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Eric Tenney
(OCTOBER 27,1943 — SEPTEMBER 19, 2025)

Steve Ullman

For seventy-one years, it was my honor to call Eric Tenney a trea-
sured friend. In 1954, 1 was a ten-year-old second baseman on the
Antrim baseball team then led by the incomparable Bill Edwards and
Al Thornton. I welcomed Eric, a newcomer from Francestown, to our
Antrim squad.

What I noticed right away about Eric was how bright he was. While
many of us at the time were obsessed with cars or popular songs, he
actually enjoyed reading books! Yesterday I had a conversation with
two medical researchers who told me about the half-hour conversa-
tion they had with Eric about the subject of calculus. How many of us
could do this? I certainly couldn’t. Did I mention that Eric was also
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Festival of Trees
James Panico

The Festival of Trees returns to the James A.
Tuttle Library, running throughout the month
of December and into the New Year. This free,
month-long holiday event, put on by a group of
community-minded volunteers, provides a magi-
cal time for residents of Antrim and surrounding
towns. The festival features a wide assortment of
trees and wreaths beautifully and creatively deco-
rated by community members, businesses and
groups.

Mark your calendars for these must-attend
family events: Santa visits the library on Saturday,
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Antrim-Bennington Food Pantry

Pamela Maki-Kallberg
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Terry and Noah, pantry besties. Photo by Pamela Maki-Kallberg.

Every November, our hearts swell with deep
appreciation, recognizing our blessings. On No-
vember 8", the distribution of Thanksgiving bas-
kets enabled 83 families to receive a meal to cele-
brate the holiday. The Boy Scouts and Cub Scouts
have gathered a bounty of autumn donations—a
total of 630 nonperishable food items were deliv-
ered. And Monadnock Paper Mills conducted its
yearly food drive, donating a remarkable volume
of food to stock our shelves.

The number of individuals we assist continues
to increase week by week. By 8:30 a.m. every Sat-
urday, people start lining up. Our initiative is run
completely by volunteers, and I wonder whether
our clients truly understand the extensive amount
of work that happens behind the scenes for this
mission. Therefore, when faced with the inquiry,
“Why can’t we open earlier?”, [ respond by point-
ing out that we are already operating at our maxi-
mum capacity, depending on our committed vol-
unteers who selflessly dedicate their time to help
the community every single Saturday.

Each week, the food pantry retrieves a mini-
mum of two thousand pounds of staples from the
Manchester Food Bank. Regular trips to Aldi’s
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Festival of Trees continued from page 1

Dec 6, from 4-5:30 p.m., where
children will be able to meet with

the man in the big red suit; and a (5
special Holiday Concert will be
performed by Silentwoods Collective’s Andrew Koutrou-
bas and his team on Sat. Dec 20. Seating will be limited for
this event, so register early!

Get ready to pose! The glistening birch tree photo sta-
tion is back, offering the perfect spot for patrons to take fun
photos and selfies with friends. Look for new lighting treat-
ments this year that will add a truly ethereal element to the
library halls. We will also have our annual scavenger hunt,
free hot chocolate and 12 Days of Antrim display on the
lower level for all to enjoy during regular library hours.

The main fundraiser for the event is the annual raffle of a
community-original quilt. Tickets are available for $1 each
or 6 for $5, with the lucky winner announced mid-Decem-
ber. The proceeds from the raftle are used to help offset the
modest operational expenses of the event.

For the latest Festival of Trees news, visit www.antrim-
festivaloftrees.org or the event’s Facebook page. Queries
can be directed to AntrimFOT(@gmail.com or by calling
971-330-8835. A wonderful holiday experience awaits!

ANTRIM, NH O

Troop 2 Remembers Eric Tenney
Edmond J. Hebert

Eric Tenney was a member of Scout Troop 2 from 1954—
1958. In 2013 Troop 2 went to the Gettysburg and Antie-
tam Civil War Battlefields and other sites in Pennsylva-
nia. When Eric heard about Troop 2’s plans, he volunteered
himself and a friend to act as tour guides for our visit to
the sacred battleground. Eric spent four days giving us a
detailed tour of the entire battlefield and sharing his bounty
of knowledge of the history, military tactics, statistics and
trivia of the Battle of Gettysburg. We learned a lot!

HARDING

Plumbing & Heating
603-588-2442

Happily serving the local area for
the past 40+ years

NH Master Plumbers License M2456

2 The Limrik « DECEMBER 2025



Antrim Police Department
Chief John Blake

As we close out 2025, the Antrim Police Department
continues to move forward in its mission to serve our com-
munity with professionalism and accountability. This year
marked several important milestones, including the estab-
lishment of our K9 Unit, led by Officer Ned Girard and
K9 Dexter, and continued progress toward state accredi-
tation through the New Hampshire Law Enforcement Ac-
creditation Commission. These efforts modernize our poli-
cies, strengthen training and improve transparency for the
public. The Department now provides 24/7 police coverage,
ensuring that an officer is always on duty to respond when
needed. We thank the community for its continued confi-
dence and support in our efforts to serve Antrim.

Winter Safety Reminders
Winter in New Hampshire brings unpredictable weather
and challenging road conditions. Please remember to:

* Slow down and allow extra space when driving on snow
or ice.

¢ Clear all snow and ice from your vehicle—windows,
lights, hood and roof.

* Keep an emergency kit with essentials like a blanket,
flashlight and shovel.

* Watch for pedestrians and plow crews, especially dur-
ing low visibility.
Jessica’s Law
New Hampshire’s Jessica’s Law (RSA 265:79-b) requires
drivers to remove all snow and ice from their vehicles before
driving. Failure to comply can result in fines ranging from
$250-$500 for a first offense and up to $1,000 for subse-
quent violations. Beyond the fines, it’s a matter of safety—
flying snow or ice can cause serious crashes and injuries.
The Antrim Police Department wishes everyone a safe
and happy winter season. #

When you patronize a Limrik advertiser, please
remember to say, ‘I saw your ad in The Limrik!”

Looking for a bank that loves
taking care of you?

—1BNH

Member FDIC

AR

Bank 1.800.832.0912
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Antrim Select Board
Michael Ott

Greetings from the Select Board! Winter is upon us again,
but it was a lovely New Hampshire fall. Antrim’s Home &
Harvest festival—there really is “Nothing Like It” and this
year was no exception! While turnout was a little lighter,
likely due to the threat of inclement weather, a great time
was had by all.

With 2025 coming to a close, the Select Board would like
to offer a few updates around town:

Infrastructure

» The High Street bridge project, our own “Big Dig,” is
nearing completion and should meet its anticipated com-
pletion date in December; many thanks to all the neigh-
bors and residents as we worked through that important
project.

* Our Gregg Lake Dam project should be well underway
by the time of this printing. The lake will be lowered four
feet below normal to facilitate the repair and replacement
of critical dam components.

* Your next visit to Town Hall should feel much warmer
than you may be used to for winter visits as the new heat-
ing system is operational. Many hours and dollars went
into the complete overhaul of the heating system for the
entire building, which should keep all our dedicated staff
warm for years to come.

Budget

» We recently finalized the 2025 tax rate at $23.11. All
components of the rate increased this year, with the Town
portion going up by $1.09.

* The Select Board is working hard to keep the Town’s op-
erating budget as flat as possible and manage all of our
operational costs as low as possible while maintaining an
excellent level of service to all residents.

* Budget workshops will continue through the winter on
our way toward Town Meeting on March 12. We highly
encourage all residents to participate in the review pro-
cess and the budget hearing scheduled for February 9.

With all the recent issues at the federal government level,
it’s important to point out that politics really start at the lo-
cal level. We highly encourage any and everyone who has
an interest in making a change to our town, our state or our
country to get involved any way they can. Get informed on
the issues (from all sides, not just one) and make a differ-
ence at the ballot box or even more directly on one of our
town boards or commissions. There will be three elections
in 2026, starting with the local one here in March. There is
some time before then to really get to the heart of the issues
and decide what’s best for you, your family, our time and
ultimately our country!

Stay safe and healthy and have a wonderful holiday
season!

The Limrik ¢ http://antrimlimrik.org/ 3



Eric Tenney  continued from page 1

a noted expert on the Civil War and the history of Antrim’s
roads? He often hid his stunning intellect under the “regular
guy” persona he so often adopted.

After finishing his education at Mount Hermon and Cor-
nell, Eric served in the Navy for three years. It was at Cor-
nell that Eric had the good fortune to meet his extraordinary
wife, Linda, who became a beloved educator and whose
hospitality was so renowned that I labelled her the “Perle
Mesta of Antrim.” Together Linda and Eric gave birth to
two precious children, Andrew and Crista. Antrim is very
much in debt to Crista who spent more than ten years on
the ConVal School Board advancing the education of young
people in this region. Together with her accomplished hus-
band, Chris, Crista has not only taken over the leadership of
the Tenney Farm but has herself produced two exceptional
sons, Hunter and Jaxon. What an extraordinary family man
Eric was!

Several times, Eric reminded me that if you live in a
small town, you have an obligation to get involved in a town
organization or in local government. Eric lived his life by
this principle of public service.

Returning home to this blessed community after the
Navy, Eric contributed as an Antrim Selectboard member
on three separate occasions. And once, Eric won 450 votes
as a write-in candidate for Selectboard. He also devoted fif-
teen years to the Water and Sewer Commission, headed the
town Budget Committee, served as town Treasurer, and was
a member of the Selectmen’s Advisory Committee to the
ConVal School District.

Eric Tenney was a pillar of this Town, an individual loved
and respected by all of us who had the privilege of knowing
him. We will dearly miss him. 3

Antrim-Bennington Food Pantry continued from page 1

and Shaw’s, along with generous community donations,
keep the pantry in operation. To the individual who dropped
off “meals in a bag” including recipes, we express our grati-
tude! In these challenging times, we are especially appre-
ciative of such gestures of kindness and support.

We are gearing up to provide families with another meal
for Christmas Day—such an opportunity to spread the joy!
Many hands make for lighter work. Donations may be sent
directly to Antrim—Bennington Food Pantry, PO Box 206,
Antrim, NH 03440. Visit our Facebook page to stay up to
date with the latest developments.

On behalf of myself and the dedicated volunteers, we ex-
tend our deepest gratitude to all who have contributed to this
incredible mission as we serve our community. Blessings!

Thonk yow ...

to Verney family and the Monadnock Paper Mills, for the
generous donation of the paper on which The Limrik is printed.

Follow the Work of the School Board
Contributed by Sarah Edmunds

The ConVal School Board invites you to stay connected
and informed about the work we do on behalf of our students,
staff and the community. Our meetings are open to the public
and livestreamed so you can follow discussions as they hap-
pen or catch up at your convenience. Our livestreaming sys-
tem has recently been enhanced with timestamped record-
ings, allowing you to easily navigate to any specific agenda
item, discussion or vote. This improvement is part of our
ongoing effort to make the Board’s work more transparent
and accessible to everyone in the ConVal community.

All meetings are available through the ConVal Events
YouTube channel, YouTube.com@ConVal events. We en-
courage you to subscribe so that you can be aware when
new meetings are scheduled or streams go live.

Thank you for your continued engagement and sup-
port. Together, we can ensure that our district’s gover-
nance remains open, collaborative and responsive to our
community.

Conservation Corner
Peter Beblowski and Bob Holmes

The Antrim Conservation Commission has been review-
ing our new forest property on the southeastern spur of Ri-
ley Mountain. In the coming year, we’ll be planning trails
on the property, which we hope to connect to old trails on
the existing Campbell Pond Forest Property.

The Commission is also looking for walkers and hikers to
volunteer to be trail monitors. The Commission doesn’t al-
ways have time to get out and walk every trail once a month
or after a particularly windy storm. So, trail monitors can be
our eyes as an early warning system, on the lookout for fall-
en tree limbs that need to be removed or other action needed
to keep the trails passable. If you walk the trails and want
to help to keep them in good condition, email Bob at Bob-
h4antrim@gmail.com. 1f we can get three or four people
to sign up for every trail, folks won’t even have to walk
it too often. If interested, please contact any commission
member or show up for the next Conservation Commission
meeting (generally the last Thursday of the month) or post a
response on the Trails of Antrim Facebook page. #

BLUE FEATHER FARM

TN

NSRS
133 WEST ST. ANTRIM, NH

£

= U-cuT
CHRISTMAS TREES
NOVEMBER — DECEMBER

" U-PICK
BLUEBERRIES
JULY-AUGUST

= BIRD BANDING/
AVIAN EcoLOGY
APRIL-NOVEMBER

FIND Us ON FACEBOOK
BLUEFEATHERFARMNH@GMAIL.COM
815-520-2001
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The Wind Farm Six Years In
Joan Gorga

On two beautiful Saturdays in October, guided tours of
the Antrim Wind site were offered by the landowners, the
Town of Antrim and wind farm operator Siemens Gamesa,
with permission from TransAlta, owner of the towers. We
were met by Michael Ott, one of the project landowners
(also a Siemens Energy employee, but in a different divi-
sion), and Wesley Fulgham, the lead site technician from
Siemens. We donned hard hats (even those of us known for
being somewhat hard-headed) and boarded the town bus
(White Pearl to those who’ve met her before) for the drive
up the project’s private road, Tuttle Hill Trail, to the top of
the ridge to visit the nine turbines up close and personal, go-
ing 2.7 miles to Tower 9 at the end. We peppered Mike and
Wesley with questions, and they did their best to provide
full responses.

Wesley has been onsite full time since 2020, shortly af-
ter Antrim Wind went online on Christmas Eve 2019. He
trained in wind turbine technology after finishing a stint in
the military and says he’s really a “glorified mechanic.” He
likes the physical work and being at such a beautiful loca-
tion—he enjoys tormenting friends with scenic photos from
his “office.” Wesley says his slight build makes many of the
climbing tasks easier, but he does have to be careful—there
is a lift assist system designed to help pull workers carrying
75-pound packs 300 feet up the stairs to the top of the tow-
ers, but Wesley is so light that he wouldn’t be able to stop
at the top if he didn’t use the lightest setting very cautious-
ly. For safety, technicians never work alone on the towers.
Both Wesley and Mike, who is taller, can stand to their full
height inside a blade, which can be entered from a platform
at the top of the ladder.

The towers themselves are 303 feet tall, nearly 500 feet
to the tip of the top blade, except for the slightly shorter
Tower 9. A rotor covers almost 2.5 acres in one sweep. We
were warned to brace ourselves on something before look-
ing straight up from the base of the towers to keep from
getting dizzy. The construction crane was so large it was
shipped to the site in pieces and assembled at the Tower 1
site partway up the hill. It was then driven up the rest of the

way to build the remaining turbines. The bases sit in holes
drilled about 25 feet deep and are stabilized with concrete
and packed gravel.

The turbines are designed to always face into the wind
and turn in the same direction, and thus require an “unwind
scenario”, which is why one may face a completely differ-
ent direction from the rest. If you see a tower off and fac-
ing the wrong direction, it is likely undergoing maintenance
or “unwinding.” If you see towers on but facing in slightly
different directions, it is due to different wind currents cir-
culating over the ridge. Wesley is able to monitor condi-
tions online from the office at the base of the hill, as well as
from his home, and can initiate maintenance work as soon
as a problem is detected. Antrim Wind is also in constant
contact with ISO New England, an independent regional
transmission organization that predicts electricity usage and
oversees the operation of New England’s power grid. I[f ISO
New England anticipates a need for electricity, they will ask
that the towers not be taken down for routine maintenance
or request that any tower that’s down be brought back up as
soon as possible.

The collector power line leading away from the towers
was installed above ground, from the substation to the me-
teorological (met) tower so they didn’t have to blast into the
bedrock to bury the lines. The power is then fed out to the
grid. One of the attractions of this site was that the power
could be fed into an uncongested power line—i.e., a line
that is not carrying more power than it was designed for.
Local production of electricity reduces electric congestion.
Mike explained that the actual electrons produced on site
are used at the closest possible place, and at any particular
time, Antrim Wind is likely powering homes and businesses
in Stoddard, Windsor, Hillsboro, Antrim, Bennington, Han-
cock and possibly beyond.

The power generated also has a value and is sold at a
wholesale rate. 25% of Antrim Wind’s output power is sold
to the NH Electric Co-op, a member-owned utility coopera-
tive based in Plymouth, NH, and the rest is bought by Mass
General Brigham’s hospital system in Boston. Antrim Wind
makes PILOT payments (payments in lieu of taxes) to the
Town of Antrim. The first payments were in the range of

&

continued on page 6

Main Street
P.O. Box 265
Antrim, NH 03440

Ofc: 603-588-2130
Fax: 603-588-3036
appleshedrealty@tds.net

Paul E. Hardwick, Broker
Cell: 603-491-3928 - Res: 603-588-2724

Maria Isotti, Realtor * 603-533-5413
Richard Hanlon, Realtor « 603-321-9898

Brook

Veterinary Clinic

Grea

Dr. Tom Dowling, Veterinarian
100 Concord Street * Antrim, NH 03440

603 / 588-3460
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The Wind Farm SiX Years In  continued from page 5

$300,000; as of September 30" of this year, Antrim Wind
has paid the town ~$2.4 million dollars in PILOT payments.

The met tower, located between Towers 1, 3 and 4, mea-
sures wind speed and direction from five elevations and
supports the primary radar for the aircraft-detecting light-
ing system, or ADL. This system keeps the FAA-mandated
lights off unless there is an aircraft within a given range
and direction that make the towers a hazard to navigation;
the system then turns the lights on until such time as the
aircraft is out of the area. The Antrim site was the first in
the country to be licensed for such a system. Adjacent to the
met tower there is a LIDAR unit, which is a laser to detect
cloud cover—if'there is no cloud cover, specific turbines are
turned off for the duration of time that they might produce
shadow flicker on nearby residences.

The maximum windspeed the turbines can handle is 25
m/s (56 mph). If the wind goes above that, they turn off and
the blades are feathered into the wind. They are direct-drive
towers—that is, they have no gearbox and are permanent
magnetic generators—and only require 4—5 m/s (9—10 mph)
of wind to start producing electricity. If the windspeed is
too low at night, the turbines go into “wildlife protection
mode.” In the first year of operation, they found that few
birds made impact with the blades, but 36 bats were killed.
Subsequent studies have shown that bats are more likely
to have impacts with the blades in low wind and at certain
times of the year; now the turbines are shut down to idle
when the wind speed is below 5 m/s (11 mph) or bats are
likely to be out. One bat has been killed this year; no bats or
birds were killed in the previous two years.

The Antrim Wind site covers 1800 acres, with 1000 acres
under conservation easements. Of those acres, only 55 acres
were disturbed during construction and less than 12 are used
for the site today. Wildlife, including bears, moose, coyotes,
foxes, porcupines, songbirds, hawks and more, are seen fre-
quently and roam freely through the area. However, as a
possibly vulnerable power-generation site with numerous
potential hazards, human visitors are considered trespassers
and should not be onsite without a formal invitation. The
tour sponsors hope to be able to offer site tours regularly for

those who are curious. ¥
Specializing in:
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jamespanico@icloud.com
JAMESPANICO.COM

We Digress Book Club

Jennifer A. Adams

The We Digress Book Club picks books from every era
and realm, from 1935 politics to women in the Vietnam war,
from Gaza and Israel to deep sea divers in Asia; Antarctic
exploration to missionaries in Africa to a Native American
reservation; from Civil War to the Korean War to the Viet-
nam War; fiction, nonfiction, alternate realities, journals;
books published from the late 19™ century through the 21
century. Books that any club member has read and liked
enough to want to share with the group.

In December, we will be discussing The Serviceberry:
Abundance and Reciprocity in the Natural World, by Robin
Wall Kimmerer (author) and John Burgoyne (illustrator), an
ecological metaphor for how nature shares abundance vs.
sharing in our scarcity-based economy—Indigenous wis-
dom to reimagine what we value, emphasizing gratitude
and interconnectedness. (There’s a reason we chose a ser-
viceberry as one of the native trees we planted at the Gregg
Lake Beach! ~Ed.) Join us on Dec 18 at 2 p.m. at the Pres-
byterian Church. Copies of this short book will be available
upon request at the Tuttle Library—a mere 128 pages to fit
into a busy holiday month.

Coming in the future: The Island of Missing Trees by Elif
Shafak, Water Moon by Samantha Sotto Yambao, Under the
Banner of Heaven: A Story of Violent Faith by Jon Krakau-
er, and Klara and the Sun by Kazuo Ishiguro. And anything
else that a book club member might suggest!

Any questions? Contact Jennifer at wedigress.book-
club@yahoo.com. #

g WILLIAM BRYK )

Justice of the Peace and Notary Public

Marriages solemnized
Documents notarized and authenticated
Reasonable fees — will travel to client

444 Clinton Road
Antrim, NH 03440-3510

Telephone: (603) 588-2168

The Revival Shop

GENTLY-USED CLOTHING FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY

OPEN EVERY SATURDAY
10:00 a.m. — 2:00 p.m.

and BY APPOINTMENT

Leave a message at 588-2209 and your call will be returned.

First Presbyterian Church, 73 Main Street, Antrim

6 The Limrik « DECEMBER 2025



This Town is Your Town:

Multigenerational Businesses in Antrim
Wendy Gibbons

The family To Do List at Blue Feather Farm graces a large
white board in the kitchen and morphs as seasons change
and new priorities emerge. When I think about running our
farm, the imagery that comes to mind invokes balance — per-
haps surfing a wave without tumbling into the water or jug-
gling fragile wine glasses. For example, the need to pick a
new song to go with my Facebook Christmas tree ads (fun!)
might compete in my mind with the importance of ripping
up more ropy bittersweet vines from under our blueberry
bushes (less fun, but very satisfying). Choices, choices.

This Jill-of-all-trades aspect of running a business keeps
life interesting, but I am so overwhelmed by the process
of learning it myself that I can’t imagine teaching another
person how to do it. Yet a number of Antrim business own-
ers have successfully navigated the challenge. By gradually
introducing entrepreneurship skills to their children and
grandchildren while also encouraging them to keep their
options open, they have bequeathed them life skills, mean-
ingful work and successful enterprises.

For us customers and residents in town, these multigen-
erational businesses make Antrim not just a dynamic place
to live, but also a stable one. They channel the tiny flames
of community spirit into toasty fires of town character that
draw in new residents and encourage young people to return
to their hometowns despite a difficult housing market and
steep economic headwinds that can make rural life seem
unappealing. Scott Slattery is a Community Economic
Development Field Specialist with the University of New
Hampshire Extension. Slattery says research studies he has
helped with show that people in rural New Hampshire love
multigenerational ‘mom and pop’ type businesses because
“you get to know that business, you know the owner, you
know the kids, you know the dog.”

Nurturing Relationships

So how do small business owners foster a love for en-
trepreneurship in their children? For the local families who
have made it work, the key, it seems, is giving young ones
a chance to practice their skills in a low-pressure way from

an early age while also encouraging them to explore their
career options as they get older. “I was eight, and I picked
strawberries,” says Crista Salamy of growing up in the third
of four generations managing Tenney Farm. She still re-
members her first pay raise from 10 to 25 cents per quart
of berries and getting promoted to working in the store at
the age of fourteen. “I wanted my own money,” Salamy ex-
plains. “I had horses, cows and sheep to feed. To have ani-
mals, I had to help take care of them. Then, when I wanted
a car, | had to help pay for it.”

Rick Edmunds of Edmunds Ace Hardware represents the
third of four generations running the family business. His
parents also started him out a young age. “When [ was about
six or seven, I would sweep the floor or help bring the stuff
outside before I went to school, and get paid a couple of
dollars,” Edmunds says. Glenn Cook of Mush Cook’s says
he basically grew up in his family’s garage. “I was work-
ing when I was eight years old, and I was here because my
father needed help. When I was twelve, he was leaving me
a list of stuff to do in the summer.”

Although the tasks may have been simple, starting young
allowed Edmunds to learn “by example, by seeing how my
parents interacted with customers,” he says. The key to this
parenting style is to keep a balance between instilling a
strong work ethic and also providing time for recreation.

Epmuny
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continued on page 8

NH PIONEER CHIMNEY

COMPLETE CHIMNEY SERVICES
www.nhpioneer.com e 603-588-3908

Chimneys swept, inspected, relined, waterproofed,
repointed and rebuilt.

Critters removed. Caps installed. Leaks stopped.
Prefab chimney and woodstove installations.

Insured e Over 30 Years Experience o Free Estimates
Prompt, Courteous Service ® Veterans Discount
Marcel J. Couturier @ Antrim, NH

NEED FREE CLASSES?
Call ... 464-5285

elp with HiSet, (new GED), Math, Reading,
Writing, Resumes, and ESOL

Call for more information today!

Project LIFT Adult Education
63 West Main Street, Hillsboro

Services also in Antrim, Bennington, and Peterborough
at convenient locations.
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This Town is Your Town continued from page 7

“I still got to do sports and go to friends’ houses to play,”
Edmunds says. “I always enjoyed it, because I never felt the
loss of other things,” such as Boy Scouts or summer camp.
“I kind of run the same balance with my kids, too,” he adds.

A Head Start on Life

The appeal of living in the town one grew up in might
not be obvious, but Jaxon Salamy of Tenney Farm, Crista’s
younger son, perceived the advantages while still in his
teens. “It’s just easier for me,” Jaxon says, describing how
his childhood experience in farming gave him a head start
on life and allowed him to avoid college debt. “It’s not ex-
actly the greatest job in the world—it takes a lot of work and
all that—but you don’t want to waste your life doing some-
thing you don’t love doing,” he says. Jaxon particularly en-
joys telling people what he does for a living. “When you tell
them that you grow things like watermelons and melons,
nobody does it anymore, and so I feel like it’s cool.” Jaxon
thrives on transforming seeds, water, and dirt into delicious
food for his customers. Hearing comments such as: “Tenney
Farm vegetables are the best they’ve ever had, or they’re
going to come back next year, or they’re going to go tell
their family,” helps him stay motivated, he says.

Craig Cook, son of Glenn, says following his father into
the garage business was always the plan. “When everybody
talked about how they didn’t know what they wanted to do
in life, I mean, we always knew,” Craig says of himself and
his father. This focused approach to a career allowed Craig
to avoid wasting time on jobs he didn’t like and gave him
an early financial start, which he leveraged to buy a house
at the age of twenty-one. Both Cooks describe themselves
as “driven” and “goal-oriented,” clearly important to run-
ning a small business. Craig’s choice has paid off by giving
him time to pursue hobbies such as forging steel knives and
coaching wrestling.

Angie Robinson of Rick and Diane’s Pizza in downtown
Antrim started helping her parents with their business at
the tender age of eleven, taking on vacuuming, cleaning,

and helping with the computer entry. It took her several de-
cades, however, to find her path back to the family business.
She and her husband, Tim Robinson, are making up for lost
time by soaking up all the wisdom they can after taking over
from Angie’s father, Rick Davis. She sees her father as “the
personality of the business” who has not just years of expe-
rience but also the discipline to make things happen. Believ-
ing in the Lord inspires her to be willing to be taught. “I’m
always trying to learn,” Angie says. The Robinsons’ daugh-
ter, Ashlyn, will also work at the restaurant as soon as she
can drive. Ashlyn helps with baking and brings strengths in
organizing and tidiness, her mother says proudly.

Life in the Public Eye

Combining the roles of small business owner and par-
ent in a small town could create some awkward moments,
so “you always have to behave yourself,” laughs Rick
Edmunds. “Everybody knows you, and sometimes you
can’t get away from that,” agrees Crista Salamy, describ-
ing how she sometimes craves more time to be alone with
her thoughts. The expectation to know every customer in-
dividually also can prove daunting for young people who
haven’t had as many years as their parents to match faces
to names. His boys find that “more people know them than
they know,” Rick says.

Managing family conflicts from within a business re-
quires a sense of humor and a willingness to compromise.
Glenn and Craig Cook note that while they have had their

g~

Professional Remodeling by

Butler Restorations LLC

Inventive solutions to vexing problems

e Updating and repairing antique homes
* Doors and windows replaced

e Decks and special projects

e Custom built-ins

¢ Construction site management

* Renovation consultation

Mike Butler, Master carpenter
www.ButlerRestorationsllc.com
MTButlerCarpenter@icloud.com
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603-588-2637
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share of arguments, they have never had a fight. “I have my
own way of doing things,” Glenn says, of his personality
style. Yet the temptation to permanently give someone the
boot doesn’t work with a family member. “I’ve been trying
to get fired,” laughs Glenn. “Some days I come in here and
I go, ‘I’'m late again! If [ was you, I would fire me.”” Craig
responds with an eye roll: “The boss is compassionate. He
hasn’t fired him yet.”

Sharing the business with a sibling is easier if each person
has an area they specialize in, says Crista Salamy. She ex-
plains that her two boys have different personalities and inter-
ests, allowing them to meet the needs of specific niches with-
in the farm. Hunter has always been into tractors, equipment,
and working in the fields, whereas Jaxon enjoys animals and
tending to the greenhouses. While the boys do sometimes
compete or disagree, “it works out because everyone’s got
their thing. You’ve gotta’ agree to disagree sometimes.”

All four business owners stressed the importance of en-
couraging the next generation to explore other careers, even
if this means risking the future of the enterprise. Davis says
that despite Angie’s delay in taking over, he never pushed
her despite sometimes wishing he could take a break. Hav-
ing the opportunity to work with his daughter now makes
him glad he waited until she was ready. “Over the years,
I’ve tried to sell this business several times,” he says. Now
that the younger generation has moved back to Antrim, “a
rock has been taken off my shoulders. It’s a tough business

Edmunds AACE Hardware

MAIN STREET MAPLE STREET
Antrim Henniker
588-6565 428-3265

OPEN
Monday — Saturday * 7 am — 5:30 pm

A

Hardware

Now offering FedEXZ.shipping
at our Antrim location

www.edmundsstore.com

to begin with, and restaurants go out of business left and
right,” Davis adds. “I’m good at it, but I was tired of it.”

Back to the Future?

The rigors of entrepreneurship can wear owners down,
agrees Crista Salamy, describing her work life not just in
the store but also managing the payroll, taxes, audits, work
regulations, pesticide laws and bookkeeping. “It’s not all
just go out and plant a garden and watch it grow,” she sighs.
Her generation has managed the Tenney Farm enterprise
for twenty-five years, and she sees herself as ready to scale
back. “I’m almost ready for the boys to totally take it over,
to try all their ideas.”

For the Cooks, passing the torch to a new generation
doesn’t seem likely. Younger members of the family “didn’t
inherit the love of smashing your hands and getting greasy,”
Glenn says, noting that young people don’t always appreci-
ate the value of learning by doing. “It’s a different world
now than it was when I was younger.”

Slattery of the UNH agrees that different generations
need to learn to communicate better. “Young people need
to get involved,” he says, by attending community meetings
and other events. Older folks need to reflect on how to teach
young people to become stakeholders in small-town enter-
prises. All of this in the context of the fact that, of course,
“It’s not cheap to live in Antrim,” Slattery says. Yet thinking
outside the box by supporting careers in the trades such as
Career and Technical Education or historic preservation can
provide “a damn good living” and nurture that “fierce com-
munity spirit” that makes Antrim so special. “We’re trying
to get this next generation excited about what we are do-
ing,” Slattery says.

Despite the challenges of high housing costs, long hours
and managing customer expectations, for Rick Edmunds,
guiding a multigenerational business helps him appreciate
the value of living in a strong, tight-knit community such
as Antrim. “It’s really a connected web,” Edmunds says,
describing our town as “a good New England town with
hardworking people and loyal customers. These connec-
tions keep us going and growing,” he quips. Angie Rob-
inson also values our uniquely supportive community. She
and Tim have now relocated to Antrim and are grateful to be
building a home right around the corner from the restaurant.
They feel proud to call Antrim their hometown, Angie says.

“I know my grandfather was happy that I stayed in farm-
ing, because that’s what he told my mom,” Jaxon says of his
choice to stay in Antrim. “My grandma too, she tells us all
the time. She likes how it’s all turned out, seeing the parking
lot full of cars and the fields all full of crops,” Jaxon says,
smiling. I can’t agree more. 3

The Limrik is printed by

Savron Graphics, Jaffrey

www.savron.com
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James A.Tuttle

L i

LIBRARY

LIBRARY HOURS

Monday & Wednesday ¢ 2:00-6:00 p.m.
Tuesday & Thursday ¢ 2:00-8:00 p.m.

James A. Tuttle Library
Where Antrim Comes Together—All Year Long

Christopher Brinkley
Teen Librarian and Emerging Technologies

WEEKLY PROGRAMS
Wednesdays ¢ Story Time ¢ 3:30—-4:30 p.m.
Thursdays * YA Movie Night » 4:30-7:45 p.m.

Friday & Saturday ¢ 10:00 a.m.—4:00 p.m.

If you’re looking for warmth, welcome, and a little won-
der as the seasons turn, the best door to open in Antrim is
the one at the James A. Tuttle Library. This fall reminded
us—Iloudly and joyfully—that our library isn’t just a build-
ing with books; it’s a place where every age finds something
to do, someone to meet and a reason to smile.
WRAPPING UP A WILD OCTOBER

Bigfoot, big fun. A standing ovation to author and re-
searcher Ronny LeBlanc, who packed the house with spine-
tingling stories, field research and that “what if?” curiosity
we all love. Days later, patrons were still swapping favorite
moments from his Bigfoot seminar in the stacks—exactly
the kind of conversation that keeps a community curious.

Trunk or Treat triumph. You turned our parking lot into
a carnival of cobwebs, capes and creativity. From Pokémon
trainers to classic monsters, the costumes were spectacu-
lar—and the turnout even more so. To every volunteer who
transformed a trunk into a tiny, haunted world: you made
magic happen.

Heroes in the stacks. A very warm thank-you to the
Great Brook Junior Honors Society, who rolled up their
sleeves for that unsung library superpower: shelf reading.
Restoring alphabetical order across our mighty collection
is no small feat. Your hard work made it easier for families,
teens and lifelong readers to find their next favorite read.
We can’t wait to host you again.

Costume party capstone. We ended the month on a de-
lightfully spooky high note with our ghoulishly good Cos-
tume Party—congrats to the top three scarers! And to our
Friends of the Library: your treats were as sweet as your
support. October wouldn’t be October without you.

Candy kindness. To everyone who donated candy this
month: thank you. Your generosity fueled smiles and kept the
festive spirit going from the first leaf-fall to the last “boo!”

—MONADNOCK—
RETIREMENT SOLUTIONS,LLC
INDEPENDENT FINANCIAL ADVISOR

Tom Villeneuve RIA

Expert Financial Planning Services
e Retirement Planning

¢ Investment Advice

o Fiduciary Services

e Unbiased Portfolio Review

¢ IRAs & Rollovers

Call today for free consultation
603-491-4092

Tom@MonadnockRetirement.com

COZY UP WITH SOMETHING NEW

As the days get shorter and the temperatures drop, perhaps
a dish that warms the soul? Explore our online database
AtoZ World Food—a world tour of recipes right from your
kitchen. Need help logging in? Give us a ring at 603—588—
6786 and we’ll get you cooking.

CIRCLE YOUR CALENDAR

December—Festival of Trees. The Festival returns, big-
ger and brighter: trees from wall to wall, wreaths, quilts and
sparkling touches tucked into every corner. Come stroll,
mingle and soak in the cheer—perfect for family outings,
photo ops and that much-needed dose of seasonal wonder.

A New England Christmas Concert, Sat, Dec 20, 7-9
p-m. Gather with friends and neighbors for an evening of
New England holiday spirit as cellist Andrew Koutroubas
fills the library with traditional carols, winter ballads, cozy,
candlelit favorites and a few sing-along moments. This
family-friendly concert is a perfect pause in the bustle of the
season—warm, welcoming and right in the heart of town.

February—Chili Cook-Off. Dust off the crockpot, per-
fect your spice profile and bring your bravado—the Chili
Cook-Off is back! Whether you’re a secret-recipe stalwart
or a first-timer ready to turn up the heat, this friendly com-
petition is Antrim at its tastiest.

And There’s More on the Way...

The new year brings a full slate of community-minded
programs, including NH Humanities events, visiting writ-
ers, author talks and hands-on workshops. From story hours
and STEM curiosity to teen creativity, book clubs and tech
help, we’ve got activities that fit every age and interest.
Stop by to discover what’s next—or keep an eye on our
announcements. Either way, we’d love to see you soon. #

The Monadnock Adult Care Center offers a comfortable Financial Assistance

is available for those
who qualify.

United
Way 4

structured day program for adults 18 and over.
MONADNOCK gl today 603-532-2427

AMILY
SERVICES 22 North Street, Jaffrey, NH www.mfs.org
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Great Brook’s Fall Full of Learning and

Celebration
Maryanne Cullinan

We welcomed our new class of fifth graders at the end
of August, and they are filled with energy, enthusiasm and
Bobcat pride. Our school values are respect, responsibility
and safety and our new Bobcats have proven to have all of
these qualities in spades.

We inducted our inaugural National Junior Honor Society
members on October 30. These twenty-one students in sev-
enth and eighth grade went through a rigorous selection pro-
cess and were chosen by a faculty council due to their high
grade point average of A- or above, commitment to com-
munity service and participation in school and community
activities. Thank you to the large audience who came to see
our members sworn in, including six GBS alumni who are
current NHS members. Our GBS NJHS members are Cole
Austin, Collins Harris, Adam Healey, Cora McNulty, Belle
Stahlin, Bradley Allen, Annabelle Bastarache, Simon Beau-
mont, Laurel Brown, Carter Craig, Addyson Cutter, Sophie
Leclerc, Aliyah (Sky) Garcia, Hunter Girard, Emmet Kim-
ball, Chelsea LaPlante, Marie Moenter, Brooklyn Ouellette,
Tommy Ravalico, Brooke Semiele and Maddie Walsh.

In other news, we occasionally survey our students to
help us evaluate our school climate. As anyone who has
ever lived with a middle schooler, or been one themselves,
can tell you, middle school is often a time of tumultuous
emotions and changing friendships. We want all of our
students to feel welcome and accepted as people and chal-
lenged as learners. We were very excited to get the results
of our school climate survey this year. We’re proud to share
with you some highlights:

80% of our students strongly agree or mostly agree that
they like school.

92% of students strongly or mostly agree that their
school wants them to do well.

93% of students strongly or mostly agree that they have
an adult they can talk to who will help them if they need it.
Of course, we want all students to like school, feel like

we want them to do well and feel connected to adults in the
building. However, we are excited we are starting from a

strong place of connection with our Bobcats.

Did you know that we have two dozen co-curricular ac-
tivities for students to join? These range from a variety of
sports to pick-up afterschool sports, Art Club, Dungeons
and Dragons, clubs in partnership with The Harris Center
and Avenue A, Movie Club, Drone Club and a giant 60-plus
kid spring play! We’re working for every student to have
connections to things they love and peers they connect with.

Later this year we will have a Celebration of Learning
at maple sugaring time. We are looking forward to sharing
our students’ accomplishments with you, our community!
Stay tuned!

Fall at Antrim Elementary School
Beth Gibney, Principal

It’s been a wonderful fall at Antrim Elementary School!
While we could use a little rain, the beautiful weather has
given students countless opportunities to explore and learn
outdoors.

Building Community Connections. One of our ongo-
ing goals at AES is to strengthen family and community
engagement. When families, schools and communities
work together, children thrive. This fall, we’ve welcomed
families and local partners for several events, including our
annual Open House. The Grapevine, Antrim Recreation
and the Crotched Mountain Ski Program joined us to share
opportunities and resources, while Mr. Caceres’s obstacle
course and PTO popcorn were big hits with families!

Partnerships That Enrich Learning. Our commu-
nity partnerships continue to grow stronger each year. The
Antrim-Bennington Lions Club remains a valued partner
through programs like “Lunch with Lions” and annual vi-
sion screenings. The Masons will again sponsor “Bikes for
Books” this spring to encourage reading. The Harris Cen-
ter and Cornucopia Project continue to enhance learning
through hands-on science and gardening experiences, and
thanks to grant funding, Cornucopia’s cooking program has
now expanded to third grade.

The Secret Garden Project. This summer, teacher
Vanessa Lofstedt began a passion project to revitalize our
school’s Secret Garden courtyard. Community members

&

continued on page 13
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Will December be the Beginning of a

SAD Season for You?
Dana K. Plank MS, RN

Seasonal Affective Disorder (SAD), or what it is now
called Major Depressive Disorder with a Seasonal Pattern,
is recognized in December as a condition that affects many
Americans in the late fall and throughout the winter months.
Individuals can experience mood disruptions as a result of
less sunlight exposure and colder temperatures.

Researchers have found that a component called sero-
tonin or 5-hydroxytryptamine (5-HT) doesn’t always work
well in individuals who may have SAD. Serotonin is a neu-
rotransmitter but behaves like a hormone. Neurotransmit-
ters carry messages between your brain and the rest of your
body. Serotonin helps to regulate mood. It is suggested that
sunlight levels affect a person’s ability to maintain normal
serotonin levels during the winter months. The addition of
a vitamin D deficiency can make the situation worse. Since
sunlight is needed in order to properly create and metabolize
vitamin D, as a person’s exposure to sunlight decreases, so
do their levels of vitamin D. Other researchers have found
that SAD can occur with altered levels of melatonin as well.
Melatonin is an important hormone that helps regulate the
normal sleep/wake cycles. Individuals with SAD may pro-
duce too much melatonin, which can increase sleepiness
and lead to oversleeping.

SAD can have similar symptoms to depression. These
include, but are not limited to:

* Sad, anxious or “empty” feelings

* Feelings of hopelessness, guilt, worthlessness or help-
lessness

* Loss of interest or pleasure in formerly enjoyable activi-
ties

* Fatigue and decreased energy

* Overeating (or conversely, lack of appetite)

» Difficulty concentrating, remembering details or making
decisions

* Social withdrawal
* Thoughts of death or suicide

ast
.ﬂﬂ“'eats
Pedigree Maine Coon Kittens% ,

from Championship Lines /

TICA Outstanding Cattery
CFA Cattery of Excellence

Breeders: Marie Harriman & Chris Condon

ATLASTCATS.COM

Additional symptoms that may be indicative of SAD are
oversleeping, overeating (especially carbohydrates) and
withdrawing from social activities with family, friends and
coworkers.

Individuals can seek an evaluation by a health profes-
sional to determine whether the symptoms they are expe-
riencing come under the diagnostic criteria for SAD. It’s
important to do this so that any other underlying conditions
are not the cause of what someone is experiencing. Your
healthcare provider may incorporate light therapy, a vitamin
D supplement, cognitive behavior therapy and medication
as part of a treatment plan. There are some things you can
do that will help get ahead of it before you seek treatment.

* Daily walks in fresh air

* Adding vitamin D to your diet and incorporating vitamin
D-rich foods

* Plan fun social activities
* Get plenty of exercise
* Reach out to family and friends
The winter months can be long, and if you think you’ve
experienced SAD in the past or think you might tend to,
it may be helpful to begin preventative actions early on to
help ease you through until spring.
If you want to read more articles on public health topics,
visit my website, https://www.ruralnursewriter.com/. %

5.W.

[LANDSCHAPING /

DESIGN & CONSTRUCTION

Site Planner/Plant Design
Drainage Solutions

Driveways Installed/Repaired
Hardscape Specialists

Patios, Walkways, Walls

Granite Kits & Custom

Yard Expansion/Field Renovation
Horticulture/Arborculture

Hancock, NH
603-562-7367

ﬁTuCkerlandscaping @ @s.w.tuckerlandscaping
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Fall at Antrim Elementary School

continued from page 11

quickly joined in to help bring her vision to life. Nick Ever-
hart of Everhart Landscaping and Design in Peterborough
generously donated his time and materials to get the work
started. This fall, every AES student—from PreK to grade
4——planted a bulb that will bloom in the spring. Nick plans
to continue partnering with AES to keep the space vibrant
and to support outdoor learning for years to come.

Honoring Service and Giving Back. In November,
AES hosted a Veterans Day Breakfast and Community
Meeting to honor local veterans. The event, sponsored by
Clear Path for Veterans of New England and coordinated by
Peter Chase, featured guest speaker Sgt. Bob Edwards, who
reminded students to thank those who serve our country.

Discovery Block: Learning by Choice. This year, AES
introduced Discovery Block, a new enrichment rotation de-
signed by our Muzart, Wellness and Library specialists. Stu-
dents choose hands-on, cross-curricular topics that interest
them, such as creative writing, Spanish, weaving, coding,
chess or select choir. Each unit runs for about six weeks,
mixing grade levels and inspiring curiosity and collabora-
tion across the school.

Learning Through Service. This fall, AES welcomed
fifteen ConVal High School students for their annual Day of
Service. The high schoolers joined our classes throughout
the day, leading small-group activities, helping with art and
nature projects and joining recess and games. They modeled
leadership and kindness, and our younger students loved
having these role models on campus. We’re already looking
forward to their next visit!

Looking Ahead. As we move into the holiday season,
AES will celebrate with both beloved traditions and new
experiences. Students will decorate trees for the Antrim
Festival of Trees, enjoy a Friendsgiving Feast, and partici-
pate in upcoming art and STEM residencies.

It’s an exciting time of learning, growing and connecting
at Antrim Elementary—where students learn to soar! 3

-
@
FREE WINTER CLOTHES ~

FOR THOSE IN NEED

Receiving Donations
until December 9
at Rick & Dianes, 62 Main St, Antrim

Donate only NEW clothes: Adult and Childrens Winter
jackets, boots, snowpants, mittens, socks, hats, etc.

Pickup FREE clothes on Wednesday, December 10
from 1 — 7 p.m. at Rick & Dianes, 62 Main St., Antrim

Call Rick Davis for more information: 603-464-9915
Sponsored by At The Cross Church, Antrim
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In Memoriam, Eric Tenney

Bill Nichols, President
Antrim Historical Society

We are mourning the passing of
Antrim resident and Director of the
Antrim Historical Society, Eric Ten- |
ney. There is so much to say about
Eric—far too much to capture here. i ’

Throughout his 81-plus years, §&
Eric served his town with dedica-
tion. He was an entrepreneur who
established what we know today
as Tenney Farm LLC, and over the years he served sev-
eral terms as town selectman and as water and sewer com-
missioner.

When 1 joined the Historical Society many years ago,
Eric took me under his wing and helped me understand the
deep significance of Antrim’s history. He introduced me to
the immense house project completed in the late 1980s and
would often share stories about how the roads we travel to-
day came to be. He was Antrim’s “Road Scholar.”

During our monthly meetings, Eric was typically a man
of few words, but when he spoke, what he said was invari-
ably important to whatever decision we were making. Many
times, after our meetings I would give him a ride home, and
we’d spend ten or fifteen minutes just sitting in the car, talk-
ing about how things are now compared to how they used to
be. There was always something to laugh about.

In recent years, Eric wanted to step down from the board,
but it seemed to us that losing him without a suitable re-
placement wouldn’t serve the organization well. We as-
sured him that attending meetings wasn’t essential—we
were simply grateful to know he was just a phone call away
whenever we needed his advice or had historical questions.

Fortunately, we had the wisdom to record Eric as part of
our Oral History Project, capturing his insights both as a re-
spected public servant and as the patriarch of Tenney Farm.
These videos are available on our YouTube channel, and if
you haven’t watched them, now would be a meaningful time
to do so.

I will miss Eric—his historical knowledge, his wisdom,
his thoughtfulness and his smile. We were a better organi-
zation with him, whether he was in the room or not. Rest

easy. ¥

FITZPATRICK HEATING

Connor Fitzpatrick
Owner

25 Elm Ave.
Antrim, NH 03440

Propane / Natural Gas ® New Construction & Remodels
Ductless Mini-Splits ® Furnace & Boiler Change Out
Routine Maintenance ® Snow Plowing

603-260-7519 e cfitzpatrick89@gmail.com
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First Presbyterian Church

Jan Howe, Pastor

Property and Grounds have been extremely busy this sum-
mer and autumn. After several workdays, they’ve cleaned
up excess items, removed the carpet in the Clark Room and
repainted the floor. It took several trips to the transfer station
to dispose of all those things people never wanted to throw
away just in case someone needs it someday.

In addition, you may have noticed the work on the out-
side of the church, including the repair of the foundation to
the left of the driveway as you enter the back parking lot.
They were able to save the bush but had to remove several
plants from that garden. The purpose of this is to prevent
leaks into the basement. Every time it rained there would
be puddles of water on the steps entering the Revival Shop
as well as in both bathrooms. Too many times our volun-
teers had to mop up excess water to open the shop and again
during shop open hours. With some of the excess materials
from that project we were able to regrade the back park-
ing lot. The contractor was also able to gid rid of the scrub
brush impeding on the parking lot. This will allow more
parking area without puddles of water—or worse, ice.

They are currently working on repairing a beam in the
front of the church from the outside, in the back of the sanc-
tuary by the handicap ramp. We discovered that it was start-
ing to rot and needed immediate attention. By removing a
pew in the back of the church we will be able to maintain
our handicap ramp and make it easier to enter through that
door even while the beam is being repaired.

The above projects took precedence over repairing the
stained glass windows, which are in dire shape and starting
to bow. Hopefully, we will be able to address these soon.

The Elders thank all the community groups and individu-
als who help us to accomplish these much-needed repairs to
our historic building either by monetary donations or shar-
ing their gifts of time.

Speaking of sharing time, we must give a shout out to
our awesome volunteers in the Revival Shop. It takes many
people to make this ministry possible. You see some volun-
teers during Saturday open hours but there are more who
spend hours sorting clothes and keeping the racks current
and neat. This is a much-needed resource for our commu-
nity, and we thank all who make it possible.

In December, in addition to our Advent and Christmas
Eve Services we will be hosting two concerts this year. Both
promise to be amazing:

First, Ray Sweeney has organized the Antrim Song-
sters once again, and will be holding a Holiday Concert on
Fri, Dec 19, at 7 p.m., with a snow date of Sun, Dec 21, at
2 p.m. As in previous years, this will include a variety of
instrumental and vocal pieces. | hear there will be several
“guests” this year. They have been busy practicing so let’s
support them and show up for an enjoyable evening. We
will also have cookies and finger desserts in the Fellow-

ship Hall afterwards. Anyone who would like to contribute
please leave a message at the church (603—588-2209) so we
have an idea of how much we will have to share.

The second will be on the following Mon (Dec 22) at 7
p.m. with Silentwoods Collective led by Andrew Koutrou-
bas presenting a holiday performance in the sanctuary. This
is the same group that presented a concert in May, which
was a wonderful evening of music.

Advent begins on Sun, Nov 30, when we will light the
first candle on the Advent Wreath during worship at 10:30.
We will continue to light additional candles each week until
we light the Christ Candle on Christmas Eve at our 6 p.m.
Candlelight Service. Please join us as we all prepare our
hearts for the birth of Jesus. On Sun, Dec 29, we will sing lots
of Christmas hymns as we continue through the Christmas
season, ending on Epiphany Sunday (the arrival of the Wise
Men), which will be celebrated on Sun, Jan 4, at 10:30 a.m.

Please join with us at any or all our services and concerts
as we journey together to the manger on Christmas morn-
ing. Our worship services are in person and also on Zoom
each week. We may be small in number, but we are full
of the Holy Spirit and we love having all the community
groups using our building. God Bless.

News from the Pews — Antrim Baptist Church
Minister Mark Kallberg

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year from Antrim
Baptist Church! Be part of our celebration of the season’s
true essence!

Christmas Eve Candlelight Worship, 7 p.m., Dec 24.
Join us for a gathering filled with worship, songs and the
genuine spirit of Christmas as we joyfully commemorate
the birth of our Redeemer.

Christmas Karaoke Evening, 6-9 p.m., Dec 13, in the
fellowship hall. An entertaining night suitable for every age
group! Entry is complimentary, and everyone is invited.
Feel free to wear your beloved “Ugly Christmas Sweater”
and come for an evening of fellowship and laughter. Light
refreshments served.

Antrim Baptist Church is a welcoming, Christ-focused
fellowship where all are invited. Our Sunday worship oc-
curs every week at 10:30 a.m. All are welcome to join us.
We look forward to seeing you soon.

“For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given...”
—Isaiah 9:6 &

The Limrik is privately published for, by, and about

the people of Antrim. It does not receive any town

funds and is entirely supported by subscriptions,
advertising revenue and volunteers.
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DECEMBER 2025

2
4
6
13
17
18
18
18
19

20
22

24
29

Community Calendar

Lions Club Christmas tree sale at Tenney Farm

Festival of Trees at the Tuttle Library ¢ during library open hours
Dads’ Campfire Group * The Grapevine ¢ 7:00 p.m.

Moms’ Campfire Group * The Grapevine ¢ 6:00 p.m.

Santa visits the Tuttle Library * 4-5:30 p.m.

Christmas Karaoke Evening ¢ Antrim Baptist Church * 6-9 p.m.
Senior Lunch Meals on Wheels ¢ Presbyterian Church ¢ 12 noon
The We Digress Book Club ¢ Presbyterian Church ¢ 2 p.m.

Free Community Supper sponsored by the Antrim Grange ¢ Presbyterian Church ¢ 5:30 p.m.
Fostering Community Conversations on Racial Justice * ZOOM ¢ 6:30 p.m.

Ray Sweeney’s Antrim Songsters Holiday Concert ¢ Presbyterian Church ¢ 7 p.m.

(Snow date: Sunday Dec 21 at 2 p.m.)

Silentwoods Collective New England Christmas Concert led by Andrew Koutroubas ¢ Tuttle Library
(Registration is required as seating is limited)

Silentwoods Collective concert led by Andrew Koutroubas ¢ Presbyterian Church ¢ 7 p.m.

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service ¢ Presbyterian Church at 6 p.m. * Antrim Baptist Church at 7 p.m.
Puzzle Palooza  Antrim Town Hall * 4:30 p.m. (pre-register)

JANUARY 2026

6

8
15
15
19
22
24

Dads’ Campfire Group * The Grapevine ¢ 7:00 p.m.

Moms’ Campfire Group * The Grapevine ¢ 6:00 p.m.

Free Community Supper sponsored by Antrim Elementary School ¢ Presbyterian Church ¢ 5:30 p.m.
Fostering Community Conversations on Racial Justice Open Democracy Book Club ¢« ZOOM ¢ 6:30 p.m.
Puzzle Palooza ¢ Antrim Town Hall ¢ 4:30 p.m. (pre-register)

Senior Lunch Meals on Wheels ¢ Presbyterian Church ¢ 12 noon

Antrim Community Board 3rd Annual Business Fair ¢ GBS Gym ¢ 9:30 a.m.—2 p.m.

FEBRUARY 2026

1
3
5
18
19
23

Beat the Winter Blues with Bluegrass featuring Mr Bill « Antrim Town Hall « time TBD
Dads’ Campfire Group * The Grapevine ¢ 7:00 p.m.

Moms’ Campfire Group * The Grapevine ¢ 6:00 p.m.

Senior Lunch Meals on Wheels ¢ Presbyterian Church ¢ 12 noon

Free Community Supper sponsor by Great Brook School ¢ Presbyterian Church ¢ 5:30 p.m.
Puzzle Palooza ¢ Antrim Town Hall ¢ 4:30 p.m. (pre-register)

(

MONDAYS

SAIL (Stay Active & Independent for Life) exercise class Town Hall 11:00-12 p.m.
Zumba at Town Gym, 5:30-6:30 p.m.

Adult Pickleball 6:30-8:00 p.m.

TUESDAYS
Yoga with Jeanine, Town Hall 6:00 p.m.
Adult Pickup Basketball 6:30 p.m.

WEDNESDAYS

SAIL exercise class Town Hall 11:00-12 p.m.

Children’s Story Time with a craft, Tuttle Library 3:30-4:30 p.m.
Adult Pickleball 3:30-5 p.m.

THURSDAYS
YA Movie Night, Tuttle Library 4:30—-7:45 p.m.

FRIDAYS
SAIL exercise class Town Hall 11:00-12 p.m.

SATURDAYS
Zumba at Town Gym, 9:00 a.m.
Antrim-Bennington Food Pantry, Antrim Baptist Church, 10 a.m.—noon (closed 5th Saturday of the month)

ONGOING COMMUNITY EVENTS )

kRevival Shop, Presbyterian Church, open 10:00 a.m.—2:00 p.m. )
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The Old Parsonage, Part 3
Stephen Burkhardt

We were well into this hot, dry summer in New Hamp-
shire as I sat down to write this, the third and final, install-
ment of the history of the Old Parsonage. Our beloved edi-
tor of The Limrik had given me ample time to complete this
assignment. However, I had reverted to my long-established
habit of waiting till the due date was upon me to begin my
work. Unfortunately, it is precisely then that I had contract-
ed a case of writer’s block. The words flowed onto the pa-
per profusely, however incoherently. My rewrites were soon
covered by more rewrites. I could hear the clock ticking
(one hangs on the wall just to my right) quite literally. I con-
ceded then that it was time to throw myself to the mercies of
our benevolent editor and was granted a stay of execution.
Back to the story.

The owners of our house who immediately preceded us
were Franz and Linda Andlinger. Many of our readers have
known them, as they lived here for more than thirty years.
Franz was a baker by trade, so much so to the point that he
had a brick oven constructed in the single-story house across
the street. Although that house was built in the middle of the
20 century, the property was part of a second tract on the
original deed of our house. Both properties had been on the
market for three years by 2017. With no promising prospects
for a purchase, the Andlingers were forced to give up claim,
and a bank sale was held. Investors purchased the properties
and made a wise, if dispassionate, business decision to split
the tracts into two separate deeds. The newer house across
the road sold in April 2018. But even after six months on the
market, the Old Parsonage remained unsold, until we saw
the potential for the fulfillment of a retirement dream in it.
Dennis and I had talked about owning a good old New Eng-
land home since our earliest years together. Our discussions
always had centered around mid-coast Maine, the place of
many of our vacations. Months of searching the internet
produced only frustration. Until one evening, we moved our
search to include New Hampshire. And that very evening,
we had our eureka moment.

Seven short years have passed since we first crossed its
thresholds. In the beginning, our intention was to maintain
our residency in Pennsylvania until retirement but still visit
Antrim to work on the house here. During the first year, we
would make short visits to clean, paint and do yard work.
My first extended stay was in January 2019 with a heavy
snowfall predicted and a heavy snowpack already on the
ground. I found that bread and milk are hot commodities
here, too, when snow is predicted. It was a revelation in-
deed, as I had heard that New Englanders had an ages-old
reputation for being hardy. Ah, another mythical beast gone
extinct. | hunkered in for the night, only to awaken to the
sound of sleet pinging on the old, wavy glass windows. By
daybreak it was rain, and it fell heavily as the temperatures
rose well into the fifties. Water cascaded from the back roof

and flowed down the steep slope in the back. All seemed to
have the same idea to meet at the foundation of the house.
There is a dug basement under a portion of the house, where
the new furnace can be found. You might call this basement
“ground zero.” When the furnace stopped heating, I knew
something was wrong. A quick glance into the cellar con-
firmed a deepening flood. The sump pump float was stuck
submerged, not allowing the trip mechanism to function. I
moved the float by hand, and it began its work to clear the
flood. Unfortunately, the furnace would not give heat. A
technician was summoned, and he determined that the flood
had damaged the circuit board. The part must be ordered,
and he would return when it was available. The springlike
rain of the day was followed by an arctic front. By the time
the repair was made to the furnace, the temperature inside
the house was 43 degrees. The reader will understand my
doubts that day about the wisdom of a new life in New
Hampshire. The return of the furnace heat rekindled my
trust. However, the incident pointed to the most pressing
need for us to address. We decided at that moment that we
would do all that was required to save this house, so that it
might live beyond our years. Water was the biggest threat to
the life of these old timbers.

For most of that year, the short visits would continue.
Slowly, each room on the first floor gained a few fresh coats
of paint, each time bringing more satisfaction. Soon, I found
I dreaded the end of the visits only to have to return to Penn-
sylvania. Sometimes, Dennis and [ would be here together;

O..._x

Don Goudreau

REAL ESTATE |

exp

LUXURY

Find out how my luxury division
can skyrocket your visibility.

Contact: Don Goudreau

Concord, NH

(603) 370-0798 (cell)

(888) 398-7062 x134 (office)
Don.Goudreau@ExpRealty.com

www.LuxuryHomesInNewHampshire.com
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other times, I came solo. Each time, Pennsylvania became
less like home and Antrim more like it. So, by Labor Day of
that year, Dennis agreed that I could take up full residency
here. That weekend, with Cinnamon, our pet rooster, riding
shotgun on the front seat in his dog bed, with food and water
in the console cupholders, we drove to Antrim for good. As
with most humans, by the third hour of travel, Cinnamon
was quite antsy. The rest stops along the way provided us a
place to take a break and left many a puzzled traveler won-
dering just how a rooster found its way to a highway rest
area. Many took photos or asked to pet him, as if they had
never seen such a thing. Cinny was highly socialized and
took the fuss like a pro. Then back on the road again, until
we arrived in Antrim for good.

I took an early retirement from the workforce to focus on
making the house our forever home. Certainly, my energy
would advance the progress on the house, and those weeks
and months were full of many projects, inside and outside.

Excavation to install the much-needed French drain
started in late September of that year. The earth was pushed
back, and a bulwark of large rocks created a girdle to hold
the hill in place. The foundation for a bank garage was also
installed at that time. Before the heavy snows of winter ar-
rived, the timber framing for the barn that would crown the
garage was delivered in fourteen large bundles. Construc-
tion started in January 2020, and a little over a month later,
the barn garage was in place. It seemed to be about this time

A family run business offering
high quality handyman services
to the Monadnock region and
beyond!

774-368-5782

themonadnockhandyman@gmail.com
Find us on Facebook!

The Monadnock
| Handyman |

e Dry wall repairs
e Interior & exterior painting

S : B :
E ® Installing weather stripping to exterior & garage doors
R ® Hanging tv's, wall decor & mirrors
Vv e Re-caulking showers/tubs
| e Dryer vent cleaning
C e Power washing
E e Deck repairs
S Installing lattice
e Replacing rotted trim
O e Installing deck drains
E e Installing shower/sliding barn/screen/storm doors
E e Fixing/replacing mailboxes
R ® Gutter cleaning
E ® Adjusting doors/cabinetry doors to close properly
D e Replacing door knobs, hinges & door stops

e Hanging window blinds & curtains

e Assembling furniture

e Installing rain barrels

e Assembling storage tents

e Installing towel racks & toilet paper holders
e Installing cabinet racks & organizers

e Installing doggy doors

that I began to see and hear an occasional slowing of ve-
hicles. The curious travelers took notice of the newly built
barn. Some even gushed. I reminded them that there is also
a house, as if it were hidden behind a tree. As I mentioned
that fact to someone once, I was told that “barns are very
important in New Hampshire.” Well, I guess that is so.

Season followed season, and each season guided the
project du jour. Spring, such a late spring as I was used to
having, meant much yard work with layers of leaves hav-
ing accumulated for years. We thinned the canopy of trees
that left the house treebound in summer, and the house itself
seemed to step forward to be noticed. Some trees were weak
and threatened to lay a karate chop on the roofline.

Summer is an excellent time for exterior painting. More
impromptu visits by passersby ensued, and we began to sense
that the community approved. Not a week went by without
some stranger stopping to comment or take a photograph.
The compliment was always welcomed and cherished.

We contracted a muralist to decorate the walls of the par-
lor with a depiction of Antrim Centre crowning green hills
as it would have appeared in 1826, the year of the construc-
tion of this house and the brick church that replaced the
original meeting house at the Centre’s original location atop
Meeting House Hill. The bright green palette of the hills in
the mural is a cheery welcome on those gray winter days.

Dennis and I learned as much as we could about the his-
tory of the Old Parsonage and Antrim Centre, spending our
free time googling any clues. There is a wealth of informa-
tion there, and our searches were fruitful and even brought
wonderful surprises. One such surprise confirmed for us that
the walls once held original stencil work by Moses Eaton,
Junior. In fact, we learned there is a collection at the New
Hampshire Historical Society that is part of an inventory of
recorded structures throughout New England retaining their
original stencil work. And there is a file containing Polaroid
photographs with written descriptions of the original stencil
work that was still here in 1978. As our stenciling had been
painted over and could not be restored, I used these photo-
graphs to acquire copies of the patterns used and replicated
the original work with great success, although I must confess
that it took a couple of weeks to warm up to the idea of a pink
bedroom. For the sake of historical context, I moved forward
with that room being as near original as possible. Now, a few
years removed, | have no regrets about that bold choice.

Of course, I could go on about what we have done since
the Old Parsonage became ours. The Limrik has its limits,
and I know our readers do, as well. I will not tax further. That
is, except to say, that when Dennis and I were intrigued by
that cold, gray photo of a house in someplace called Antrim
back in 2018, we had no idea that we would become part of
an amazing community of exceptional people. If you want to
know more about “that red house,” you merely stop your car
in front of it, and someone will be there shortly to tell you all
about it. Oh, and bring lunch; we’ll be here for a while.
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Antrim Grange News
Beth Merrill

This fall Antrim Grange held the annual Penny Sale
and had a good day with perfect weather. We saw many of
our supporters there. We were pleased to be able to spon-
sor some 4-H poultry shows at a couple of local markets.
Grange members were hard at work at Home & Harvest
baking and serving up the Historical Society’s famous apple
crisp. We couldn’t have done this without the aid of many
local bakers!

Under the supervision of Renée Mercier-Gerritsen, many
items donated by the Robertson family were sold at the
Brimfield North Market in Deerfield over Columbus Day
Weekend. We held an Open House at the Grange Hall to
show off the work that has been done so far and have plans
to do this again next year. It’s not likely anyone would want
to take a tour during the winter months, as the hall is un-
heated, but we will try to accommodate personal requests if
circumstances allow.

In October Beth and Arthur Merrill, Pat Brindley and
Gloria Davis attended the NH State Grange Session in West
Lebanon. After serving as a State Officer for 32 years, Beth
Merrill declined re-election to the Executive Committee on
which she has served since 2022. Arthur Merrill serves as
Overseer and Gloria Davis is Ceres of the State Grange for
the ensuing year. The Merrills were surprised with recogni-
tion as Grangers of the Year.

Antrim Grange is making plans to serve the Free Com-
munity Supper on December 18 and hopes that citizens will
take time out of their busy holiday schedules to drop in to
enjoy some fellowship and a baked potato bar. We plan to
pause our traditional Burns Night cultural event this winter
and instead offer a Mother’s Day tea on May 9. Stay tuned
for details in the spring.

If you enjoy doing community service and learning more
about our grass roots activism, you are welcome to join us
on the 1** and 3™ Wednesdays of each month. Contact the
Membership Chairman, Renée Mercier-Gerritsen, at 603—
547-5144 or Secretary, Beth Merrill, at 603—-588—6615 for
more information. All ages starting at 14 are welcome to
join as full members! #

J \S
FREE COMMUNITY SUPPERS

December 18
January 15
February 19

5:30 p.m.

First Presbyterian Church
73 Main Street, Antrim
N .

Antrim Community Board News
Helene Newbold

As 2025 comes to a close we want to share some of the
positive things accomplished by the Antrim Community
Board in service to the residents here.

The second annual Business Fair last January showcased
32 businesses and was attended by over 125 residents on
a snowy day. We will be hosting the 3™ annual Business
Fair on January 24, 2026, from 9:30 a.m.—2 p.m. at the GBS
gym. If you are or you know of an Antrim Business owner
who wants to be included in the upcoming fair, please email
us at acboard@gmail.com. We will be contacting last year’s
participants soon!

The Swap Shop reopened in April as temperatures
warmed up. It is closing on the fourth Saturday in Novem-
ber (11/22/25). The volunteers who man the shop have
saved the town thousands of dollars in tipping fees by recy-
cling and upcycling items that still have a useful life.

The Antrim Garden Club was reestablished through our
Beautifying Main Street Project. Planters were planted by
GBS and AES students and the Garden Club maintained the
planters through the growing season. The Club is working
with AES to reestablish their Secret Garden at the school so
students will have a quiet, beautiful space outdoors.

The Community Board is supporting locally grown and
made items in Antrim by publishing a Farmstand List avail-
able at several places in town. This list also has a map so
local residents can find fresh, locally-grown food products
and handmade items. Win—win!

We are currently working to connect residents with in-
formation through our direct mailings. The first mailing
contained information on how to connect with departments
in town, complete with names, emails and phone numbers.
Our second mailing is focused on social wellness and will
contain names of agencies and information about who and
how to contact them.

As always, we need volunteers for these projects. If you
would like to volunteer for the Swap Shop, the Business
Fair or work on our mailings please email us at achoard@,
gmail.com. We look forward to another rewarding year con-
necting residents with each other to enhance the quality of
life in Antrim!

L

\ Bennington NH

PO Box 478
Antrim, NH 03440
(603) 588-2520

Septic installations - Septic system designs -
Site work - Excavation - Road and driveway
construction - Grading - Earth improvement

Owner/Operator: Jon Charlonne
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Antrim’s Past: The Month of December 1925
Bill Nichols

It’s hard to believe that 2026 is just around the corner.
However, we at the Historical Society are more interested
in what has already happened. Let’s take a look back 100
years to December 1925 and see what was going on in our
little town.

On a Saturday evening, Dec 5, 1925, the former Gover-
nor Goodell farm (at the intersection of Smith and Goodell
Roads)—then under the ownership of Fred L. Proctor—be-
came the site of a disaster that would have been familiar
to any farmer across the previous two centuries. The de-
struction of a barn by fire represented not merely the loss
of a structure, but the potential ruin of an entire agricultural
enterprise.

At approximately four o’clock that afternoon, workmen
engaged in the routine task of drying horse blankets inad-
vertently caused a small fire near the stored hay. Their swift
action in extinguishing those initial flames appeared to have
averted danger. Whether the fire rekindled from hidden em-
bers or arose from an entirely separate cause remains a mat-
ter of historical uncertainty. What is documented, however,
is that smoke was soon observed billowing from another
section of the barn.

The combination of dense smoke and intense heat ren-
dered any rescue operations impossible. The toll was se-
vere—ten cattle, six horses and three swine perished in the
flames. For a working farm, such losses represented not
only immediate tragedy but also long-term economic hard-
ship. These were not merely animals; they were the heart of
the farm, each representing significant capital investment
and years of attentive care.

The fire department responded quickly, though the barn
itself proved beyond hope. Their efforts saved the adjacent
farmhouse and ell, as well as two carriage houses situated
across the roadway. This was no small achievement, given
the proximity of these structures and the intensity of the fire.

Written accounts describe it as effectively two barns joined
together—locally distinguished as “the old barn” and “the
new barn”—covering approximately one acre of ground. It
ranked among the finest farm structures in the region. The

Loving the Dogs of Antrim & Beyond since 2006!

Save $ on
your quality
pet foods

Grooming

Food NClub [/

See our
: website for a
list of brands
available for

monthly

ordering

Treats, toys,
leashes,
collars, &

177 Clinton Rd Antrim NH Chris Johnson, Proprietor
onewoof@tds.net www.underonewoof.info

timing of its destruction couldn’t have been worse—Mr.
Proctor had spent some four thousand dollars on repairs and
improvements that year, a substantial sum representing the
equivalent of $74,000 in 2025. Beyond the loss of livestock,
the fire consumed the farm’s tools, harnesses and approxi-
mately one hundred tons of stored hay. It was noted that the
cost of reconstruction would likely prove prohibitive, given
the elevated building costs of the mid-1920s.

Only a day later, on Sun, Dec 6, Mrs. Eliza A. Dun-
can passed from this world at the Boston residence of her
daughter, Mrs. Fannie E. Campbell. Born Eliza Parmenter
in Antrim on Jun 12, 1831, she entered a world that would
have been scarcely recognizable to those living in 1925. Her
birth occurred during the presidency of Herbert Hoover,
when there were only forty-eight states, and just a few years
before what is sometimes called the First Great Depression
gripped rural New England. She married John Moore Dun-
can on Dec 16, 1851, and the couple established themselves
on what became known as the Duncan farm (where Peter
and Schatze Moore live now), where they resided for fifty-
three years.

Mrs. Duncan possessed a beautiful alto voice and served
as a faithful member of the church choir at the old Center
church. When the congregation acquired a seraphine, she
became its regular player. Upon the later installation of a
pipe organ, she mastered that more complex instrument and
served as church organist for seventeen years, providing
musical accompaniment for countless services, weddings
and funerals.

Funeral services were conducted at the Presbyterian
church in Antrim on Tue, Dec 8, with Reverend William
Thompson officiating. Mrs. Duncan was interred beside her
husband in Maplewood Cemetery.

The winter of 1925 found the area particularly active
with road construction projects. New highways were being
established from Cork Plain to Hillsboro Bridge and from
North Branch to Hillsboro Lower Village—evidence of
the “Good Roads Movement” that was transforming rural
America in the automobile age. Residents and former resi-
dents returned to Antrim, hearing of a chance for employ-
ment. But it wasn’t just the laborers that were benefiting
from these large projects. Madison Mcllvain saw a need
and established a boarding operation for the men engaged
in trucking sand for these roads.

At Paige’s Shop, the reel manufacturing business con-
tinued to thrive. Morton Paige had recently secured yet an-
other order for a carload of reels, maintaining a commercial
tradition that had endured for over seventy-five years. The
recent World War had severely damaged the related cradle
manufacturing business by severing trade relationships with
South America and Scotland, but reel production remained
economically viable. The shop had recently expanded its
workforce, adding R. Robinson and G. Chamberlin to com-

&5

continued on page 22
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Antrim-Bennington Lions Club
Linda Morehouse

At Antrim—Bennington LIONS Club, we PRIDE our-
selves on our commitment to serving and making a positive
impact on our community. Our club is part of the global LI-
ONS International network, which is dedicated to address-
ing local needs and fostering a spirit of service among our
members.

The MANE pillars of LIONS Club International are Youth
Services, Diabetes, Sight and Hearing, Environment, Child-
hood Cancer, Disaster Relief and Mental Health. Our service
projects focus on these pillars both locally and nationally.
We were happy to participate in the National Alliance for
Mental Health fundraiser in Concord in October; LIONS
Clubs of NH raised over $5,000 for this organization.

Our club ROARS with energy when called upon to fill a
need. Recently, we donated funds to diabetes research, LI-
ONS Club International Foundation for disaster relief, and
The Dogsight Project. This fall members donated healthy
snacks to Great Brook, Antrim Elementary and Pierce
Schools. Members donated over 100 activities, crayons,
card games, Legos and $160 for gas cards to Childhood
Cancer Lifeline, a NH-based charity. And members do-
nated boxes of cereal and instant oatmeal as requested by
the Antrim—Bennington Food Pantry. Where there’s a need,
there’s a LION!

Antrim Elementary School received our donation of sup-
plies for outside activities last month. One can imagine the
ROAR of excitement as children bounced basketballs, blew
bubbles and wrote with sidewalk chalk during recess! An
ongoing LIONS club project is “Lunches with LIONS.”
Our members eat lunch with small groups of CUBS at An-
trim Elementary twice a month. Children PROUDLY walk
out of the library with their “I ate lunch with LIONS” stick-
ers. This activity gives students a chance to socialize with
others, including caring adults from the community!

We host guest speakers at our second meeting each month.
According to at least one member, the speakers are interest-
ing and raise awareness of non-profits and businesses that
serve our community. A recent speaker was local resident
Jennifer Crowell, who spoke about living with physical dis-
abilities. Guests are welcome to attend a meeting to learn
more about the educational component of our club.

Please support our upcoming Christmas tree sale at Ten-
ney Farm—one of our largest fundraisers! The profits are
returned to our area through donations to local and national
organizations.

We are always looking for passionate individuals to join
our cause. If you have an interest in working with others to
better the lives of others, Antrim—Bennington LIONS Club
may be the DEN for you! Become a member and join our
PRIDE; there are many ways to get involved. Together we
can continue our mission and uplift our community.
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Fostering Community Conversations on

Racial Justice
Linda Bundy

In August we completed our discussion of Becoming Kin
by Patty Krawec. Our history is taught from the point of
view of the settlers who arrived and claimed land that was
already owned, but not in the way the newcomers saw own-
ership. Indigenous people had a relationship with the Earth.
Paying attention to the absence of indigenous history and
showing up to learn when occasions like Pow Wows, lec-
tures, book talks or documentaries are available can help
us understand a different perspective on our country’s past.
Becoming kin takes time and energy but can lead to a clear-
er understanding of where we came from and how we can
grow our interrelationships with each other and this land
where we all live.

We began reading In Defiance: 20 Abolitionists You Were
Never Taught in School by Tom Weiner and Dr. Amilcar
Shabazz in September and plan to finish it by our December
meeting. In the book’s preface Dr. Shabazz states, “A col-
lective biography can reveal the patterns that enable ordi-
nary people to do extraordinarily courageous acts for peace,
human rights and justice.” Even though these twenty indi-
viduals are not widely known, their stories deserve telling.

Paul Jennings was enslaved as manservant and butler for
President James Madison. Ultimately, he was sold to Daniel

Anzrim

LumBerR COMPANY

SERVING THE

COMMUNITY SINCE
1964

Monday - Friday 7:00 AM to 4:30 PM
Saturday 7:00 AM to Noon

Closed on Sunday
|

78 Smith Road, Antrim, NH 03440
603-588-2139

Webster, who freed Jennings and hired him, first as a servant
and later as a clerk in the Pension Office in the Department
of the Interior. Jennings helped plan and organize a slave
escape in Washington, DC, in April 1848, which was unsuc-
cessful. However, the incident contributed to a US Senate
debate that added a provision to the Compromise of 1850
that ended slave trade in Washington, DC. Jennings wrote
a memoir about his time in the White House, 4 Colored
Man's Reminiscences of James Madison—the first memoir
written about life at the White House.

Mary Ann Shadd Cary was a woman of action, not words,
who was born free and educated by Quakers in Pennsylva-
nia. With the Passage of the Fugitive Slave Act in 1850, she
moved to Ontario and wrote a pamphlet encouraging Black
people to move to Canada, which helped motivate a migra-
tion of fifteen thousand northward. She started a racially
integrated school for Black refugees from the US, firmly
believing that “only exposure would guarantee each race’s
appreciation and respect for the other.” At the onset of the
Civil War, Mary Ann, a widow with two children, moved
back to the United States where she encouraged Black men
to enlist in the Union Army. She founded a school for the
children of slaves and at the same time attended Howard
University Law School, becoming the second Black female
lawyer in the country, and continued to work for the aboli-
tionist and suffrage movements.

Some of the common patterns we are noticing in the
lives of these abolitionists are determination, involvement

&

continued on page 22

An Atheist Decorates a Christmas Tree
Bruce McGuffin

| don’t believe in God at all,

| don’t believe in Jesus.

But late each year as crimson Fall
Grows dark the landscape freezes.
These winter nights are cold and long,
Once-sunlit skies turn gray.

We need a happy Winter song

To liven-up our day.

We need to hang some twinkling lights
That chase off winter woes,

To brighten dark December nights
And warm my frozen toes.

The world’s transformed to monochrome,
A cold and somber scene.

But decorated, in our home,

The tree is ever green.

So just ignore those doubters who

will not support my cause.

It's not consistent but | do

Believe in Santa Claus.
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Antrim’s Past continued from page 19

pensate for the temporary absence of George Loveren, who
had been confined by illness.

In the western sections of Antrim, hunters reported
great conditions for rabbit hunting—small game that pro-
vided welcome food during the winter months. Charles
Brown went out hunting for skunks and came home with a
200-pound deer.

The Reporter newspaper marked its forty-third year of
publication—beginning in 1882—four decades of provid-
ing the essential local information that bound these com-
munities together. The Independent Order of Odd Fellows
Lodge celebrated its fiftieth anniversary, a half-century for
the largest fraternal organization in town.

The Goodell Company had temporarily suspended opera-
tions for the purpose of conducting inventory—a routine but
necessary interruption of production. More troubling was
the shutdown of the Abbott Company due to insufficient wa-
ter supply in Great Brook, a reminder that even in water-rich
New England, industrial operations remained vulnerable to
natural limitations. And although there was a lack of water in
Great Brook, residents were preparing to fill their ice houses
from the harvest of ice from Gregg Lake.

In December of 1925, Americans paid $20,000,000 a day
in wages to have their homes built. This worked out to about
$7 a day for each builder. It’s a good thing that a new Ford
Runabout only cost $260 and a load of firewood just $4!

As we look back to December 1925 in Antrim, we see
a tiny town navigating the balance between loss and resil-
ience. The flames that consumed the Proctor barn and the
passing of Mrs. Duncan remind us that change is often ac-
companied by sorrow. Yet the town pressed forward: roads
were being built, businesses thrived and neighbors support-
ed one another. The people of 1925 Antrim could not have
imagined our world of 2025, just as we can hardly picture
life in 2125. But the constant is the human capacity to en-
dure hardship, to build and rebuild and to find hope even in
difficult seasons. #

Fostering Community Conversations continued from page 21

and being undaunted. They are often born free, with mixed
parentage, and are educated.

We plan to discuss chapters 1620 of /n Defiance on Dec
18 at 6:30 p.m. Rather than our usual Zoom meeting in Jan-
uary, we hope to attend one or two events with the authors.
On Jan 15, the Open Democracy Book Club will discuss
the book and be joined by the authors via Zoom. RSVP at
https://www.opendemocracynh.org/odbc_indefiance.  On
January 19, the authors will speak at the MLK Jr. event in
Peterborough.

We meet on the third Thursday of the month via Zoom.
All are welcome, whether or not you’ve done the reading.
For more information contact Linda Bundy at n_bundy@
mcttelecom.com or 603—-588-2254. ¥

Antrim Recreation
Celeste Lunetta, Recreation Director

Antrim Recreation is enjoying the transition to winter
programs after a successful fall season. Our youth soccer
teams competed across the region, and our younger play-
ers hosted Peterborough Recreation for some scrimmages
at Shea Field. Adult Pickleball and Pick Up Basketball pro-
grams at the Town Gym are thriving, as are the adult exer-
cise programs including SAIL (Stay Active for Independent
Living), Yoga, Zumba and Zumba Tone.

We are grateful to the participants in the 2025 Hallow-
een Window Painting Contest. For the second year, Alice
Moenter took the Grand Prize for “Best Window” for her
spooky moonlit landscape. Grace Taylor won the prize for
“Best Window for the Curious and Playful Mind”. Jamison
and Kathy Coughlin won “Best Use of Multiple Seasonal
Characters.” And our favorite Assistant Town Clerk, Crys-
tal O’Brien, painted a wonderful depiction of Krobus on a
second-floor window during her precious lunch time.

Registration for Antrim Rec programs is now available
through an online platform. Payment can be made electron-
ically with debit card, credit card or e-check, or in person
after online registration. We are confident this new system
will be more efficient for both participants and staff. Go
to the town website, www.antrimnh.org, under “Depart-
ments” select Parks & Recreation, and select “Click Here
to Register Online...” For help, email clunetta@antrimnh.
gov or call 603-588-3121.

HENNIKER

December Special

Free $5 Gift Certificate with
the purchase of a $25 Gift
Certificate

34 Old West Hopkinton Road
Henniker, NH 03242
(603)-428-8888

HennikerBookFarm.com
NH's Oldest Used Bookshop —
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Alice Moenter with her prize-winning window painting.

WINTER PROGRAMS
Voyager Ski and Ride Lessons at Crotched Mountain,
Grades K-8, Wed.; Rec Dept bus leaves immediately after
school; lessons start at 4:00. Register for Voyager program
at Crotched Mountain, for the bus at Antrim Rec; deadline
Fri, Dec 12.
Basketball for 1% and 2"! Graders. Six sessions, Tue &
Thu in Dec, 3:20—4:30 at Town Gym. Sat in Jan and Feb;
schedule TBD.
Indoor Walking. Adults 18+, Mon, Tue, Thu, Fri, 4-5 p.m.
Free, but must register. Possible morning walking, 7-8 a.m.,
Tue, Wed, Thu starting in January.
Yoga with Jeanine Edmunds, Tue 6—7:15 p.m. at Town Hall.

BELLOWS-NICHOLS

INSURANCE

Wishes you and yours a very. .

oy Chis

And a New Year
filled with Peace and Joy!

— Sl

bellowsnichols.com

janderson@bellowsnichols.com
26 Main Street, Antrim, NH

603-588-3600

Zumba Toning and Zumba with Serena, Mon 5:30 and
Sat 9 a.m.

SAIL Exercise program for active seniors, Mon, Wed, Fri
11 a.m.—noon at Town Hall. *FREE

Adult Pick-Up Basketball (18+) Tue 6:30-8 *FREE
Adult Pickleball Mon 6:30-8 p.m.; Wed 3:30-5 p.m.
*FREE for Antrim residents

Tae Kwon Do Grades K-8, Mon 3:30-4:30

Toddler Playground. Ages 9 months — 3 yrs, Fri 8:30-10
a.m., Dec—Mar; open playtime with mats, tunnels, toys and
activities. *Free for Antrim residents

Crafty Wednesday. Grades 2—4; 3:30-5 p.m. Dec 3, 10,
17. After-school crafts with Rec Dept staff. $15 per session;
or $35 for all three.

4 The Girls Friday. Girls in 3™ and 4™ grade learn winter
and spring sports in a low-pressure environment, training
for basic athletic fitness in a fun setting, plus learning fun-
damentals of basketball, volleyball, tennis and lacrosse. In-
structors are lifelong athletes. Fri; Dec 5, 12, 19; Jan 9, 16,
23, 30; Feb 6. $80 for the series, or $12 per session.

Before School Club. Pre-K— 8" grade, based at Antrim
Rec Dept and Town Gym, adjacent to AES and across
from GBS; operating every day school is in session. Four
activity blocks each day, with choices ranging from quiet
to action. Open 6:30 a.m.; close 8:20 a.m.; if school delay,
8:30-10:30 a.m.; tiered rates for part-time and full-time at-
tendance.

Puzzle Palooza. Who can be the first to assemble a
300-piece puzzle and bask in the glorious title of Puzzle
Master? Sign up in teams of 2—5; house team also, if enough
individual registrations. Free and open to participants ages
10-300. Upstairs at Town Hall, 4:30 p.m., Mon, Dec 29, Jan
19 and Feb 23. Registration open until Thu before.

Family Fun Nights. Fri, Feb 20 & Mar 6, 6-8 p.m. Open
gym, options for basketball, floor hockey, ping pong, pick-
leball, crafts and more. For kids ages 4-10 and their fami-
lies. *Free

Beat the Winter Blues with Bluegrass concert, resched-
uled from the summer, featuring Mr. Bill, Sun, Feb 1, at
Town Hall, time TBD. Stay tuned!

Antrim Recreation is honored to be of service to the com-
munity. We welcome your questions, concerns, recommen-
dations and feedback. Give us a call at 603—-588-3121 or
contact us through antrimnh.org. #

Stephen Drain Cleaning &
Home Repairs, LLc

is, Office: 603-808-0012
we Cell: 617-686-8051
Stephen Hughes, Jr.

Professional Drain and Dryer ) ) )
Vent Cleaning, Sewer Camera inspection & location
Plumbing, Frozen pipes

Home Repairs Serving Antrim & surrounding area
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Where in Antrim?

George Davison, Ann Edwards and Beth Merrill were the observant Antrim residents who identified the location of the
engraved stone marker at the site of the first schoolhouse in Antrim, on Goodell Road near the entrance to the Transfer Sta-
tion. Ann Edwards won the gift certificate for Edmunds Ace Hardware.

The names of all who correctly identify the location of this photo by December 15 will be entered into a drawing for a
$25 gift certificate for Blue Feather Farm. Email your response to editor@antrimlimrik.org or call 603—588-2569. Photo by
Frank Gorga. Happy hunting!

FAMILZDENTAL CARE

If you are looking for a new dental home we are always welcoming new patients.

WE ARE IN 2 LOCATIONS:

ANTRIM, NH
18 ELM ST. ANTRIM, NH 03440

0]
603-588-6362

KEENE, NH

391 WEST ST. KEENE, NH 03431

603-357-0677

B o]

perryfamilydentalcare.com
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Antrim Hosted Regional Planners

Roundtable
Darby Wilson

On September 25, the James A. Tuttle Library served as
the meeting spot for a well-attended Citizen Planner Peer-
to-Peer Roundtable, hosted by the Antrim Planning Board
and co-organized by the Southwest Regional Planning
Commission and the Monadnock Housing Collaborative.
The roundtable was part of a quarterly series designed to
keep rural communities connected to new developments
in topics on planning and housing. Each roundtable is held
in a different Monadnock Region town—in the past year,
sessions have been held in Gilsum, Temple, Harrisville and
Chesterfield, with Antrim taking its turn this fall. The idea is
to keep the events accessible and shine the spotlight across
the region’s small towns, bringing their knowledge and ex-
perience to the table. This event brought together Planners
and Planning Board members from across the Monadnock
Region, ranging from New Ipswich to Chesterfield, to re-
view recent legislative changes, especially those that may
affect New Hampshire’s smaller, more rural areas.

Key speaker Nick Taylor, Executive Director for Hous-
ing Action NH, walked the roundtable through eight pieces
of state legislation and what they mean for local planning
boards and zoning regulations, including:

HB 296, concerning building permits on private roads
and appeals to Zoning Boards of Adjustment

HB 413, addressing subdivision regulations, infrastruc-
ture completion and building permits

HB 457, which modifies occupancy restrictions on
dwelling units

HB 577, redefining accessory dwelling units (ADUs)

HB 631, allowing residential construction in commercial
zones

SB 188, relating to third-party inspections and the state
building code

SB 281, limiting a municipality’s ability to deny building
or occupancy permits on land abutting Class VI roads

SB 284, regarding municipal authority to regulate on-site
parking requirements

KNAPTON

READE @ WOODS

BUSINESS
adf

LIFE &
HEALTH

*

(603) 464-3422

KnaptonInsurance.com
22 School St | Hillsborough, NH

Of these, HB 577, which updates the rules concerning
ADUs, sparked the most conversation. For example, rep-
resentatives from Stoddard shared that their local 30-day
minimum rental rule will have to be removed, since the new
law says towns can’t regulate ADUs more strictly than pri-
mary homes.

The group considered how different towns handle owner
or resident occupancy requirements. For example, Harris-
ville, given its many seasonal homes, has chosen to adopt a
six-month occupancy rule to help ensure at least one dwell-
ing on a property is inhabited by the owner. This example
prompted a lively discussion about how such policies can
be adapted to fit each community’s unique housing land-
scape.

Concerns About Legislative Impact/Implementation

Not all the talk was in favor of the new legislation. Some
topics of concern were legislation being vague, having tight
timelines for implementation on the town’s side, and lim-
ited opportunity for local input while the laws were being
drafted. Bills HB 296 and SB 281, both dealing with devel-
opment on Class VI and private roads, also drew particular
attention. Participants pointed out the differences between
the two, raising questions about municipal liability, en-
forcement and ownership—issues especially relevant for
rural towns where those roads are common.

Looking Ahead

The group also discussed how state and local govern-
ments could work together more effectively. Ideas included
clearer communication from lawmakers about the intent of
each bill and even creating “test communities” represent-
ing different types of towns like rural, lakeside, college and
so on, to see how legislation might impact each differently.
As housing and development challenges continue to evolve,
gatherings like this roundtable help local leaders share
what’s working, raise questions and find solutions together.

The next regional roundtable will be held in the new
year. The strong turnout in Antrim showed just how impor-
tant these conversations are for keeping our communities
informed and connected. #

Thanks to-...

Ruth Benedict, Thelma and Wayne Nichols and
Sonnie and Tad Fish for delivering The Limrik to
sites all over town. ~ Editor
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Grapevine
Melissa Gallagher, Executive Director

Dear Friends and Neighbors,

We wish all of you a peaceful and happy holiday season
in 2025. As the local social service for this region, we serve
our community through the joys and challenges of life! Did
you know... This past year we distributed over $20,000 in
direct financial assistance to local families during a time
where basic necessities are harder to afford. Are you or
someone you know struggling to cover bills or pay for gro-
ceries or experiencing financial hardship? Please call The
Grapevine—we may be able to help.

We are able to provide our many programs and resources
because of local, individual support. Please consider donat-
ing to our organization this holiday season. We are a lo-
cal, trusted non-profit serving our community for nearly 30
years. You can easily give at our website, grapevinenh.org.
You can also give of your time and talent by volunteering.
Please contact us to learn more. As always, we truly value
your feedback. You can reach Executive Director Melissa
Gallagher at melissag@grapevinenh.org.

Snowfamilies Playday is back! Join us on Sat, Feb 7
from 10-noon at The Grapevine for a morning of fun indoor
and outdoor activities. More information will follow.

ONGOING PROGRAMMING AND COMMUNITY
RESOURCES
Kinship Navigator Program. Our Kinship Navigator,
Rosemary Nugent, a parenting grandmother, can offer emo-
tional support, help accessing resources, connection to other
relative caregivers, and a friendly voice to check in. Give us
a call or email Rosemary at rosemaryn@grapevinenh.org.

(FREE) Community Suppers. Join your friends and
neighbors for a warm meal on the 3™ Thurs of each month
at the Presbyterian Church. Upcoming dates and sponsor-
ships: Dec 18 (Antrim Grange), Jan 15 (Antrim Elementary
School), and Feb 20 (Great Brook School).

Weekly Child & Parent Programs. We welcome all chil-
dren, birth to 5 yrs and their parents.

Better Beginnings for Babies (newborn to 16 mths): Thurs,
9:30-11. (Accepting new participants)

Out and About: Family-friendly walks and hikes! Outdoor
locations, Thurs, 10-11:30.

Better Beginnings Parent/Child Groups: Mon, Tues, Wed,
Fri, 9:30-11:30.

Parent-Child Playgroups in Hillsborough: Thurs, 10-noon
& 12:30-2:30.

Monthly Gathering for Aging Adults. Whatever you con-
sider yourself to be... Senior, aging or older adult, retired
person? Join us the last Tues each month at Avenue A for
refreshments, socializing, learning about resources and
having fun! Contact Karen to learn more at karenp@grape-
vinenh.org.

SAIL Exercise Group. A free program focused on improv-
ing strength and balance in a fun setting, Mon, Wed, Fri,

11-12 at Town Hall, second floor (wheelchair accessible).
Register by calling or emailing info@grapevinenh.org.
Dads Campfire. Meets with Rick Edmunds monthly on
Tues at The Grapevine. Pizza provided. Contact Teresa at
teresab@grapevinenh.org for more information.

Moms Campfire. Join other moms/caregivers around the
campfire to hang out and talk about life; at The Grapevine,
first Thurs of the month, 6 to 7:30 p.m. Pizza provided. Call
for more information.

Community Wood Bank. We have wood available for
distribution to people with an emergency need this season.
The community wood bank acts as a temporary resource in
emergency situations for those who use wood as their pri-
mary heat source. Contact us if you or someone you know
needs wood OR if you are able to help us deliver to a neigh-
bor who finds themself suddenly in need.

Partner with The Grapevine and Help Your Neighbors
in the Winter Season! We’re looking to develop a list of
reliable, local plow companies to fulfill snow removal needs
for families in the area. We are also looking for helpers with
occasional rides for people with limited transportation. If
you or someone you know would like to be listed as re-
source, please contact us at info@grapevinenh.org.

Thank you to the extraordinary people who supported
The Grapevine in so many ways over the fall, including
Antrim-Bennington Lions Club; Pineview Excavation
for sand delivery; Blu Box Portable Storage; the Town of
Antrim Highway Department, Rick Edmunds and our
Dads Campfire volunteers; Peter Moore for cutting our
knotweed; teen volunteers from ConVal High School, who
raked, washed windows, gleaned gutters and lifted heavy
items for their Fall Day of Service; the local donors and
shoppers who visited our Fall Yard Sale as well as Dottie
Bauer, Nick Hill, Brynn Hill, James Panico, Amy and
George Davis for set up and clean up, helping us raise over
$1,000; the people who have donated to our wishlist regu-
larly, especially Sue & John Conklin; donors and bidders
in our 2025 Online Auction; the Knights of Columbus St
Mary Council, especially Mike Connolly, for their partner-
ship in getting winter coats to families; Pete Davison for the
donations of honey for our staff and families; Susan Bartlett
for cordwood donation; Gene Willett for donating his cord-
wood raffle winning to The Grapevine; Bob Edwards for

Commercial & Residential
Free Estimates
Fully Insured

Robblee

Tree Service LLC

Tree Removal ¢ Pruning ¢ Bucket Truck
Stump Grinding ¢ Views ¢ Crane Service

Andrew J. Robblee
Owner

Antrim (603) 588-2094
Rindge (603) 899-6382

www.robbleetreeservice.com
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picking up our trash every week and End 68 Hours of Hun-
ger for delivering food bags and items to us each week.

We experienced the sudden and tragic loss of three teens
in our community this past October. We appreciate the part-
nership of the ConVal School District, the American Le-
gion in Hillsborough, Cynthia Ingraham & Shiva Cater-
ing, David Cope, MSW, LICSW, and Patrick Cogan &
his dog Rosie as we supported teens and families impacted
by this loss.

OTHER SERVICES AVAILABLE AT THE
GRAPEVINE...

Information and referral for resources for food, housing,
heating and other needs

Home visitor—One-to-one support where you are

Community Tool Lending Shed—email toolshed@
grapevinenh.org for requests

The Grapevine is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit family and com-
munity resource center located at 4 Aiken Street, behind the
Tuttle Library. For more information call 603—-588-2620, or
email info@grapevinenh.org. We gratefully accept dona-
tions, which are tax deductible. Please make your donation
online at www.grapevinenh.org or mail a check payable to
The Grapevine to PO Box 637, Antrim, NH 03440. Visit us
on social media at facebook.com/grapevinenh.org and Ins-
tagram: @thegrapevinefrc.

Fall Highlights from Avenue A

Jacqueline Roland, Director of Teen Programs

This fall has been full of growth, creativity and commu-
nity at Avenue A. We welcomed Hannah Matteson as our
new Avenue A Coordinator in September. Hannah brings
over ten years of experience working with teens in edu-
cational and community settings, along with a BS in Psy-
chology and a MS in Education. A former English teacher
with extensive experience supporting neurodivergent youth,
Hannah is deeply committed to creating safe, empowering
spaces where teens feel seen, supported and inspired to
thrive. She’s already been an incredible addition to our team
at Avenue A.

Our Woodworking Group kicked off the season by build-
ing a deck on our Community Tool Shed. It was an awe-
some team effort, and the finished result looks great! Now
the group is back at the MAXT Makerspace woodshop for
the winter, ready to tackle new projects.

MIKE’S

Towing & Recovery

» Towing * Lock Outs
* Recovery * Jump Starts
* Fuel * Equipment Transport

e Junk Car Removal

Bennington, NH 24 hr. cell 554-6465

www.mikestowingandrecoverynh.com

With sixty middle schoolers participating between our
Monday and Wednesday sessions, our Afterschool Program
has reached a record high this fall. Our new space has made
it easy for youth to flow between indoor and outdoor activi-
ties, keeping everyone active and engaged. Thanks to the
Bagel Mill in Peterborough for generously donating our fa-
vorite afterschool snack—bagels with cream cheese!

Featuring our middle school Writers’ Society and our
high school creative writing club (Write Out!), our Creative
Writing Program is celebrating its ninth year. During writ-
ing club meetings, our center is filled with joy, imagination
and laughter—proof that creative expression continues to
be a central part of Avenue A.

Our T.A.C.O cooking program had a bustling summer
and fall, with outdoor grilling at our new outdoor space.
This enthusiastic group of fifteen teen chefs, supported by
an amazing team of six volunteers, continues to cook, learn
and share meals together each week. The group is putting
their grill away and moving indoors to the Antrim Presbyte-
rian Church kitchen for winter.

Our Pickup Basketball Program also thrived this fall.
Thanks to Antrim Recreation for providing gym space. It’s
been inspiring to see older teens mentoring younger play-
ers, creating a respectful and uplifting environment for ev-
eryone on the court.

From September through late October, our Outdoor
Adventures group explored local streams and natural ar-
eas—from the North Branch River in Antrim to Cranberry
Meadow Pond in Peterborough. These weekly outings gave
twelve middle schoolers a chance to connect with nature,
build friendships and develop curiosity for the outdoors.

Our new space continues to spark new growth. Last fis-
cal year, Avenue A served more than 350 teens—a record
for us. In just the first four months of this fiscal year, we’re
already halfway to that number. Avenue A is thriving be-
cause of the dedication of our volunteers, the generosity
of our supporters and the energy of the incredible young
people who fill our programs each week. We are so grateful
to everyone who is part of our work.

This fall we’re launching two new cozy programs...Knit-
ting & Crocheting Club on Tuesdays and a Caroling Group
that will meet on Monday nights. For more info about our
programs email Jacqueline at avenuea@grapevinenh.org or
visit avenueatc.org. #

A‘A‘A‘A‘A‘A‘A‘A‘A‘A‘A‘A‘A‘A‘A‘A‘A‘A‘A‘A‘A‘A‘A‘A‘A‘A‘A‘A‘A‘A‘A‘A\

Alémw ¢

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
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FAMILY DINING SINCE 1945

~ Italian and American Fare ~
Homemade Pizza, Steaks, Ribs, Chicken Parmigiana, Veal Piccata
Fresh Fish, Lasagne, Pasta, Italian Sausage, Kids Selections
Daily Specials ~ Gluten Free Options

OPEN5PM DAILY  RESERVATIONS ~WWW.ALBERTOSNH.COM  BENNINGTON, NH {
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LLA

603-588-3388 e 62 MAIN STREET, ANTRIM, NH
Open 11 AM - 9 PM Tuesday through Saturday
Closed Sunday and Monday
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