	District	Delib-

erative	Session	 in	person	 at	ConVal	High	School.	At	 this	
meeting,	 the	warrant	 articles	were	 finalized	and	 they	will	
appear	on	the	ballot	on	March	9.	Information	about	the	war-
rant	articles	can	be	found	on	the	school	board’s	section	of	
the	district	website:	https://schoolboard.convalsd.net.
The	second	installment	of	the	Mental	Health	Film	Trilo-

gy	was	shown	on	February	24.	LIKE	is	an	IndieFlix	Original	
documentary	about	finding	a	balance	in	our	digital	world.	
Technology	is	a	tool.	It’s	here	to	stay	and	social	platforms	
are	a	place	to	connect,	share	and	care,	but	what’s	really	hap-
pening?	Are	we	addicted?	How	do	we	stop?	Where	do	we	
start?	What	do	we	need	to	know?	By	understanding	the	ef-
fects	of	 technology	and	social	media	on	 the	brain,	on	our	
lives	and	on	our	civilization,	we	can	learn	how	to	navigate	
it	more	safely	together.	
When	ConVal	developed	its	reopening	plan	in	July,	part	

of	that	plan	included	a	segmented	calendar	with	a	combined	
vacation	in	March,	as	well	as	scheduled	remote	periods	to	
allow	for	travel.	Our	next	segment	is	from	March	15	to	26	
(school	 vacation),	 followed	 by	 a	 three-week	 remote	 seg-
ment	from	March	29	to	April	16.	The	plan	is	then	to	pro-
vide	in-person	learning	from	April	19	through	the	end	of	the	
school	year.	 Information	about	 the	end	of	 the	school	year	
will	be	communicated	in	May.	
This	school	year	continues	to	provide	challenges	for	stu-

dents,	staff,	and	families.	However,	it	also	provides	us	with	
the	opportunity	 to	be	creative,	solve	problems,	collaborate,	
and	rethink	how	we	provide	robust	educational	opportunities	
for	our	students.	As	I	spend	time	in	classrooms,	in	the	hall-
ways,	and	online	with	our	Bobcats,	I	see	students	and	teach-
ers	working	together	to	keep	our	GBS	community	strong.	I	
observe	teachers	finding	so	many	ways	to	connect	students	
to	 new	 learning	 opportunities.	 I	 receive	 letters	 and	 emails	
from	students	advocating	 for	 themselves	and	 their	needs.	 I	
hear	from	families	about	how	supportive	 the	 teachers	have	
been	through	this	difficult	year.	Thank	you	all	for	your	con-
tinued	 support	 of	our	Bobcat	 community.	Please	 reach	out	
with	questions,	comments,	and	concerns:	kfoecking@conval.
edu	or	call	(603)	588–6630.	
“We	can	do	hard	things.”

	 —Glennon	Doyle
ª

March is Maple Month
anTriM SUGar HOUSe OPen HOUSeS

Charlie	Levesque

Even	with	COVID,	Maple	Sugar	House	open	houses	are	
happening	 in	 Antrim	 and	
all	over	in	NH	on	a	limited	
basis.	 Traditionally,	 Maple	
Weekend	 is	 March	 20–21,	
but	call	or	visit	your	favor-
ite	 sugar	 house	 website	 to	
make	 sure	 they	 are	 open.	
Consider	 stopping	 by	 at	
Antrim’s	Sugar	Houses	for	
maple	 goodness!	 Again,	
you	 should	 call	 first	 to	
make	sure	of	best	time	and	
days	to	come:

Chris-Mich 3 Farm  
Location:	285	Elm	Ave.
Phone:	603–588–2157
Proprietors:	Bernadette	and	Ernest	Todd

Old Pound Road Sugar House  
Location:	37	Old	Pound	Rd.
Phone:	603–588–3272
Proprietors:	Charles	Levesque
and	Galen	Kilbride

Patten Hill Farm
Location:	133	West	St.
Phone:	603–588–2122
Proprietor:	Gordon	Webber

Redneck Sugarhouse   
Location:	30	Pleasant	St.
Phone:	603–440–9511
Proprietor:	David	Belliveau

Tap and Sap Sugar House 
Location:	34	Turner	Hill	Rd.
Phone:	603–731–5128
Proprietor:	Gene	Willett ª

Photo	by	Frank	Gorga

Photo	by	Frank	Gorga
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GIVE A RIDE877-428-2882 ext. 5

• Help neighbors with
   transportation
• Drive when you want
• Mileage reimbursement

Make a difference 
with each mile you drive

Become a 
CVTC Volunteer DriverSERVING THE MONADNOCK 

REGION SINCE 2008

In	mid-January,	the	State	of	New	Hampshire	announced	
it	was	opening	up	Phase	1b	of	 its	COVID–19	Vaccine	Al-
location	Plan	to	those	aged	65	and	older;	registration	would	
begin	on	January	22	for	appointments	beginning	January	29.	
The	state	encouraged	people	to	go	online	to	the	NH	DHHS	
website	to	register;	those	lacking	computers	or	internet	ac-
cess	could	call	2-1-1	to	register	instead.	The	state	assured	the	
public	that	the	website	would	be	able	to	handle	the	traffic,	
although	they	warned	of	likely	waits	when	calling	2-1-1.	
Since	my	husband	and	I	are	over	65	and	have	some	un-

derlying	medical	conditions	that	put	us	at	high	risk	for	CO-
VID	complications,	we	decided	we	should	try	to	get	vacci-
nated	as	soon	as	we	were	eligible.	At	8:02	a.m.	on	January	
22,	I	tried	to	access	the	DHHS	website	and	couldn’t	get	in.	
I	tried	every	few	minutes	until	8:37	a.m.,	when	I	finally	got	
through.	I	answered	the	“Do	I	Qualify?”	questions,	and	was	
told	 I	could	move	on	 to	“Registration.”	There	 I	answered	
the	same	qualification	questions,	added	some	medical	infor-
mation	and	contact	information—besides	my	address	they	
wanted	email,	home	phone,	and	cell	phone.	My	cell	phone	
doesn’t	work	at	our	house,	so	I	don’t	give	out	the	number	
if	someone	actually	might	 try	 to	contact	me	at	home,	and	
where	 else	 am	 I	 these	 days?	Besides,	my	 cell	 phone	 has	
been	dead	since	June,	and	I	haven’t	bothered	to	get	a	new	
one,	because	again,	what’s	the	point?	
I	worked	through	the	registration	procedure	to	 the	end,	

where	 they	 told	me	 I	was	 successfully	 pre-registered	 and	
would	receive	an	email	in	3-5	days	that	would	allow	me	to	
actually	schedule	an	appointment.	The	state	also	said	 that	
two	eligible	people	from	the	same	household	could	arrive	
for	one	appointment,	and	not	to	schedule	a	second	appoint-
ment	 if	you	planned	 to	come	 together.	Since	 I	had	gotten	
through,	I	suggested	Frank	try	pre-registering,	too,	and	he	
also	got	that	part	done.
About	12	hours	later,	at	9:38	p.m.,	I	received	a	strange	

email	apparently	from	the	CDC	saying	“Please	register	in	
VAMS	to	schedule	an	appointment…your	organization	or	
employer	 designated	you	 in	 a	 priority	 group	 for	 immuni-
zation…schedule	an	appointment…	through	the	following	

The Almost-Comical Saga of Trying to Get Vaccinated Against COVID–19
Joan	Gorga

link.”	DHHS	hadn’t	said	anything	about	VAMS	or	an	email	
coming	from	the	CDC,	and	it	had	only	been	12	hours,	not	
3-5	days,	besides	which,	I’m	retired	and	none	of	the	organi-
zations	I	belong	to	would	have	designated	me	in	a	priority	
group,	so	we	concluded	it	was	spam.	But	the	link	appeared	
authentic,	 and	 I	 investigated	 a	 little	 further.	 In	 Googling	
“VAMS”	 I	 stumbled	 upon	 a	 website	 that	 said	 that	 New	
Hampshire	was	one	of	only	a	few	states	using	 the	CDC’s	
Vaccine	Administration	Management	System	(VAMS)	 for	
COVID	vaccine	scheduling.	So	I	clicked	on	the	VAMS	link,	
entered	 some	 information	and	waited	 for	 a	 “one-time	au-
thentication	code”	to	come	by	email	(I	believe	that	was	the	
one	that	said	it	was	only	good	for	one	hour)	and	answered	
essentially	the	same	set	of	questions	that	I’d	answered	for	
the	state,	with	a	few	more,	until	I	got	to	the	part	where	I	was	
supposed	to	say	what	organization	I	belonged	to,	with	the	
NH	National	Guard	as	the	default.	At	that	point	I	went	back	
to	Google	and	ended	up	finding	an	obtuse	blog	somewhere	
on	the	DHHS	website	that	said	to	leave	NH	National	Guard	
in	that	spot.	(Was	the	state	telling	me	to	lie	while	filling	out	
a	federal	form?)	
I	 couldn’t	get	much	 farther,	 though,	because	no	matter	

how	many	times	I	selected	white	or	Caucasian,	it	told	me	
I	had	 to	 identify	my	race	before	proceeding.	Eventually	 I	
accidentally	hit	the	strange	arrow	pointing	to	the	right	that	
entered	my	choice	and,	magically,	I	could	move	on	to	the	
next	page.	They	also	required	a	cell	phone	number;	I	gave	
Frank’s	 since	 it	 at	 least	works	 sometimes.	The	next	 form	
told	me	there	were	no	vaccination	clinics	within	10	miles	
of	my	location	(big	surprise!).	Eventually	I	figured	out	that	
if	I	selected	a	20-mile	radius,	a	site	at	Keene	State	College	
would	pop	up,	even	though	the	site	is	a	good	30	miles	away	
by	the	shortest	route	from	my	house.	I	clicked	on	the	next	
available	 date	 for	 that	 site—February	 3—and	 called	 up-
stairs	 to	Frank	 to	 see	 if	 that	date	worked	 for	him.	By	 the	
time	he	answered	and	 I	 looked	back	at	 the	 screen,	 it	was	
telling	me	 I	 couldn’t	make	 an	 appointment.	 I	 finally	 fig-
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ured	out	that	other	people	had	snagged	all	the	appointments	
for	that	day	in	the	intervening	seconds.	So	I	tried	the	next	
available	day—February	5—and	clicked	on	a	time.	While	
I	again	checked	with	Frank,	it	disappeared,	too.	I	took	the	
next	available	time	without	asking	Frank	and	voilà,	I	(we?)	
was	scheduled	for	my	first	COVID	vaccine	shot.	
I	 got	 a	 confirmation	 email	 from	 CDC,	 which	 said	 to	

“bring	 your	 confirmation,	 a	 valid	 photo	 ID	 and	 your	QR	
code	to	your	appointment.”	How	to	bring	my	QR	code	from	
the	VAMS	website?	I	suspected	that	most	people	would	dis-
play	it	on	a	cell	phone,	but	in	my	case	that	wasn’t	going	to	
happen.	I	made	a	screen	capture	of	my	appointment	with	the	
QR	code	on	the	VAMS	website	displayed	on	my	laptop,	put	
it	into	PowerPoint,	cropped	it	to	fit	and	printed	it	out	along	
with	the	confirmation	email,	so	I	was	set	to	go.	
Was	Frank	scheduled,	too?	DHHS	had	specifically	said	

not	to	make	a	second	appointment,	but	it	was	hard	to	have	
faith	 in	 the	system	at	 that	point,	and	 there	was	absolutely	
nothing	to	indicate	that	Frank	was	expected	to	arrive	with	
me.	Ironically,	after	I	had	figured	out	all	the	confusing	steps	
and	successfully	registered	on	the	CDC/VAMS	site,	Frank	
got	an	email	from	DHHS	informing	him	that	he	would	be	
getting	an	email	 from	CDC	and	VAMS,	with	 instructions	
for	 filling	 out	 the	 registration.	 I	 never	 received	 such	 an	
email,	and	Frank,	following	the	DHHS	instructions,	never	
made	the	VAMS	appointment.	
I	did	get	an	email	from	VAMS	at	9	p.m.	on	February	4th	

informing	me	that	I	had	to	complete	a	“mandatory	pre-vac-
cination	questionnaire”	within	12	hours	before	my	appoint-
ment,	and	 reminding	me	 to	bring	my	QR	code	and	photo	
ID.	It	told	me	I	had	to	log	in	with	the	same	user	name	and	
password	I	had	used	before.	After	much	digging,	I	came	up	
with	the	little	sticky	note	on	which	I	had	written	the	critical	
information.	I	wasn’t	going	to	wait	up	until	3:40	a.m.	to	fill	
it	out	12	hours	before	my	3:40	p.m.	appointment,	and	hoped	
that	I	wouldn’t	have	 too	much	trouble	filling	 it	out	 in	 the	
morning,	when	I	did	have	other	obligations.
Naturally,	snow	was	falling	as	February	5th	dawned,	even	

though	the	forecast	had	said	it	wouldn’t	start	until	mid-after-
noon.	I	did	manage	to	submit	the	pre-vaccination	question-
naire	by	again	answering	essentially	the	same	questions	I’d	
answered	at	least	twice	before,	and	was	again	reminded	to	
bring	my	QR	code	and	photo	ID.	I	checked	the	traffic	report	
and	 found	 that	 several	 accidents	were	 stopping	 traffic	 on	
Route	9	between	Antrim	and	Keene.	We	left	two	hours	be-
fore	my	(our?)	appointment	because	a	detour	around	Route	
9	can	take	a	long	time,	but	everything	had	been	cleared	up	
and	we	got	to	the	vaccination	site	more	than	an	hour	early.	
The	NH	National	Guard	 greeted	 us	warmly	 anyway,	 and	
guided	 us	 to	 a	 parking	 spot,	where	 Frank,	who	 had	 been	
driving,	and	I,	who	had	not,	performed	a	quick	Chinese	Fire	
Drill	so	he,	being	a	lefty,	could	get	the	shot	in	his	right	arm	
with	the	window	rolled	down,	and	I,	being	a	righty,	could	

Vaccination continued from page 21

get	the	shot	in	my	left	arm.	They	had	my	pre-registration,	
registration	and	pre-vaccination	questionnaire	 information	
available	digitally—it	was	all	the	same,	anyway—but	had	
no	interest	in	my	QR	code,	in	spite	of	the	pains	I	had	taken	
to	print	it	out	and	the	multiple	reminders	to	bring	it.	They	
welcomed	Frank	and	entered	him	into	the	system	without	
making	him	answer	any	of	the	questions	I	had	answered	at	
least	three	times,	efficiently	and	pleasantly	gave	us	both	our	
first	doses	of	 the	Moderna	vaccine,	 and	 told	us	we	could	
leave	after	waiting	15	minutes.	If	we	hadn’t	taken	the	scenic	
route	we	would	have	arrived	home	from	Keene	before	our	
appointment	was	even	scheduled.	
A	few	hours	later,	I	got	an	email	from	CDC/VAMS	with	a	

link	to	schedule	my	next	appointment,	which	ideally	would	
have	been	28	days	later	(March	5).	I	clicked	on	the	link	and	
found	 that	 the	 first	 available	 appointment	was	 on	April	 9,	
well	 beyond	 the	 recommended	 time	 span.	Again,	 appoint-
ments	were	disappearing	while	I	watched,	so	I	just	grabbed	
a	 time	on	April	9	and	 figured	we’d	work	 it	out.	 I	also	got	
an	email	 from	CDC/VAMS	the	next	day	 that	said	 it	was	a	
“healthy	reminder	to	use	v-safe,	the	after	vaccination	health	
checker!	Sign	up	or	log	on	to	share	your	experience.”	I	didn’t	
get	far	with	that,	though.	When	I	went	to	the	link,	it	said	at	
the	 top	“Get	vaccinated.	Get	your	 smartphone.	Get	 started	
with	v-safe.	…a	smartphone-based	tool	that	checks	in	on	you	
after	your	COVID–19	vaccination.”	You	can	guess	how	far	
I	got	with	that	one	with	my	dead	smartphone	and	no	signal.	
But	my	left	arm	was	definitely	feeling	the	effects	by	then.
The	state	had	announced	it	was	expecting	to	begin	to	re-

ceive	additional	vaccine	doses,	and	had	promised	to	open	
up	more	appointments	for	those	who	were	unable	to	sched-
ule	appointments	for	their	second	doses	within	the	recom-
mended	time	frame.	They	had	also	said	that	beginning	on	
February	 7,	 second	 appointments	would	 automatically	 be	
made	during	first	appointments;	unfortunately,	this	wasn’t	
the	 case	on	February	5.	On	February	7,	during	 the	Super	
Bowl	when	I	figured	the	competition	would	be	minimal,	I	
logged	back	into	the	VAMS	site	three	times,	trying	to	work	
up	the	courage	to	cancel	my	April	9	appointment,	which	I	
would	have	to	do	before	I	could	see	if	any	earlier	appoint-
ments	were	available.	The	risk,	of	course,	was	that	I	would	
be	 left	 with	 an	 even	 later	 appointment,	 and	 I	 had	 heard	
about	this	happening	to	other	people.	Finally,	I	canceled	the	
appointment,	found	that	the	state	had	indeed	added	new	ap-
pointments,	and	got	one	for	March	5.	Again,	appointment	
times	were	disappearing	before	my	eyes,	but	by	that	time	I	
knew	to	just	nab	one	quickly.	So	I,	and	possibly	Frank,	have	
our	second	COVID	vaccination	appointment	lined	up	for	28	
days	after	the	first	shot,	exactly	as	recommended,	although	
it	 is	 a	 little	worrisome	 that	 I’ve	been	getting	emails	 from	
CDC/VAMS	telling	me	I	need	 to	 reschedule	my	canceled	
April	 9th	 appointment,	 even	 though	my	March	5	 appoint-
ment	appears	in	their	system…				ª
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George	Davison,	Stephanie	Guislin,	Lucy	Winslow	and	
Trish	Fletcher	all	correctly	identified	the	stone	outbuilding	
at	the	Alabama	Farm	on	Smith	Road.	George	Davison	was	
the	winner	of	the	gift	certificate	for	Deer	Meadow	Home-
stead.	With	regard	to	the	photo,	George	added,	“When	I	was	
a	young	lad	that	was	the	only	Smith	Road	there	was,	until	in	
later	years	the	Winslows	gave	that	land	to	the	town	to	move	
the	road	away	from	their	front	door.	Smith	Harriman	and	his	
construction	company	built	the	new	road.”	
The	names	of	all	who	correctly	identify	the	location	of	

this	photo	by	March	15	will	be	entered	into	a	drawing	for	
a	$25	gift	certificate	for	Dyegirls	Designs.	Email	your	re-
sponse	to	editor@antrimlimrik.org	or	call	588–2569.	Photo	
by	Lorraine	Edmunds.			ª

Get a Ride, or Give a Ride
everyOne BeneFiTS

Right	down	the	road,	right	now,	someone	needs	a	ride	to	
somewhere	essential.	And	volunteer	drivers	for	Community	
Volunteer	 Transportation	 Company	 (CVTC)	 drive	 people	
where	they	need	to	go.
When	riders	can	keep	their	essential	appointments,	they	

stay	independent,	and	can	live	at	home	in	peace.	Riders	can	
request	 to	 be	 taken	 to	 their	 doctor’s	 or	 social	 service	 ap-
pointments,	pharmacy	or	grocery	shopping—all	non-emer-
gency.	A	 five	 business-days’	 advance	 notice	 is	 all	CVTC	
needs	to	enter	a	rider’s	trip	request	in	our	TripList	system.	
And	for	the	rider,	it	is	more	than	just	the	free	ride.	Our	driv-
ers	are	courteous	and	trustworthy,	willing	to	converse	and	
engage.	Sometimes	even	new	friendships	are	made.
Once	our	vetted	volunteer	drivers	choose	which	trips	best	

fit	their	schedule,	they	call	the	rider	to	verify	pick-up	times	
and,	when	they	return	home	themselves,	they	track	their	to-
tal	mileage	for	reimbursement	from	CVTC.	Drivers	select	
when,	and	to	where,	and	for	how	long	they	are	available.	By	
making	this	difference	in	a	rider’s	life,	drivers	contribute	to	
the	health	of	the	Monadnock	Region,	one	person	at	a	time.
Please	call	CVTC	for	more	information	at	1–877–428–

2882	x	5.			ª

need free classes?
Call ... 464-5285

Help	with	HiSet,	(new	GED),	Math,	Reading,	
Writing,	Resumes,	and	ESOL

Call for more information today!

Project LiFT adult education
63	West	Main	Street,	Hillsboro

Services	also	in	Antrim,	Bennington,	and	Peterborough	
at	convenient	locations.

Events and Activities Information
For	more	information	check	the	following	websites:

Antrim Recreation
https://www.antrimnh.org/parks-recreation 

Avenue A Teen Center
www.avenueatc.org 

The Grapevine
www.grapevinenh.org

Tuttle Library
https://www.antrimnh.org/james-tuttle-library
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Once	 upon	 a	 time	 there	were	 three	 beautiful	 little	 sis-
ters—Blakely,	Scarlett	 and	Serenity.	They	were	very	 spe-
cial	and	different	than	human	sisters;	they	were	fairies.	The	
sisters	 loved	 to	 play	 hide-and-seek	 in	 the	 castle	 gardens.	
They	would	hide	from	each	other	among	the	flowers.	The	
queen	fairy	watched	them	and	laughed.	It	reminded	her	of	
her	childhood—the	happy	times	and	carefree	days.	
As	time	passed	and	the	fairies	got	older,	the	queen	fairy	

summoned	them	to	the	castle	parlor	for	a	meeting.	She	told	
the	sisters	stories	of	when	she	was	a	young	fairy	and	played	
in	the	castle	gardens	having	fun	with	her	siblings.	She	told	
them	that	when	it	was	time	for	her	to	take	on	new	responsi-
bilities,	her	mother,	who	was	queen	at	that	time,	called	her	
to	the	same	parlor.	Just	as	she	was	doing	that	day	to	them.	
She	told	them	it	was	now	time	for	each	of	them	to	be	named	
with	their	new	titles	and	proper	names.	It	was	the	queen’s	
duty	to	give	each	one	of	them	their	name.	
She	told	them	from	this	day	forward	they	would	be	known	

as	 the	 three	 flower	 fairies	 of	 the	 kingdom.	 She	 said	 they	
each	would	be	responsible	for	taking	care	of,	protecting	and	
loving	their	favorite-colored	flowers	in	all	the	kingdom	gar-
dens.	The	smart	fairy	queen	had	observed	each	fairy	sister	
while	they	played	in	the	royal	gardens.	They	would	always	
pick	the	same-colored	flowers	to	hide	behind	while	playing	
hide-and-seek.	The	queen	told	Blakely,	the	youngest	sister,	
that	 she	would	now	be	 the	Yellow	Flower	Fairy.	Scarlett,	
the	middle	sister,	would	now	be	the	Pink	Flower	Fairy.	And	
Serenity,	the	oldest,	would	be	the	Purple	Flower	Fairy.	
She	asked	 the	newly-appointed	flower	fairies	 to	follow	

her	out	into	the	royal	gardens	so	she	could	tell	the	garden	
flowers	that	each	flower	fairy	would	be	caring	for	her	ap-
pointed	colored	flowers	from	this	day	forward.	The	flow-
ers	twirled	in	the	sun	with	happiness	and	excitement	at	the	
great	news.	The	flowers	also	seemed	to	know	which	flower	
fairy	would	be	caring	for	 them.	The	hide-and-seek	games	
had	given	it	away.	
The	 three	 flower	 fairies	were	 so	proud	and	honored	 to	

care	 for	 their	 flowers.	 They	would	 get	 up	 early	with	 the	
sunrise	each	morning.	They	would	check	the	flowers’	buds	
to	see	if	they	needed	anything	to	help	them	open	that	day.	
They	would	talk	to	the	ladybugs	and	bumblebees	and	thank	
them	for	helping	to	pollinate	the	flowers	to	make	seeds	for	
the	next	year’s	flowers.	They	would	fly	high	into	the	clouds	
and	ask	the	clouds	to	sprinkle	the	flowers	in	the	royal	gar-
dens	when	the	flowers	needed	a	drink.	They	would	ask	the	
hummingbirds	and	butterflies	to	drink	the	nectar	the	flowers	
produced.	This	cured	the	flowers	from	feeling	too	full.	
The	flower	fairies	learned	many	things	from	working	in	

the	gardens.	They	learned	some	flowers,	like	tulips,	dande-
lions	and	straw	flowers,	closed	at	night.	They	were	called	

The Adventures of the Three Flower Fairies
a MeeTinG WiTH THe QUeen

Susan	Ellsworth

day	bloomers.	They	also	closed	when	the	environment	was	
too	cold	or	wet.	The	fairies	learned	that	some	flowers,	like	
daylilies,	 hibiscus	 and	 morning	 glories,	 only	 opened	 for	
one	day	and	then	closed	for	good.	These	flowers	had	many	
buds,	and	flowering	continued	for	several	months.	The	fair-
ies	even	found	some	flowers,	like	moonflowers,	night	gladi-
olus	and	night	phlox,	that	bloomed	at	night,	and	many	other	
flowers	that	stayed	open	day	and	night	and	lasted	for	a	few	
weeks.	The	 flower	 fairies	 also	 learned	 there	were	 several	
different	types	of	flower	cycles.	Perennials	came	back	year	
after	year	by	themselves,	annuals	only	lasted	one	year,	and	
biennials	came	back	a	second	year	after	planting.	
Caring	 for	 the	 flowers	was	 an	 important	 and	 busy	 job	

with	lots	of	things	to	learn	and	remember.	The	flower	fairy	
sisters	were	tired	at	the	end	of	each	day.	Growing	up	was	so	
different	than	when	they	were	younger.	There	were	more	re-
sponsibilities	and	less	time	for	play,	but	the	great	thing	was	
they	 felt	 special	 and	 never	 got	 bored	 because	 they	 didn’t	
have	something	to	do.	The	fairy	queen	was	impressed	and	
happy	with	 their	 progress	 and	 took	good	 care	of	 them	as	
well.	She	was	a	kind	and	loving	queen.
One	day	the	queen	called	flower	fairies	Blakely,	Scarlett	

and	Serenity	to	the	parlor	again	and	told	them	that	she	had	
heard	from	another	fairy	queen	in	a	different	kingdom	that	
bad	bugs	were	flying	their	way	and	they	needed	to	prepare	
for	the	bad	bugs’	invasion.	She	told	them	that	the	other	king-
dom	had	lost	many	flowers	and	other	plants	in	its	gardens.	
The	flower	fairies	needed	to	come	up	with	a	plan.	They	sat	
in	a	comfy	empty	bird’s	nest	and	discussed	their	ideas	for	
defense	against	the	upcoming	bug	invasion.		
Tune	in	for	part	II	of	the	Adventures	of	the	Three	Flower	

Fairies…			ª

My Sinus
Bruce	McGuffin	

Though	I	believe	in	human	evolution	
Sometimes	I	wonder	if	it’s	for	the	best.	
Oh	sure,	we	got	the	language	revolution,	
With	thumbs	opposed	to	fingers	and	the	rest.

But	what	about	the	sinus?	What’s	it	there	for?	
And	why	does	airborne	pollen	make	it	plug?	
Then	play	host	to	infections	I	don’t	care	for?	
Bacteria	or	virus,	it’s	a	bug.

When	pollen	permeates	my	neighborhood	
(In	spring	there’s	pine,	and	ragweed	in	the	fall)	
I’d	keep	evolving	if	I	only	could	
Until	my	sinus	wasn’t	there	at	all.
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Dr. Tom Dowling, Veterinarian
route 202 north • antrim, nH 03440
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About	fourteen	years	ago,	Frank	and	I	applied	to	go	on	
a	thirteen-day	canoe	trip	in	the	Canadian	Arctic.	“Applied”	
is	the	operative	term	here—the	guide	needed	to	be	sure	ev-
eryone	undertaking	this	trip	had	a	pretty	good	idea	of	what	
they	were	getting	into	and	was	suited	to	a	nearly	two-week	
expedition	in	true	wilderness.	For	emergency	purposes,	he	
would	 carry	 two	 forms	 of	 radio	 and	 phone	 communica-
tion,	but	there	would	be	no	cell	phone	service,	no	shopping	
malls,	no	people	other	than	our	group	of	ten	for	hundreds	
of	miles—everyone	had	to	be	sensible	and	stable	and	com-
fortable	with	being	so	completely	isolated.	It	would	be	just	
us	and	the	grizzlies,	musk	oxen,	wolves,	caribou	and	black	
flies.	Rescue	would	be	possible,	but	not	quick	or	easy.
A	couple	of	months	before	the	trip	I	visited	my	mother,	

who	had	just	been	paralyzed	during	failed	back	surgery	and	
was	in	a	nursing	home.	She	had	been	quite	confused	since	
the	surgery	and	had	trouble	voicing	her	thoughts,	and	there	
was	concern	that	she	may	have	had	a	stroke,	too.	She	slept	
a	 lot,	 and	 I	was	 sitting	 quietly,	 reading	 and	 knitting,	 just	
keeping	her	company,	when	she	suddenly	blurted	out,	“I’m	
pondering	the	mindset	of	someone	who	would	want	to	take	
a	canoe	trip	in	the	Canadian	Arctic.”	She	was	in	there!	And	

Limrik September 2020
1/4 page

Mike Butler, Master carpenter
Jane Butler, Certified Aging in Place Specialist
www.ShortHillStudio.com ¥ 588-2637

Professional Remodeling by
Butler Restorations LLC
We specialize in carefully updating antique
homes to suit modern needs
¥ Antique and log home structural repair
¥ Screened porches, decks
¥ Doors and windows, garage doors replaced
¥ Inventive solutions to vexing problems

Find us on

Grizzlies, Musk Oxen, Wind and Rain 
CanOeinG Canada’S Barren LandS

Joan	Gorga

still	questioning	my	choices…
Frank	and	I	worked	hard	to	get	in	shape	by	racing	up	and	

down	Gregg	Lake	with	our	homemade	wooden	canoe	fully	
loaded.	With	ease	we	rescued	several	canoes	of	Girl	Scouts	
blown	to	the	south	end	of	the	lake	by	heavy	winds.	It	must	
have	been	thoroughly	demoralizing	to	be	rescued	by	a	couple	
of	geezers	in	a	wooden	canoe,	but	they	were	very	thankful	as	
we	deposited	one	canoe	after	another	back	at	the	Camp	Che-
noa	beach.	I	paid	$200	for	a	pair	of	hiking	boots	that	actually	
fit—the	first	in	my	life—and	broke	them	in	going	for	daily	
lunchtime	hikes	from	work	in	Lexington,	Massachusetts.	I	
remain	fond	of	the	Minuteman	National	Historic	Park	to	this	
day.	We	both	sprang	for	new	rain	gear,	just	in	case…
The	adventure	began	as	soon	as	we	got	to	Logan	Airport.	

Our	flight	to	Chicago	was	delayed	by	thunderstorms.	By	the	
time	we	got	to	Chicago,	we	couldn’t	get	a	flight	to	Edmon-
ton,	Alberta,	that	would	arrive	in	time	for	our	flight	the	next	
day	to	Fort	Smith	in	Canada’s	Northwest	Territories.	Flights	
to	Fort	Smith	 (about	 the	 same	 size	 as	Antrim)	were	 even	
less	frequent	than	flights	to	Edmonton,	and	didn’t	leave	ev-
ery	day.	As	advised,	we’d	built	 in	 an	extra	day	 for	 travel	
delays,	but	we	still	needed	to	get	to	Fort	Smith	before	the	
scheduled	float	plane	departure	to	the	starting	point	for	our	
canoe	trip	in	the	Barren	Lands.	
Stranded	at	O’Hare	and	unable	to	reach	the	small	airline	

for	the	Fort	Smith	leg,	I	called	our	guide,	Alex,	for	advice.	
Should	we	rent	a	car	in	Edmonton	and	try	to	make	the	17-
hour	 drive	 to	 Fort	 Smith?	Were	 there	 any	 other	 options?	
Alex	listened,	paused	for	a	second,	and	then	said,	“I	know	
the	pilot.	I’ll	give	him	a	call	and	see	if	there’s	any	space	left	
on	the	Fort	Smith	flight	the	next	day.”	A	few	minutes	later	
he	called	back	 to	 tell	us	we	were	booked	for	 the	 last	 two	
seats	on	that	flight.	We	enjoyed	the	spare	day	in	Edmonton	
and	arrived	 in	Fort	Smith	a	 few	hours	before	 the	group’s	
evening	orientation	meeting,	with	just	enough	time	to	stroll	
along	 the	 shores	 of	 the	 Slave	River	 and	watch	 the	white	
pelicans	fishing	in	the	rapids	that	once	made	Fort	Smith	a	
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Flooring, Bedding & Blinds

Spirit Adventures	by	Karen	Tatro
Antrim’s	own	spirit	medium,	Karen	Tatro,	has	self-published	
a	new	book	called	Spirit Adventures,	which	is	intended	to	be	
the	first	in	a	series	of	books	chronicling	her	spirit	encounters	
from	both	her	private	cases	and	public	investigations,	as	
well	as	her	personal	growth	through	embracing	her	unusual	
gift.	The	book	is	available	at	Karen’s	website	(https://www.
karentatro.com/),	at	the	Toadstool	Bookshop	in	Peterborough	
or	from	Amazon	or	Barnes	and	Noble.				

critical	 portage	 location	 for	 goods	 being	moved	 between	
southern	Canada	and	the	western	Arctic.	
There	were	ten	of	us	heading	out	into	the	Barren	Lands	in	

late	August	on	this	final	trip	of	the	season:	Alex,	the	guide;	
his	16-year	old	son,	Graham,	who	lived	with	his	mother	in	
Edmonton	most	of	the	year	and	was	taking	one	last	trip	with	
his	 father	 before	 he	 had	 to	 take	 on	 other	 responsibilities;	
Alex’s	 friend	Monte,	 President	 Emeritus	 of	World	Wild-
life	Fund	Canada;	Doug,	 the	 biologist	 responsible	 for	 re-
introducing	the	wolf	to	Yellowstone	National	Park;	Gary,	a	
nature	writer	from	Montana—Tuttle	Library	even	has	one	
of	his	early	books,	Walks of New England—and	author	of	
a	book	co-written	with	Doug	about	the	wolves	of	Yellow-
stone;	Chris	and	“Blue	Dave,”	two	adventurous	physicians	
from	 the	 Toronto	 area	 who	 wanted	 to	 explore	 the	 other	
Canada;	“Black	Dave,”	a	 lighting	guy	at	 the	Shakespeare	
Theater	near	Toronto;	and	Frank	and	me.	Lest	you	be	left	to	
think	otherwise,	the	“Black”	and	“Blue”	monikers	referred	
to	 the	 color	 of	 the	 vests	 usually	worn	 by	 the	 two	Daves.	
Doug	 and	Gary	 shared	 a	 canoe	 and	 their	whole	 unit	was	
called	“Montana.”	This	was	a	cathartic	 trip	for	Gary—his	
first	 since	his	wife	had	died	 in	a	 tragic	canoeing	accident	
and	he	had	been	forced	to	crawl	five	miles	with	a	broken	leg	
seeking	help.	Frank	and	I	felt	most	humble	in	this	company.	
Monte	 told	 us	 he	 had	 helped	Alex	 select	 the	 participants	
for	this	trip.	The	clincher	for	us	was	our	description	of	our	
camp	on	Gregg	Lake,	with	no	electricity,	no	running	water	

Grizzlies, Musk Oxen, Wind and Rain continued from page 25

and	no	road	access.
Alex	 explained	 that	 at	 this	 point	 in	 the	 season	 he	was	

“lean	and	mean.”	His	most	recent	trip	had	been	awful,	with	
lots	 of	whining,	 everyone	 refusing	 to	 help	with	 portages,	
a	woman	demanding	 to	be	 served	coffee	 in	her	 tent	 each	
morning	before	she	would	get	up,	and	a	man	airlifted	out	
with	chest	pains.	All	of	us	had	read	Alex’s	book	Discover-
ing Eden: A Lifetime of Paddling Arctic Rivers,	and	none	
of	us	wanted	to	star	in	his	next	volume	as	one	of	the	clients	
from	hell.	We	all	picked	out	lifejackets,	paddles	and	canvas	
packs	for	our	gear.	I	noticed	Alex’s	eyebrows	go	up	when	I	
chose	my	paddle—I	like	long	paddles—and	later	observed	
that	he	had	brought	along	a	much	shorter	paddle	as	a	spare,	
but	I	wasn’t	going	to	be	intimidated,	and	I	kept	my	original	
paddle	for	the	entire	trip.
Early	the	following	morning	we	boarded	two	float	planes	

and	headed	northeast	into	the	vast	wilderness	between	Great	
Slave	Lake	and	Hudson	Bay,	gradually	leaving	behind	the	
boreal	 forest	 and	 entering	 an	 expanse	 of	 granite	 outcrop-
pings,	 lakes	and	ponds,	with	 short	 stretches	of	 connecting	
rivers.	“Barren	Lands”	is	a	bit	of	a	misnomer—much	of	the	
land	is	covered	with	low	growth,	including	blueberries,	cran-
berries,	Labrador	tea,	willows,	sedges,	mosses	and	lichens.	
Many	of	the	same	plants	are	found	in	the	higher	reaches	of	
the	White	Mountains,	such	as	the	Alpine	Gardens	on	Mount	
Washington.	Fall	colors	were	already	strongly	in	evidence.	
Alex	had	selected	a	75-mile,	mostly	flat-water	route	for	
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us	to	paddle,	with	numerous	options	for	sandy	beaches	on	
which	to	camp.	It	was	a	sunny	eighty-degree	day	when	we	
were	dropped	off	on	the	small	lake	where	Alex	had	stashed	
five	canoes	after	the	end	of	his	last	trip.	After	refueling	from	
barrels	of	fuel	stashed	with	the	canoes,	the	pilots	took	off,	
promising	 to	meet	 us	 at	 the	 appointed	 spot	 downriver	 in	
thirteen	days,	if	they	didn’t	forget.
We	loaded	all	our	gear	into	the	canoes.	Alex	and	Graham	

took	the	20-footer	and	the	most	gear.	Frank	and	I	were	as-
signed	one	of	the	smaller	canoes,	a	16-footer,	and	the	con-
tainer	 labeled	“Week	2	Dinners”—which	we	 immediately	
understood	to	be	our	most	important	cargo—along	with	our	
tent,	sleeping	bags,	clothes	and	assorted	other	personal	and	
communal	gear.	On	top	of	it	all	we	laid	our	other	most	im-
portant	item,	a	solar	panel	to	recharge	Frank’s	camera	bat-
teries.	And	we	were	off…
Before	long,	Frank	and	I	spotted	a	grizzly	bear	peering	at	

us	over	a	rise,	but	it	quickly	scurried	away.	Brown	bears	in	
the	Barren	Lands	are	smaller	than	those	on	the	west	coast,	
which	gorge	on	a	 rich	salmon	diet,	but	 they	are	grizzlies,	
nonetheless.	Later	 that	day,	a	grizzly	clambered	down	the	
rocky	shore	and	swam	frantically	towards	us	and	Chris	and	
Blue	Dave	in	the	canoe	in	front	of	ours.	We	all	willed	it	to	
keep	on	going,	and	it	obliged	by	swimming	between	the	two	
canoes	and	scrambling	up	the	bank	on	the	other	side.	
As	was	to	be	the	regular	pattern,	we	stopped	at	a	beau-

tiful	 sandy	 camping	 spot	 toward	 late	 afternoon,	 unloaded	
gear	and	set	up	the	kitchen	first,	using	the	20-foot	canoe	as	
a	wind	break,	picked	sites	for	our	tents	and	set	them	up—
quickly	recognizing	the	cushioning	advantage	of	a	reindeer	
moss-covered	site—and	then	had	 time	 to	do	whatever	we	
wanted.	Graham	and	I	took	the	opportunity	to	go	for	a	swim	
that	day.
Even	though	we	offered	to	help,	Alex	insisted	he	wanted	

to	prepare	meals	quietly	by	himself.	He	began	each	dinner	
with	 a	 traditional	 Canadian	 bannock,	 a	 biscuit-like	 quick	
bread	cooked	in	a	frying	pan	over	the	fire.	One	day	when	I	
offered	him	a	water	bottle	full	of	freshly	picked	blueberries,	
he	happily	added	them	to	the	bannock.	But	he	later	refused	
a	similar	offering	of	wild	cranberries,	saying	they	were	too	
bitter.	Gary	and	I	enjoyed	them	by	themselves	instead.
We	awoke	the	next	morning	to	strong,	gusty	winds	and	

forty-five	degree	rain.	Alex	declared	 that	we	were	socked	
in	and	not	going	anywhere.	The	men	all	decided	to	spend	
the	 day	 relaxing	 and	 reading,	 but	 I	 donned	nearly	 all	my	
clothes,	 topped	off	with	my	new	 rain	gear—much	 appre-
ciated	 by	 the	 end	 of	 the	 trip—and	 boots	 and	went	 off	 to	
explore	the	area.	My	most	interesting	find	was	a	protected	
cave,	about	15	feet	deep,	with	an	ice	floor	that	I	guessed	was	
deep	enough	to	reach	into	the	permafrost	and	several	rock	
ledges	littered	with	wolf	scat	and	piles	of	bones.
The	 next	 morning	 the	 weather	 was	 only	 slightly	 im-

proved,	 but	we	 all	 voted	 to	 load	 up	 the	 canoes	 and	 head	

out.	Alex	assured	us	that	we	didn’t	have	to	make	it	 to	the	
appointed	 take-out—there	were	 several	 other	 possibilities	
along	 the	way,	 and	 he	 could	 communicate	with	 the	 float	
plane	 pilots—but	 we	 announced	 that	 we	 were	 going	 to	
make	it	to	the	end.	We	didn’t	see	the	sun	for	the	next	nine	
days.	On	most	 days	we	were	 treated	 to	 sprinkles	 several	
times	a	day,	the	daytime	temperature	rarely	crept	over	fifty	
degrees	and	the	wind	was	relentless.	I	had	brought	five	pairs	
of	socks.	On	day	six	and	every	day	after,	the	morning’s	first	
question	was,	“Which	pair	of	socks	is	the	least	wet	today?”
We	all	ran	one	set	of	rapids	uneventfully.	When	we	ap-

proached	another	set	of	shallow	rocky	rapids,	Alex	had	us	
all	 pull	 over.	After	 extensive	 scouting,	 he	 suggested	 that	
Frank	and	 I,	 in	 the	 lightest	canoe,	 try	 running	 it	 first.	We	
walked	the	length	of	the	rapid	on	shore	first,	with	Alex	giv-
ing	explicit	instructions	to	“run	straight	there,	pull	hard	left	
immediately	 after	 that	 rock,	 don’t	 let	 yourself	 get	 drawn	
into	that	pool,”	etc.	Amazingly,	we	popped	out	at	the	bot-
tom	upright	and	intact,	if	somewhat	weak	in	the	knees,	but	
the	 others	 decided	 to	 line	 their	 heavier	 canoes	 down.	We	

portaged	eight	other	rapids,	which	involved	unloading	the	
canoes	and	carrying	all	our	gear	up	to	half	a	mile	over	low-
lying	muskeg,	where	we	would	step	carefully	from	tussock	
to	tussock	carrying	packs	on	our	backs	and	canoes	over	our	
heads.	Four	portages	 in	one	day	had	 some	of	us	 thinking	
about	groaning,	but	then	we’d	remember	Alex’s	book	and	
head	back	for	another	load	with	a	better	attitude.
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The Revival Shop
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 Prefab Chimney & Wood Stove Installations, Chimneys Rebuilt.
                         Roofing & Roofing Stain Removal

Veterans & Seniors Discount • Condo Discounts

Insured • Over 20 Years’ Experience • Free Estimates
Visit us at: www.nhpioneer.com

10% Off Chimney Cleaning with this ad

Arctic	 grayling	 congregated	 at	 the	 bottom	 of	 the	 rap-
ids,	and	the	reward	for	completing	a	portage	was	a	fishing	
break.	Neither	Frank	nor	I	had	gotten	a	fishing	license,	but	
we	were	 able	 to	 photograph	 the	 action	 and	 enjoy	 the	 an-
glers’	glee.	“Six	casts	and	five	fish!”	“Look	at	these!”	“Is	it	
lunchtime?”	And	we	enjoyed	eating	the	fresh	fish	in	many	
different	forms.	
One	 day	Alex	 informed	 us	 we	 hadn’t	 been	 eating	 our	

full	allotment	of	chocolate;	we	worked	hard	to	make	sure	
we	didn’t	hear	 that	criticism	again.	Another	day	when	we	
stopped	for	lunch	I	went	for	a	little	walk,	which	somehow	
turned	into	quite	a	long	walk	when	I	thought	I’d	return	by	
going	around	the	other	side	of	a	pond.	I	expected	to	have	
completely	missed	 lunch	 and	was	 planning	 to	 go	 hungry	
until	 dinner—we’d	 been	warned	 about	 being	 on	 time	 for	
meals.	When	I	finally	found	my	way	back,	it	turned	out	that	
Alex	had	saved	part	of	everything	that	was	served	for	me,	
and	 they	were	 just	getting	 to	 the	chocolate	bars.	 I	knew	I	
didn’t	deserve	it,	but	I	greatly	appreciated	his	kindness.
We	stopped	on	a	rocky	island	for	lunch	on	a	very	windy	

day	towards	the	end	of	the	trip.	Alex	spent	a	long	time	por-
ing	 over	 his	 maps	 and	 then	 explained	 the	 dilemma.	 The	
waves	were	getting	so	big,	he	didn’t	dare	head	for	his	 in-
tended	campsite	across	a	mile-wide	expanse	of	water.	But	
he	had	heard	of	another	campsite	 that	we	could	approach	
mostly	 in	 the	 lee	of	an	 island,	 if	we	could	make	 it	across	
several	hundred	yards	to	the	protected	area.	He	was	reluc-
tant	to	take	us	to	a	campsite	he’d	never	seen,	but	thought	it	
was	the	only	alternative	to	staying	on	the	rocky	island	where	
we	were.	We	couldn’t	paddle	straight	into	the	wind	because	
the	waves	were	high	enough	to	break	over	the	bow,	and	we	
would	certainly	be	flipped	if	a	wave	hit	us	broadside.	We	
would	have	to	carefully	hold	a	45-degree	angle	to	the	waves	
to	ship	as	little	water	as	possible,	and	we	should	try	not	to	
spread	out	too	far	 in	case	someone	needed	a	rescue.	With	
great	relief	all	five	canoes	reached	the	shelter	of	the	island.	
We	rounded	the	far	end	and	found	a	beautiful	campsite	with	
a	protected	sandy	beach.	
Not	long	after	we	pulled	in	at	the	campsite,	I	discovered	

a	juvenile	bald	eagle	in	a	low	nest—there	are	no	tall	trees	

Grizzlies, Musk Oxen, Wind and Rain continued from page 27

for	nests	in	the	Barren	Lands—and	Alex	even	delayed	din-
ner	slightly	so	everyone	could	visit	 the	nest.	 (Graham	re-
ally	liked	the	binoculars	I	lent	him	for	a	closer	look	at	the	
eagle;	Alex	didn’t	like	the	language	Graham	used	to	express	
his	admiration.	Alex	was	not	happy	with	Graham	using	the	
satellite	phone	to	call	his	girlfriend,	either,	but	I	don’t	think	
I	was	 supposed	 to	 overhear	 that	 conversation.)	 Skeins	 of	
geese	flew	overhead	several	times—their	tailwind	was	our	
headwind.	Perhaps	 they	were	 trying	 to	 tell	us	something?	
We	also	spotted	mergansers,	gray	 jays	and	spruce	grouse,	
moose	tracks	and	caribou	antlers	and	bones.
We	 were	 determined	 to	 make	 it	 to	 the	 planned	 take-

out	point	with	a	day	left	to	explore	before	leaving,	and	in	
spite	of	all	the	wind	and	rain,	we	did.	The	sun	came	out	on	
the	morning	of	the	last	full	day,	and	at	breakfast	Alex	an-
nounced	that	he	had	seen	the	tracks	of	a	large	bull	musk	ox	
crossing	 the	beach	and	wondered	 if	anyone	would	 like	 to	
try	to	find	him.	About	half	of	us	said	yes,	and	after	breakfast	
we	headed	out,	following	the	tracks	up	and	down	over	es-
kers,	through	muskeg	and	around	ponds.	We	stopped	briefly	
for	 a	 picnic	 lunch	 and	 continued	 on,	 still	 following	 fresh	
tracks.	Around	2	p.m.,	we	climbed	the	highest	rise	around	
and	glassed	the	horizon—scanning	in	all	directions	with	our	
binoculars,	hoping	against	all	hope	to	see	 the	elusive	ani-
mal.	Finally,	Alex	spotted	the	big	old	guy	and	guessed	he	
was	still	about	two	miles	away.	Alex	thought	we	might	be	
able	get	a	lot	closer	by	sneaking	around	to	the	right	and	ap-
proaching	from	over	a	ridge,	or,	he	said,	we	could	give	up	
and	head	back	to	the	campsite.	
In	the	pause	while	we	all	contemplated	the	options,	Alex	

suddenly	 turned	 to	me	 and	 asked	what	 I	wanted	 to	 do.	 I	
was	shocked—I	had	been	very	quiet	the	whole	trip,	mostly	
just	enjoying	myself	and	letting	the	guys	do	their	thing,	and	
Alex	had	never	had	much	of	a	reason	to	speak	to	me—but	
as	soon	as	I	said	I’d	kind	of	like	to	go	after	the	musk	ox,	
even	 though	 I	would	be	 limping	pretty	badly	on	my	bum	
knee	by	the	time	we	got	back,	Alex	said,	“Okay,	let’s	go!”	
and	took	off.	Four	of	the	rest	of	us	followed;	Doug	and	Gary	
turned	back	to	do	some	reflective	writing.	Frank	had	opted	
to	spend	the	day	photographing	near	the	campsite.	
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The Monadnock Adult Care Center offers a comfortable 
structured day program for adults 18 and over.
Call today 603-532-2427
22 North Street, Jaffrey, NH      www.mfs.org

Sharing the Caring…

Financial Assistance  
is available for those  
who qualify.

The Grapevine
FaMiLy & COMMUniTy reSOUrCe CenTer

Melissa	Gallagher,	Director

Dear	Friends	and	Neighbors,

Thank	 you	 for	 your	 continued	 financial	 and	 volunteer	
support	 this	 past	 winter	 season!	 Local	 support	 is	 what	
makes	our	programs	possible.	We	continue	to	offer	a	blend	
of	virtual	and	in-person	programming	throughout	the	week	
at	our	Grapevine	and	Avenue	A	facilities.	Please	note	that	
we	have	limitations	on	group	size	at	this	time	and	many	of	
our	 in-person	programs	may	be	 full.	 If	you	are	 interested	
in	joining	an	in-person	group	for	you	and/or	your	child	or	
teen,	please	give	us	a	call	at	603–588–2620	or	email	info@
grapevinenh.org.	We	can	put	you	on	a	waitlist	or	consider	
starting	additional	programs	if	demand	is	high.

OnGOinG GraPevine PrOGraMS
For all programs please call 588–2620 for more informa-
tion about what is available at this time. Space is limited. 

Weekly Hillsborough Play Group
Fun	play	for	kids,	meet	other	parents	and	Grapevine	staff.	

In	partnership	with	Valley	Bible	Church.	Space	is	limited,	
please	call	for	more	information.

Weekly Better Beginnings Parent-Child Groups
The	 Grapevine	 welcomes	 all	 children	 from	 birth	 to	 5	

years	of	age	and	their	parents	to	our	weekly	children’s	pro-
grams.	Space	is	limited,	please	call	for	more	information.	

Grandparents Parenting Grandchildren
Nationwide	some	2.5	million	grandparents	are	parenting	

their	grandchildren	and	not	without	a	host	of	challenges	and	
issues	 that	 come	with	 the	 job,	 including	mixed	 emotions,	
financial	 burdens,	 health	 concerns	 and	 keeping	 pace	with	
the	children.	We	now	offer	one-to-one	support	 for	 relative	
caregivers	 through	 our	Kinship	Navigator,	 Rosemary	Nu-
gent.	Rosemary	meets	the	individual	needs	of	families	with	
regular	 check-ins,	 a	 listening	 ear	 and	 resources	 like	 food,	
tax	preparation,	and	more.	Call	The	Grapevine	for	more	in-
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Commercial & Residential
Free Estimates
Fully Insured

Robblee
Tree Service LLC

Antrim  (603) 588-2094
Rindge  (603) 899-6382

Andrew J. Robblee
Owner

Tree Removal • Pruning • Bucket Truck
Stump Grinding • Views • Crane Service

www.robbleetreeservice.com

We	 took	 a	 circuitous	 route,	 staying	 low	and	 trying	not	
to	spook	the	musk	ox.	As	we	got	nearer,	he	lay	down,	but	
kept	his	head	up	and	eyes	open.	We	managed	to	sneak	out	
of	 his	 sight	 behind	 the	 ridge,	 and	walked	 along	 until	we	
thought	we	were	close	to	his	 location.	We	crawled	up	the	
ridge	on	our	hands	and	knees,	then	lay	down	and	slithered	
forward	to	peek	just	our	heads	over	the	top	and	found	our-
selves	only	about	forty	feet	from	the	resting	animal.	Alex	
whispered	 that	 if	he	were	asleep,	we	could	walk	 right	up	
and	pat	him	on	the	nose;	but	he	wasn’t	asleep.	Suddenly	his	
nose	twitched	and,	apparently	having	caught	a	whiff	of	us,	
he	jumped	up	and	whipped	around	to	face	us.	It	seemed	he	
wasn’t	quite	sure	what	to	make	of	us—he	may	have	never	
seen	people	before.	He	began	to	back	slowly	away,	stopped	
and	peered	at	us	some	more,	and	then	slowly	trotted	off.	
Later,	while	limping	back	to	camp	with	Chris	and	Blue	

Dave,	I	asked	why	Alex	had	asked	me,	of	all	people,	what	I	
wanted	to	do	there	on	the	top	of	the	hill.	Chris	laughed	and	
said	that	Alex	really	wanted	to	go	after	that	musk	ox,	and	he	
knew	the	only	person	he	could	count	on	to	say	they	wanted	
to	go	was	me.
The	next	morning	we	wrung	out	our	socks	one	last	time	

and	sadly	packed	everything	up.	The	pilots	flew	in	with	the	
float	planes.	We	took	the	seats	and	yokes	out	of	the	larger	
canoes	and	stacked	the	16-footers	inside	the	18-footers	and	
one	18-footer	inside	the	20-footer	and	tied	them	all	to	the	
plane	floats	for	the	trip	back	to	Fort	Smith.	We	flew	over	a	
herd	of	musk	oxen—probably	all	females	and	juveniles,	not	
the	aging	male	we’d	followed	the	day	before—and	looked	
down	fondly	on	the	now-familiar	Barren	Lands	as	we	flew	
out.	One	of	 the	 advantages	 of	 the	weather	we	 endured	 (I	
can’t	really	think	of	any	others)	was	the	fact	that	there	were	
relatively	few	mosquitos	and	black	flies.	Nonetheless,	when	
we	got	back	to	Fort	Smith	and	looked	in	a	mirror,	I	realized	
my	eyes	were	nearly	swollen	shut	from	black	fly	bites.
Alex	said	he’d	never	experienced	such	miserable	weath-

er	 for	 an	 entire	 trip	 and	no	other	group	would	have	 even	
made	it	to	the	intended	take-out,	much	less	a	day	early.	He	
heartily	thanked	us	all	for	making	it	such	a	wonderful	trip.	
Needless	to	say,	we	thanked	him	too.			ª

Grizzlies, Musk Oxen, Wind and Rain 
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ALBERTO’S
ITALIAN CUISINE

“ Best Food by a Dam Site”

Full Liquor License
Res./Take Out
(603) 588-6512

Non-Smoking
Bennington, NH

Open Daily 5 p.m.

Family Dining Since 1945
Veal, Lasagna, Chicken, Steaks, Pork Chops

Fresh Fish – Haddock, Scallops
Now serving gluten free pizza and pasta!

Home of Original Thin Crust Pizza

bank	 this	 season.	Without	 these	wood	 donations	 and	 our	
volunteer	stackers	and	organizers,	our	wood	bank	would	not	
be	as	successful!	If	you	would	like	to	become	a	volunteer	
or	have	wood	to	donate	please	give	us	a	call.	We	will	start	
accepting	green	wood	as	soon	as	the	snow	clears.	

Special events:

Welcome Spring Tea Party
You	are	cordially	invited	to	attend	a	virtual	(via	Zoom)	

Tea Party for Adults	on	Saturday,	March	13,	from	2:00	to	
3:00	p.m.	Relax	and	connect	with	old	and	new	friends	with	
a	variety	of	teas,	refreshments	and	reassuring	conversation.	
Registrants	will	receive	baskets	with	tea	cups	and	refresh-
ments	 to	 use	 at	 home	 for	 the	 virtual	 party.	 Space	 is	 lim-
ited.	RSVP	by	March	10.	Call	588–2620	or	email	admin@
grapevinenh.org.

Maps, Quests and Treasure Hunts:	Join	The	Grapevine’s	
Carol	Lunan	and	the	Harris	Center’s	Susie	Spikol	on March	
26	 from	9	a.m.	 to	11	a.m.,	 for	a	morning	of	adventure	at	
McCabe	Forest,	where	we	will	be	searching	for	treasure	and	
doing	 scavenger	 hunts,	 map	 challenges	 and	 orienteering.	
Discover	if	you	can	follow	a	map	and	claim	a	treasure,	solve	
clues	and	riddles	and	walk	a	bearing	to	find	your	way.	Open	
to	4th	through	6th	graders	who	like	a	challenge!	Contact	the	
Grapevine	for	more	information.

Searching for Spring at McCabe Forest:	Join	The	Grape-
vine’s	 Carol	 Lunan	 and	 the	Harris	 Center’s	 Susie	 Spikol	
for	a	morning	of	celebrating	spring	on	April	24	from	10	to	
11:30	a.m.	Come	search	for	the	signs	of	spring	at	McCabe	
Forest.	Look	and	listen	for	bird	songs,	sniff	the	air	for	the	
scent	of	spring’s	earliest	flowers,	and	visit	the	magical	ver-
nal	pools	of	this	special	spot.	At	the	pools	we	will	search	for	
frogs,	salamanders	and	other	small	creatures.	A	perfect	way	
for	families	to	start	their	Saturday.	Contact	The	Grapevine	
for	more	information.

Annual Spring Walk for Families, Saturday, May 8th

We	are	still	considering	the	details	of	this	event—please	
stay	tuned!

The Grapevine

formation	and	ask	for	Carol	Lunan	or	email	her	at	caroll@
grapevinenh.org	 to	 learn	 about	 some	of	 the	 resources	 and	
supports	available.	

The Learning Vine Cooperative Preschool
A	 program	 for	 children	 3	 to	 5	 years	 old.	We	 are	 now	

welcoming	 inquiries	 for	 the	 2021–22	 school	 year!	 This	
hands-on	program	focuses	on	social	 interaction	and	prob-
lem-solving	skills	in	a	small	group	setting,	in	a	fun,	engag-
ing	environment.		Family scholarships may be available—
please inquire.

SPeCiaL PrOGraMS & evenTS
(For information on teen programs, please see the Avenue A 
article)

Ongoing:
Positive Family Connections
An	online	parent	group	geared	toward	families	with	chil-

dren	ages	5	to	9.	Topic	driven,	facilitated	by	two	Grapevine	
staff	with	young	children.	Thursdays	at	8:00	p.m.	Call	 to	
register	and	receive	the	link.	

Online Dad’s Group 
Join	virtually	every	month	to	chat	with	other	dads	about	

being	a	parent.	Share	your	ideas	with	others	who	have	been	
in	similar	situations	in	a	relaxing	atmosphere.	RSVP	by	call-
ing	Carol	at	588–2620	or	email	caroll@grapevinenh.org.

Free Tax Preparation
IRS-certified	 tax	 preparer	 Larry	 Schwartz	 is	 providing	

free	 tax	 preparation	 at	 The	 Grapevine	 on	Mondays	 from	
2–6	p.m.	 through	April	12,	2021.	All	 returns	will	be	filed	
electronically.	Call	The	Grapevine	to	make	an	appointment.	
Inquire	about	appointments	in	Hillsborough,	too!

Community Wood Bank
The	wood	bank	is	an	emergency	service	for	 those	who	

use	wood	as	 their	primary	heat	 source	 that	are	nearly	out	
or	 have	 no	wood,	 and	 have	 no	 other	 source	 of	 heat	 (oil/
propane/electric).	Thank	you	to	local	vendors	and	commu-
nity	members	that	answered	the	call	for	help	with	our	wood	
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The Grapevine

Annual Black Fly Community Art Show
We	are	still	considering	the	details	of	this	event—please	

stay	tuned!

SUMMer PLanS?
Backyard Summer Adventures
It’s	 not	 too	 early	 to	 think	 about	 summer	 activities	 for	

your	child.	If	you	are	looking	for	summer	program	options	
for	your	children,	give	us	a	call.	We	are	still	considering	the	
details	of	what	summer	programming	will	look	like.	

ServiCeS aT THe GraPevine

Information & Referral:	 Information	about	area	 resources	
for	 financial	 assistance,	 food,	 childcare,	 legal	 assistance,	
clothing,	health	and	dental	care,	and	other	needs.

Home Visiting:	Offering	one	to	one	support	for	families	in	
the	home	and	other	settings.	

Community Wood Bank:	An	emergency	resource	for	those	who	
use	wood	as	a	primary	heat	source	during	the	cold	season.

Heating Fuel & Electric Assistance:	Call	SNHS	at	924–2243	
or	877–757–7048	for	an	appointment	or	The	Grapevine	for	
information.

Child & Family Counseling:	With	Winter	F.	Keeler,	PLLC.	
Call	or	text		978–252–0709.

Help Finding Shelter:	 For	 families	 who	 are	 homeless	 or	
face	homelessness.

Community Tool Lending Shed:	Have	 a	 project	 around	 the	
house	but	don’t	have	the	tools	to	do	it?	Contact	us	by	email	at	
toolshed@grapevinenh.org	or	call	The	Grapevine.	We	might	
have	what	you	need.

THank yOU
Thank	you	to	the	many	people	who	supported	The	Grape-
vine	in	so	many	ways	over	the	winter	months	including:	

	•	 The	New	Hampshire	Charitable	Foundation	and	Monad-
nock	United	Way	for	their	ongoing	support	of	our	parent	
education,	home	visiting	and	mental	health	resources	and	
supports

	•	 The	businesses	and	individuals	who	donated	and	partici-
pated	in	our	Annual	Online	Auction,	helping	raise	over	
$6,000	 and	 our	 local	 donors	who	 gave	 to	 our	Annual	
Appeal	

	•	 Monadnock	Paper	Mills	and	The	Gilbert	Verney	Foun-
dation	 for	 their	ongoing	support	of	The	Grapevine	and	
Avenue	A	Teen	Center

	•	 Eversource	and	John	Brown	&	Sons	for	their	donations	
of	Christmas	Trees,	tree	stands	and	lights	and	gift	cards	
for	holiday	meals

	•	 Robyn	Manley	and	Project	Linus	volunteers	for	their	do-
nation	of	beautiful	handmade	blankets	for	our	families

	•	 End	68	Hours	of	Hunger	for	delivering	food	bags	to	The	
Grapevine	each	week	

	•	 Susan	 Ellis	 for	 her	 donation	 of	 handmade	 children’s	
pocketbooks

	•	 Larry	Schwartz	for	his	ongoing	tax	preparation	program	
offered	here	at	The	Grapevine	as	well	as	in	Peterborough	
and	Hillsborough

	•	 Our	 families,	who	have	donated	paper	goods,	 cleaning	
supplies	and	snacks	for	programs

	•	 Eren	 Pils	Martin	 for	 her	 help	 creating	 special	 activity	
bags	for	children

	•	 Ted	“Trashy”	Brown	 for	 collecting	our	 trash	and	 recy-
clables	each	week!				ª

Families	enjoy	the	outdoors	this	winter	as	part	of	The	Grapevine’s	Better	Beginnings	Program.	Photo	by	Eren	Pils	Martin.



				32	 The Limrik	•	March	2021	 	

BULK	RATE

US	POSTAGE	PAID

ANTRIM,	NH	03440

The	Limrik
PO	Box	84
Antrim,	NH	03440

POSTAL	PATRON
ANTRIM,	NH	03440

5% DISCOUNT   For all Fire & Police Dept. Personnel and Seniors 65+

BRICK
OVENGREAT         PIZZA

Delicious Deli Subs
BIG Burgers

62 Main St. Antrim, NH
588-3388

Rick

We now have
Beer & Wine

to enjoy with
your meal

OPEN
Sunday 11am - 8pm

Tue - Thur 11am - 9pm
Friday 11am - 10pm

Saturday 11am - 9pm
Closed Monday

BEST RECIPE    BEST PIZZA

Come in, Eat and Enjoy!

CalzonesGarden Salads

Home Made Onion Rings
Ocean Fresh SeafoodHot Steak & Cheese Subs

Spicy Buffalo Wings


